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Account of the riot | occaſioned by: the mme 
prices to the Two Gentlemen 'of Verona, © 
and the tragedy of Etutra—Account of the © 
chief agent.— Hero of the Fribbleriad, &c. 


/ \ Riot ina * yg very different 
from a tumult in the ſtreet; for the latter 
is a ſudden fray ariſing from ignorance 
or miſtake, generally ſoon ended, and 
often without any miſchief done to 
body; whereas the former is almoſt al- 
ways the reſult of a conſpiracy, proceed- 
ing from private reſentment, and in its 
conſequences pernicious to the object 
againſt whom it is levelled. | 
Vol. II. B In 


| 
2 THE LIFE OF 
In January 1763, a certain gentleman 
and his cettfederates circulated a printed 
advertiſement throughout all the coffee- 
houſes, taverns, and other public houſes in 
the neighbourhood of Covent- garden and 
Drury-lane; wherein they ſet forth the 
reat injuſtice of the managers of the play- 
— in. preſuming to exact the full 
| prises om the- night / of a-revived 'play ;-- 
| whereas they conceived that they had no 
reaſonable claim to theſe charges from the 
beginning to the end of a” mght's enter- 
tainment, except on the addition of a pan- 
tomime. They declared, with ſeeming 
moderation, at the ſathe/ time, that their 
demand of redreſs ſhould be urged with 
deeency-and temper, and an explanation 
of · the managers conduct required in a 
manner becoming: gentlemen. 
The confederates. choſe a very odd; or 
rather improper, time to enforce the doc- 
trine of ſubmiſſion to their authority, on 
the beiiefit night of: the writer, who had 
altered the play of Shakeſpeare's Tw] 
Gentlemen of Verona; at a time when the 
full charges were never diſp ute. 
A Mr. Fitz —— f who is ſince dead, 
. eee the avowed: ringleader of theſe 
reformers; who were determined to diſturb 
the audience, and deprive them of their 
right to enjoy the repreſentation of a play- 
unmoleſted. _ 
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This gentlemun hatarigued the ſpecta- 
tors Fot th the Boxes, and et forth in very 
warm and opprobious lat the imp o⸗ | 
ſitions of the managers; and; with much 


vehemence, pleaded' the 2 of tlie au- 
dience to fix the price of their bill of fate. 
When Mr. Garrick came forward to ad- 
dreſs the houſe, he was received with noiſe 
and uproar; and treated with: the utmoſt 
contempt by the orator and tame — 
was not permitted to ſhew' the progreſ- 

ns, , 


ſive” accumulation of theatrical 48 
the ni gtitly 0 Ir we from t 
1702 to 17650, raiſed Hom 4 
0 above gol. They would not ſuffer him _ 
to ſpeak ot "ol word in defence of himſelf 
partner. It Had been an invariable 
uu it Bboth, Wilkes, arid Cibher, to 
demand full prices on the > actin of a ner 
play which' had coſt them additional ex- 
penſe in decoration. I am informed too, 
that the preſent managers of Drury-lane 
and Covent-garden, from the prodigious 
increaſe of expenditure on various occaſt- | 
ons; are obliged to charge their actors, for 
a benefit play, root: | 
But this tribune of the people, Mr. 
Fitz Kk, would hear no apology, would 
liſten to no remonſtrantes in favour of the 
patentees; they muſt not be allowed a 
night's tune, no, not an hot, tô deliberate 
or 4 matter of ſo much conſequence to 
l B 2 them- 
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tleman and. his e or t 


Eli, written e Mallet, was acted 


deman 


able, for e eſpoule the cauſe of their f 
; pg er. Mr. 
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them ſelves on all dramatic, 8 but 
muſt yield ce l, ſubmiſſion to a 


tory « order, of. t otic lene pt 
Em 
be torn to pieces, as a puniſh mon erben 7 


com nce. 


The conſequence of not inſtantly giving 7 


up the privileges of authors to the ſuperior 5 
Hi Pr 


of dumb ſhew, was the tearing UP. 


the benches, breaking the luſtres $304 


1ran- 
doles, and committing every e vo- T 


lence to which they were Os by their 
. rage and malice. The play 
iven up, and the money returned. 
Tce next night a new tragedy, called 


at . he rioters, headed by 
their . enforced their former 
1 (Hon in. the. ſame 2 and laconic 
manner. When Mr. Garrick appeared, 
they cried out with one voice, 8; W. you, 
< or will you-not, give admittance for half 
„price, after the third attiof'a play, ex- 
< cept during the firſt winter a pantomime 
1 is Performed?” The manager, who had 


learnt the leſſon of obedience by the loſſes 
++, which he had ſuſtained the preceding even- 
ing, replied in the affirmative. But how; 


ever, peace was not to be reſtored till ſome 
of the players had made an amende honor- 


* was called upon to | 
apologize 


DAVID GARRICK, EMA. 4 
apologize for tie offence he bad given, in 
' ſtopping a madman's hand Who was going 
to ſet fire to the playhouſe. He, imagining 
that he ſhould bring the audienee into 
good humour by u laughable abſurdity, in 
- the tone and Jef guage of #low-bred Iriſh - 
man, ſaid, He was Very. ſorry that he had 
Giipleales them by ſaving tlieir "lives in 
tting out the fire. Tus ſpeech was fo , * 
UM taken, that! it rather e than col 
: ed'their'rage , and they Joudly and wehe 1 
mently inſi ed that he ſhould go down on 
his knees, and afk their pardon. Moody 
was ſo far from complying with this po- 
ſitive command that 15 had the [courage 
a abſolutely: to refuſe, ſaying, „ will not, 
„ by G--,” When he came off the ſtage, 
| Mr. Gartick was fo pleaſed With his be- 
bhaviour, that he received him with open 
- arms, and aſſured him, that whilſt he was 
_ maſter of a guinea, he ſhould: be paid his 
income; but that, if he had been fo mean 
as to ſubmit! to the required abaſement, he 
never would have forgiven hin- { 1 
The tumult was ſo great on Moody 8 
refuſing to comply with the demand of the 
audience, that, to appeaſe their wrath, 
* Garrick promiſed he ſhould not ap- 
on the ſtage again during the time 
was under their diſpleaſurr e : 
Mr. Moody's fituation was by no means 
- eligible; he was reduced to the neceſſity of 
| B 3 either 


1. | 
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either taking leave of the capital, and join- 
| 8 actors in the oountty, or of 
1 Ons the 9 of the ma- 

— could expect no merey from 
the gentleman who had enjoined ſo ſevere 
a penance for an act of T he was there- 
fore determined, after weighing all conſe- 
quences, to ſeek redreſs from the origina! 
rr of all the miſehief, Mr. Fitz x 
himſelf. 

He waited upon: bim at his chambem in 
the Temple. The interview was —— 
. dinary, and part of it will perhaps ap 

moſt to ee 6: in dialogue. Thee: ge 
tleman ſeemed ſomewhat: —_ When 
Moody addraſſed him in 

« I ſuppoſe, Sir, you know me.” 22 21 

fitz. Very well, vir; and hon come 1 

by the — of this vit 
Moody. How dare you aſk me that queſ- 
tion, when you know what paſled at Dru- 
 ry-lane laſt night; where I vas called upon 
by you to diſhonour myſelf, by aſking 
pardon of the audience upon my knees? 
Na. No, Sir, I was not the perſon who 
| ſpoke to you. 
__ » Moogy. 'Kir, you did; 1 ſaw you, and 
heard you. And what crime had I com- 
mitted, to be obliged to ſtoop to ſuch an 
ignominious ſubmiſſion? I had prevented 
2 wretch * fe: to theplayboſe 


\ 
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and had eſpouſed the cauſe of a;gentleman 


in . whoſe ſervice I had enliſted. 
V. I do mot underſtand being treated 
in this manner in my on heuſe. 


Mandy, Bit, 1 will attend vn where yu 
pleaſe; for be affuretl, Iwill hot leave — 2 
till you have ſatisfied me one 7 — or o 


Mr. Fitz------k peroeiving Moody 
was determined to exact — aſked 
him what reparation he wiſned to have. 

Moody ſaid, he expected that che wand 
, his name to a paper, and the 

injurx, po ay ry that he d act- 

ed towar =—_—_ unjuſt and im- 
proper — poy — That he 
would 1 not — wo 
penance preſcribed to Moedyx, to 

receive him to favour on his making oy 
reaſonable .exeuſe. 
Mr. Fitz Kk now aſſumed the man; 
he declared that no power on earth ſhould 
prevail on him to ſign ſuch a writing. Mr. 
Moody then renewed his poſiti ve reſoluti- 
on to tight himſelf. After ſome farther 
altercation, Mr. Fitz K propoſed to 
ſerve Mr. Moody in another way, and per- 
haps more effectually than the ſigning of 
any inſtrument ha tſoever. Iknow Mr. 
„Moody (ſaid Mr. Fitz— -K) goes to 
< the burn coffee - houſe; I vill meet 
him i there to- motrow- morning, and fix 
upon a proper method to accommodate 
matters 22 ſatisfaction,” - 
B 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Fitz-—k did not meet Mr. Moody. 
However, he ſent a gentleman to him with 
whom be was well acquainted, and one 
very willing and able to bring about a re- 
cConciliation between the audience and the 
actor. Mr. Fitz ——k now began to view 
his conduct with impartial eyes, and to 
make ſome amends for his paſt outrageous 
conduct to the actor and manager; he 
wrote a letter to Mr. Garrick in a ſtrain 
very condeſcending, and to a proud man 
ſufficiently humiliating. The chief purpoſe 
- of his epiſtle was to acquaint him, that 
- whenever he thought proper to introduce 
Mr. Moody to the audience, he and all his 
friends would attend, and contribute to his 
being reinſtated in the favour of the public. 
Having cloſed this article of Fitz---—k's 
particular behaviour to Mr. Moody, I 
would beg leave to obſerve, that degrading 
the actor muſt tend to leſſon the pleaſure 
of the ſpectator. What juſt notions of pro- 
- priety of behaviour, what knowledge of 
elegance in manners, or repreſentation of 
What is grand or graceful, humourous or 
gay, can an audience expect from a wretch 
who is driven to a degree of meanneſs un- 
worthy of a man? I would by no means 
encourage inſolence in the player, but re- 
Preſs it immediately, and exact ſuch repa- 
ration as it becomes the actor to give, and 
a humane, as well as polite aſſembly, to 
teceive : 56 ne, 
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Dufreſne, an excellent French actor, 
much celehrated for his ance in 
all the heroic lovers of Voltaire's. trage 
Mews) was interrupted in; a ſpeech by a 

e in the pit, who told him bo 


{poke to foro « And | you, Sir,” ſaid the 
2 10 audience immedi- 


_ 1ately: Bug lie he eue was in. a tumult, 


and reſented the inſolence of the actor, 
vlio had preſumed to talk to a gentleman 
ſo rudely. The police oa”. ge and the 
next evening Dufreſne was commanded to. 
b dge his fault in very ſubmiſſive 
— actor came to make 

1 1 e and the audience 

yere attentive to what he Was about to ſay. 
Dufreſne began in this manner, © Gentle-- 
men, till now. I never felt the meanneſs 
2 my condition This exordium ſtruck 
the pit ſo naar ably that. they would, not 
permit him to proceed, but diſmiſſed him 


with loud and et os plaudits. They re- 
flected, that notwithſtanding Dufreſne had 


rather added to his former affront by what 
he had ſaid, that they did not wiſh to make 
him too ſenſible of the inferior rank he 
held in life. 

Though Mr. Re plan. of re- 
i . as he called it, was principally 
. levelled at Mr. Garrick, yet, as he was now 
engaged. in a publick cauſe, he thought it 
would appear very partial if he did not 
B 5 _ © oblige 


— 


FN 
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oblige Mr. Beard, the manager of Covent- 

ele to ſubmit to the ſame regulations 

had impoſed on Mr. Garrick.” To this 
end he e with his aſſociates, the 
ni 5 following, from the conqueſt of Dru- 
ry- lane to * ertake that of Covent 
den. He there delivered an harangue vi 
lar to his oration at Drury-lane, and inſiſted 
on the manager's compliance. The opera 
of Artaxerxes was to be acted that night. 
Mr. Beard anſwered the ſpeech of the ora- 
tor with great firmneſs, and with a ſt 
"appearance of reaſon: he mbte putticular- 
ly abſerved, that operas had never been 
exhibited at ſuch mall CO any where' as 
at his theatre; that 5 ex [ens 
vere prodigiouſly increaſed ſince the days 
of former managers; and that the public 
ought not to grudge the full charge when 
no expenſe in actors, cloaths, ſcenes, mu- 
fic, and every decoration of the ſtage, had 
been ſpared, for their entertainment. All 
this, and much more, was urged in vain by 
the manager. But no argument or reaſon 
could have any effect upon theſe public- 
ſpirited gentlemen; they wondered at Mr. 
Beard's confidence in oppoſing that autho- 
rity to which Mr. Garrick had ſubmitted; 
they inſiſted peremptorily on a poſitive an- 
fer to their demand, Which was, Whether 
he would comply with their regulation of 


prices, or not? This being anſwered in the 
negative, 
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negative, then procetded-to their maſt 
— force, and * 


powerful 
the playhouſe in ſuch a. manner, that the 
carpenters could not repair the damages 
ſuſtained in the ſcenery, and other parts of 
the theatre, in leſs than four or five days. 
Mr. Beard being determined to maintain 
and defend his property by legal methods, 
took care to fix upon ſome of the rioters, 
and, with the help ofa chief juitice's war- 
rant, ht two or three of them before 
lord Mansfield. Mr. Fitz — Kk, alarmed. 
at the manager's reſolution, ht pro- 
per to attend the judge, where the uſual 


paleneſs of his 2 perfect 


ly of a livid colour by the dreadful rebuke 


of lord Mansfield, wha told him ſolemnly, 


that if a life was loſt in this tumultuous: 
conteſt, he would be anſwerable for it with 
his own. - 

Nomwithiiaading this ſevere check, the 
ne and his confederates were deter- 


mined to finiſh-what they had begun, and 


force the manager to a compliance. How-- 
ever, they changed their mode of attack, 
ſenſible that force might be attended with 


bad conſequences, and, perhaps, the chief 


juſtice's ſentence be completed in their own 
perſons, by poceeding to deſtroy the ben- 
ches, and other like acts of violence. As 
ſoon as the play houſe was refitted, they 
attended as — but contented them- 


2 ſelves | 


1 
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ſelves with-laughing, hing, and ſuch like 
innocent practices, to interrupt the play, 
till the manager ſhould comply with "_ 
arbitrary decrees; Mr. Beard finding it 
impoſtble to keep open the doors of the 
theatre to any purpoſe without ſubmitting 
to theſe dictators, at laſt SATs MR and 
PRs was reſtored. 

Thus ended this formidable riot. Whats 
ever the public gained by the victory of 
Mr, Fitz. k and his friends, in the won- 
derful privilege of ſeeing two acts of a play 
at half price, and the exalting of panto- 
mime to a rank ſuperior to tragedy and 
comedy, ſo much boaſted of by og ir 
ſpirators, ho called themſelves the town; 
Joan tell them honeſtly, they owed theſe 
great emoluments to the private reſentment 
of a ſplenetio man, not to public ſpirit: or 
patriotic principle. And, as it will ſerve to 
Mew the falſe pretences, as well as mean 
Paſſions' of men, who, to gratify their ill- 


nature and malice, make an oſtentatious 


parade of deep concern for the intereſts of 
others, I will give a ſhort narrative of the 
quarrel which gave _ to this theatnoal 
VEGA 1 
Mr. Fitz k was a inn br 
2781 6500 a moderate income left him by 
His father. His education had given him a 
taſte for the belles letters, more eſpecially 
for . writings. He was à fre- 
quenter 
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quenter of the coffee-houſes:ahout Covent- 
garden, eſpeeially the Bedford. 
This gentleman being a — 
ant at the theatre, and eſteemed to be no 
mean judge of the merit of authors and 

actors, he was introduced to Mr. 
and, I believe, complimented with he 
freedom of his playhouſe. By his gentle 
and 1 addreſs, he ſo far gained 
Mr. Garrick's favour and —_—_ that, from 
an acquaintance, he ranked bim amaagſt 
the number of his friends. 
The oriticiſms which Mr. Faber 
firſt publiſned in the news- papers were 
rather of the liberal ſort, favourable to the 
manager, and kind to the actor. A little 
ſucceſs, owing to the flattering and exube- 
rant applauſes of his friends, inſpired him 
with an immoderate ſhare of conceit and 
vanity. He who: had been modeſt and 
doubtful before; became All of a ſudden 
confident and deciſive. The: preciſe; time 
when this critic began to conceive his 
obſetvations of ſuch intrinſie value, as to 
think himſelf a better judge of acting than 
Roſcius himſelf, and announced his ſuperior 
importance to 'the public, Ido not know; 
but I remember well the critical time which 
he ſeized upon for an open rupture with 
Mr. Garrick, was at a meeting of a reſpect- 
able: ſociety called the Shakeſpeare Club, 
. er berncbieh — W by 


> 


_ of — — — 
choſen a member. What the buſineſs was 
of this club, more than drinking toafts'to 
the immortal remembrance of the great 
dramatic writer, and refreſhing their minds 
with the recital of his various excellencies, 
J cannot recollect; but it 2 that, 
at a meeting of this aſſembly, when Mr. 
Garrick was abſent, it was propoſed by 
ſome of the members to contrive ſome 
pecukar marks of honour from their ſociety 
to Shakeſpeare, a gentleman moved, that 
as Mr. Garrick, the great admirer and beſt 
ſpeaking —— of the poet, was 
abſent, ll buſineſs of that kind ſhould be 
Poſtponed to another time. 

Mr. Fitz------k now laid hold of this: 

incident to give vent to the malevolence of 
his temper, which he had hitherto ſmother-- 
ed; or 5 leaſt 1 He 8 | 
any gentleman. id propoſe de 
3 buſineſs of the club i blond 2 
member's abſence, who was certainly the 
moſt inſignificant perſon that belonged to 
their ſociety. - 
This unexpected declaration of ill-will 
to a man who had never given the ſmalleſt 
provocation for ſuch inimical behaviour, 
ſurpriſed every body preſent. 

ur Garrick called upon Mr. Fitz——k 
for an explanation, but could obtain _ 
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he would neither recede, by making an 
for a raſh or inadvertant expreſſion, 
which would have been accepted; nor 
ry his conduct, by ſupporting what he 
had ſaid in a manner becoming the man 
who had given juſt cauſe of offence. Com- 
mon friends to Mr. 'Fitz———-k and Mr. 
Garrick propoſed and appointed ſeveral 
meetings, but in vain. Whether the aggreſ- 
ſor thought a player was neither a creature 
| deſerving a reaſonable conceſſion or ho- 
nourable reſentment, I cannot-pretend to 
decide; but his enmity to Mr. Garrick was 
neither removed by Rene; nor 
maintained by an act of oourage. 

His cenſures of Mr. Garrick's manner 
of acting from this time became more fre- 
you ſevere, and acrimonious. Like 

fooliſh rherorician who preſumed to 
pronounce lectures on the art of war before 
Hannibal, this'daring critic found fault 
with the emphaſis and eQion of our 'Eng- 
liſh Roſcius. e wrote letters in a r 
called the Craftſman, ſigned X. V. Z. In 
theſe he endeavoured to undeceive the 
public'in their opinion of their favourite 
actor, and to prove that he was a theatri- 
2 - ſtor. Not content with pouring 
e effuſions of a weak brain and 

1 mind in a weekly paper, he 
collected them together, and publiſhed 
them in a ſhilling pamphlet, intitled, An 


Inguiry 2 


$0 : 3" 
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4 7 THEAKIRE: OE a - 
þ ugg htreg Mani of i pertain popular 
L Performer, in a: Series. of Remer s, uh. engl 
© - troduftion, do David.Garrick, HE 
But however favourably he and 1 ad-- 
1 mirers might judge of this, motley. tiſſue of 
-rancour and impertinence, the, public in. 
general received theſe criticiſms with negli- 
[gence and contempt. The Reyiewers in- 
-deedz: by pointing out their inhignificaney, 
4 kept tem abus a day, and Wen pong 
-Ggned. them to oblivion. 
0: Againſt the attacks of a mari fy weak, | 
ſo vain, and ſo malicious, Mr. Garrick 
judged: that ridicule ,,would be his ſureſt 
guard, and moſt offenſive weapon. A poem 
vas publiſhed called the F 9 5 rex 
was univerſally and juſtly attributed to Mr. 
Gatrick. With much humour, great viva- | 
f 


city, pleaſantry and wit, he played with 
the tremendous plot of Fizgigg, the herd 
of the poem, and the members of his on 
temptible club. He character 
4 things-of a- peculiar ſpecies, —— to- 
|” gether in aſſembly at Hampſtead, to plot 
3 the downfall of Garrick, ther great enemy, 
who had moſt abominably expqſed them 
in his: farce of | Miſs in 8 Teens... The 
i author employs colours of — eng — 4 
ently: an ag i —. when 
-he deſcribes: the ſoft inſigni! ance, . Con- 
ſeeguential unimportange, and harmleſs 
1 eee of theſe dainty nothings. The 
c * Poem 


| 
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poem is really curious, and now out of 
print, or at leaſt not to be purchaſed 
ſingly.“ A few quotations 505 it will, 
I believe, be diverting to the reader. 
The poet thus invokes his muſe: 


Say, goſſip muſe, who loy'ſt to prattle, p 
And fill the town with tittle tattle z 

To tell a ſecret ſuch-x bliſs is, 

Say for what cauſe theſe maſter miſſes #3 
To Garrick ſuch a hatred bore, - . 
That long they with'd to make him ſore? 
To bind the monſter hand and foot, 

Like Gulliver in Lilliput ; 

With birchin twigs to flex. his Kin, 
And each to ſtick him with a pin? 
Are things ſo delicate ſo fell.! 

Can cherubims be imps of hell ? 

Tell us how'ſpite a ſcheme begot, nnd} 
Who laid the eggs, who hatch'd the plot. 
O ſing in namby pamby feet, 

Like to the ſubject, tripping -neat ; 

Snatch ev'ry grace that fancy. reaches; 
Relate their paſſions, plottings, ſpeeches: 
You, when their Pan Fribblerĩium ſat,  -. 
Saw them conven'd, and heard their chat; 
Saw all their wriggling, fuming, fretting, 
Their nodding, friſking, and curvetting ; _ 
Each minute ſaw their rage grow ſtronger, 
Till the dear things could hold no longer 
But out burft forth the dreadful vow 

To boa bz !—Rut when, and how? 


* Latel oy Sh. reprinted in a very Br. miſcel- 


IR ublibed in 2 vols. by Mr. Dilly. | 
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And where? O muſe, thy lyre new-ſtring, 
The How, the When, the Where, to ing. 
Say in what ſign the ſun had enter'd | 
When theſe ſweet ſouls on plotting i e 
was when the balmy breath of May 
Makes tender lambkins ſport and — 9 ; 
| When tenderer fribbles walk, and dare 
To gather noſegays in the air. 


—ͤ —— 


There is a place upon a hill, 
Where cits of pleaſure take their fill; 
W here hautboys ſcream, and fiddles ſqueak, 
To ſweat the #i/to once a wetkk 
Where joy of late unmix d with noiſe 
Of romping girls and drunken boys; 
Where Br, ſweet maid, appear d, 
And in her hand brought Johnny Beard. 
Ta here (for public rooms are free) 
They met to plot and drink their tea. 
Each on a ſattin ſtool was ſeated, 
Wh, ch, nicely-quilted, curtain'd, pleated, 
Did all their Tarjous ici diſplay . 
Each workid his own, to grace the day. 
Above the reſt, and 'ſot apart, 
A chair was plac'd, where eurious art, 
With 4ace-and fringe, to honour meant 
Him they ſhould chuſe their preſident. 


After ſome debate, one of 'the-fribble 
heroes, Sir Cock-a- Doodle, propoſes to 
chuſe Fizgigg for their chairman, whom 
he declares to be the moſt proper perſon to 
carry on the war with vigour againſt the 


common enemy. Fizgigg is thus de- 
ſeribed: Pi 
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At which one larger than. the reſt, 


With viſage ſleek, and ſwelling cheſt, 
With ſtreteh'd-out hngers, and a. 


Stuck to his hips, n dum, 
Roſe — 


Captain Pattypan EF to deſtroy 
Garrick by the word. 


8 A lest began 
The valiant Captain Pattypan: 
Wich kimbow'd aro, and toſſing head, 
He bridled up—Wear I this red ? 
Sball blood be named, and i be dumb? = 
For that, and that alone, I. ce 
Slerys my call, and blood ny trade 
85 And thus——Then forh be drew his Ml 


The Rev. Mr. Marjoram . 
arſenie in the enemy's as the ſureſt 


and ſafeſt method to diſpatch him. 


More ſoft, more gentle than a lamb, 
The reverend Miſter Marjor am 
Aroſe — but firſt, with ſinger's tip, 

He pats che patch upon his lip, b 
Then o'er it glides. his healing ee, 
And thus he ſaid—or rather ſung: 

« gure tis the error of the moon 

What, fight a mimic, a buftoon ! 

In France he has the Church's curſe, 

And England's Church is ten. times worſe. 
Have you not read the Haly Writ 
Juſt re a — wit de 


* Suppoſed * writ by a Methodiſt A 


That 
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Teat every actor is a thing, . | 
* Merry Andrew ' paper king; 

A puppet made of rags and wood, 
The loweſt fon of earth, mere mud ; _ 
Mere publick game, where'er you meet _ 

And coblery as they pleaſe may treat him? 
Slave, coxcomb, venal, and what not? 
Ten thouſand names that Tve forgot - 
Then riſque not thus a precious life 
In ſuch a low, unnatral ſtrife: b 
And ſure to ſtab him would be cruel : 8 5 
I vote for arfonig in his fre 8 


net 


The Chairman cloſes tlie Gate by a aſs 
ſuring them that he has found out a.more 
mortal weapon than, poiſon or * s. 


Then from bis boſam forth be drew 

. A erow-quill pen= Behold, for 5 you, Re 
And your revenge, | this inſtrument! 44 A 

From hell it came, to me twas ſenWt: 
Within is poiſon, ſword, and all ; 
Its point a dagger dipt in gall. 
Keen ling'ring pangs the foe ſhall feel, 
While clouds the hand that ſtabs conce.. 
With this, while living, Pl diſſect him; 
Create his errors, then detect them: 
Swell tiny faults to monſtrous fize;, = 
Then point them out to pur-blind eyes. 
Attended with ſome noiſy cit, | as 
Of ſtrong belief, but puny wat, 
Pl take my (ſeat, be rude and loud, 
That each remark may reach the alt i 
At Lear will laugh, be hard as rocks, 
e ſit at en like . blocks: | 1 5 
When 
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When all is till, we'll roar like thunder ; 15 


When all applaud, be mute, and wonder |. 
In this I boaſt” wncommod cherir! ; 


I like, have prais'd his genius, ſpirit; : 
zit varjous pow'rs, Town divert me; N 
Ti his:fuceeſs nnen hurt me. . 


- Chinchildrew . . e ges 
pen, againſt Fitz and, in ex- 
preſſive lines, deſeribed one of the moſt 
odious characters that nature re of 


prodiicin 

N AE torr his feelings 
might be from the Fribbleriad-and Churc 

ils poetry, ſmothered: his reſentment, till. 
it burſt forth in the riot which he raiſed on 
account of the playhouſe charges. 


Am 
83 
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chAL N 
Author of Ekiira——Some accom. F 1 


His firfl poetical productium— His 1 
tance with Mr. Pope and lord Bolingbroke 

Tragedy of Euridice—=Alfret,' in con- 
Junffiom with Mr. 3 of 


* Thomſon—Tra 
EL duke of h 


wit Mr. Glover —Alfred-—The ber 

* Bolingbroke's' works Behaviour to 4 
rinter-—Stratagem to get Bhuru afted" 
| Succeſs F it==Mallef's religious Arenriples— 
 A'remarkablt org. Dea. a 


- I JEFORE I take notice of the ſucceſs 
which followed Elvira in 1763, the reader 
may defire to peruſe ſome account of Mr. 
Mallet, the author, who had, long before 


that riod, written ſeveral dramatic com- 


poſitions, which were acted at the ſame 

theatre of Drury-lane. 
This actor was, when very young, 

Janitor of the High School of Edinburgh. 
His real name was Mac Gregor, a member 
of a Scotch clan, who had rendered them- 
ſelves ſo notorious, as well gs obnoxious, 
fot acts of violence and robbery, that they 
were obliged, by an act of parliament, to 


change the name of MacGregor for an- 
bother. 


[ 
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other. Our author choſe that of 0 
but after having uſed it ſome time, and 
ſigned it to a deinen, he thought no . 
ſounded' ſo unpolite 
that he afterwards kene it into Maler. 
The firſt production of his muſe, and! 
when he was very wasn ſweet and 
plaintive- ballad called Fillian) and Mar- | 
garet- Captain Thompſon, the editor of 
Andrew Marvell's works; that he 
found this: poetieal noſegay amon 10 
other productions of the ſame author, in a 
folio MS: of his works, and with ſeveral 
publiſhed 1 1827 Addiſon in ne 
Bpechance. N 
The Engliſh poetry, in Marvell's stime, 
Was not arrived at that elegance 
and harmony ſo viſible in the ſong of 'Wil- 
liam and Margaret, andithe hymns and 
verſions of pſalms in the Spectator; which 
latter bear evident marks:of their being 
Mr. Addiſon's own: compolitibn; Nor can 
I preſume to rob Mr; Mallet! of the merit 
writing Wilkam and Margeret, on ſo 
ſlender a proof as tllat of its being found in 
a volume of manuſcript: poems atttibuted 
to Mr. Marvell, a name which deſerves to 
be revered by every ſimeere ldver of hie 
country; Mr. Mallet! having di 
himſelf as a man of learningahticapacity; | 
was appointed travelling tutor to his | 
the e of : —— and his broker, 


* 
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u Gang re Graham. t 
turned to E he wrote his tragedy 
ol Euridice, which was acted at the theatre 
in Drury-lane in 1731. Aaron Hill wrote 
the prologue and epilogue, and was enthu- 
ſiaſtically warm in his praiſes of the play, 
though he found great fault with the act- 
ing of it. Euridice is not written to the 
heart; he language is not original in many 
but borrowed from other plays; 
nor are the ſituations of the characters in- 
tereſting, any more than the characters 
— 2 are juſtly or powerfully drawn; 
Periander and Procles are Tamerlane and 
Bajazot, only in diſfimilar ſituations, of 
fortune.” 

We have in this play rage without pro- 
ducing terror, and grief that cauſes no 
commiſeration. Euridice was revived al- 
moſt thirty years after its firſt repreſentati- 
on. The principal characters were perſo- 
nated by Mr. Garrick and Mrs. Cibber, but 
to no effect The rg of love and jea- 
louſy are, of all ot the moſt ca pabſe of 
affecting the minds of the 1} dates but 
all the fal of a Garrick, _ pathos of a 
Cibber, could not extort a tear from the 
audience. But the author would not take 
the blame upon himſelf; he ſat in the or- 
cheſtra, and beſtowed his execrations plen- 
tifully upon the players, to whom he attri- 
pa the cold reception of his * 


Bs: 
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He ſooh after publiſhed his poem of 
Verbal Criticiſm ; a trite ſatire on pedants 
and pedantry, compoſed of ſuch common 
place raillery as that with which ſmall wits ' 
uſually attack great and eminent ſcholars, 
Bentle: 's Paradiſe Loſt was indeed a fair 
mark 10 
work amongſt the dotages of that learned 
man, who publiſhed his edition of Milton 


[ 


| 


1 


r cenſure; and we muſt reckon that 


„ a very advanced age. But Mallet's attack 
n Theobald was equally ignorant and 


illderal; for the Shakeſpeare Reſtored of 
i writer laid the foundation of juſt criti- 


ciſm upon our great poet. However, the 


poem was written with a deſign to ingrati- 
ate the author with Mr. Pope, who ſoon af- 


ter introduced him to lord Bolingbroke! 


Thomſon and Mallet were recommend- ' 
ed to the patronage of Frederick prince of 


Wales, who appointed them both his (e- 
cretaries. The politics of St. James's.and 
of Leiceſter Houſe being very oppolite, 
theſe writers were employed by the friends 
of the prince to juſtify his conduct, and 


vindicate his cauſe, by attacking the admi- 


niſtration of Str Robert Walpole. 


It muſt be confeſſed that no prince was $ 


ever ſurrounded with men of more exten- 


five abilities and greater worth than Fre- 


derick prince of Wales, who, I am well in- 
formed, ſometimes condeſcended to take 


up the _ in vindication of his own cauſe; 
Vor. 


a bf 


_- 
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but ſo diffident was his royal HERA of 
his own abilities, that he generally deſtroy- 
ed what he had written, though. 1 might 
ſometimes permit Dr. B.- or ſome other 
able writer, to * 2 Aus uſe of his ideas. The 
two poets, Thomſon and Mallet, did not 
Th . to underſtand political argument, 
OL were ſuppoſed. capable of intereſtin 
lie 134 ne of their maſter's caule. 
| working up a fable in a tra- 
| 7 5 in the drawing characters, and 
giving them. ſuch language, as an audience 
could not fail, properly to apply. Thomſon, 
under tbe. auſpices, of his great. patron, 
| N bis Agamemnon on Drury-lane 
Nage, I remember the followin ſpeech. of 
the bee character in the play . 
was Ipo ee was greatly ap- 
W 


—— an moſt gultkal bade 
Ort every evil O that I in thunder 
Could ſound it o'er the liſt ning world to länge 
e fee ta wwicked\hands. 


n, thoug h well ek was 
not written, agrrepbly to the taſte of the 
critics, who very juſtly obſerved; that he 
had not entirely preſerved, antient manners 
and characters; Clytemneſtra did: not re- 
ſemble the portrait drawn of her by . 
chylus, which is more conſiſtent and agree- 
able . History. The diſpleaſure of = au- 
ence. 
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dience ſhewn to certain; ſcenes produced a 
whimſical effect upon the author; he had 
promiſed to meet ſome friends at a tavern 
as foon as the was ended, but he was 
obliged to defer his attending them to a 
very late hour. When he came, they afk- 
ed him the reafon of hisftay ; he told them, 
that the critics had ſweated him ſo terribly 
by their ſevere treatment of certain parts 


of his tragedy, that the perſpiration was ſo 


violent, as to render his wig unfit to wear; 


and that he had ſpent a great deal of time 


amongſt the peruke- makers in procuring a 
proper coven for his head. 
Though Thomſon's Edward and Eleo- 
nora was excluded the ſtage, becauſe the 
licenſer ſaw, as he imagined, a formidable 
attack upon the miniſter; Mallet's Muſta- 
ha, wthch was: ſaid: to glance both at the 
— and Sir Robert Walpole, in the cha- 
racters of Solyman the Magnificent and 
Ruſtan his vizier, was acted with” great 
applauſe. | 1 
On the firſt night of its exhibition were 


aſſembled all the chiefs, in oppoſition to 


the court; and many ſpeeches were appli- 
ed by the audience to the — iis. 
vances of the times, and to perſons and 
characters. The play was in general well 
actedi; more particu y the parts of Soly- 
man and 
Mr. Pope was preſent, in the: boxes; and 


C 2 at 


„by Quin and Milward. 
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at the end of the play went behind the 
ſcenes, a place which he had not viſited 
for ſome years. He expreſſed himſelf to be 
well pleaſed with his entertainment; and 
particularly addreſſed himſelf to Quin, who 
was greatly flattered with the diſtinction 
der him by ſo great a man; and when. 
Pope's ſervant brought his maſter's ſcarlet 
cloak, Quin inſiſted upon the honour of 
b 
The language of Muſtapha differs wide- 
ly from that of Euridice, which abounds in 
- turgid expreſſion; the former is more flow- 
ing and genuine, as well as more eaſy and 
natural. In all probability Mr. Pope con- 
tributed not a little to this viſible altera- 
tion of ſtyle. The characters of Solyman, 
Muſtapha, Zanga, Ruſtan, and Roxolana, 
are drawn with ſkill; and the conduct of 
the fable is managed with ſome degree of 
probability. The play is founded on the 
Jjealouſy of power, which cannot bear a ri- 
val in a ſucceſſor. The author has in ſeve- 
ral places made good uſe of Tacitus, parti- 
cularly in a ſpeech of Ruſtan, where he de- 
ſcribes the tumultuous behaviour of the ja- 
nizaries at the appearance of the emperor ; 
which is nearly a tranſlation of an admira- 
ble paſſage in that writer, where he deſcribes 
the ſtruggle of contending paſſions in the 
equally terrified and ag Roman le- 
gions in Pannonia, when in the preſence of 
A their 
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their general Druſus, the emperor's ſon.— 
Il quoties oculos ad multitudinem retule- 
rant, vocibus: truculentis firepere, rurſum 
viſo Ceſare, trepidare, murmur incertum, 


When they caſt their eyes abroad 
On their own gather'd ſtrength, rekindled rage 
Spoke loud their madneſs.in tempeſtuous ſhouts, 
And mingled uproar !—I beheld from far 
The various horror; how at once they rag'd, 
At once kept filence and as thwarting paſſions: 
By turns prevail'd, were dreadful and diſmay'd. 


. Thomſon and Mallet were ſoon. after 
. commanded by the prince of Wales to write 
the maſque of Alfred, to celebrate the 


ter; which was twice acted, in the gardens 


Mrs. Horton, and other players. The ac- 
commodations for the company, I was 
told, were but, ſcanty, and ill. managed; 
and the players were not treated as per ſons 


Quin, I believe, was admitted among thoſe 
of the higher order; and Mrs. Clive might 
be ſafely truſted to take care of herſelf 
any where... _ OT, 
Mr. Mallet's reputation was now ſo high- 
Iy advanced, that the dutcheſs of Marl 
rough left 1000]. by legacy to him and 


C 3 Mr.. 


atrox clamor, et repente quies, diverſis ani-. 
morum motibus. pavebent, terrebantque : 


birthday of lady Auguſta, His eldeft daugh- | 
of Clifden, by Quin, Milward, Mrs. Clive, 


ought to be who ate employed by a prince. 


* 


| | 
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Mr. Glove, as a reward for writing the life 
of the duke of Marlborough. The latter 
declining the taſk, the whole ſum became 

the property of the former. 

Mr. Mallet, after the death of his friend 
'Thomſon, which happened in 1748, re- 
ſumed the ſtory of Alfred, on which they 
had written in conjunction. He obſerved 
that in the firſt ſketch, Alfred was but the 
ſecond character in his own piece; and this, 
I imagine, was owing to 
Quin, whoſe manner of ſpeaking and figure 
were better adapted to the part of the her- 
mit than Alfred. He found himſelf obliged 
- to, make great alterations, more agreeable 


to the dignity of the principal part, and 


more ſuited to Mr, Garrick's. perſon and 
powers, who undertook to act it. Abun- 
dance of ſongs, and ſome odes, were added, 
and many new incidents and characters; ſo 
that little of the old maſque remained. In 
| 2 of magnificent triumphal arch- 
es, dances of furies, various harmony of 
muſic and incantations, fine ſcenes and 
I maſque exceeded every thing 
which had ever before made its appearance 
on the Engliſh ſtage. OE Ive” 
Ihe ſubject was noble, and well worthy 
the pen of the moſt ſublime genius. I ſcarce 
know any character in hiſtory ſo truly 
„ grand 


e influence of | 
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and we may defy all the writers 

days to out own = furniſh one equal in eve 
ry prittcely virtue to this . Kin 
That Maltet's gemus could mot rife to t 


idea of this great and accompfiſned man, is 


not to be wondered at; but at ' the fame 
time we muſt grant that the attempt, was 
enetous. He his laid hold of a circum- 
nce in his hiſtory truly dramatical,. his 
diſguiſing himſelf in a mean habit, to pre- 
ſerve himſelf for occaſions to dehver his 
people from the tyranny of the Danes, and 
to reſtore * ; and 1 — muſt be ow n- 
ed too, that the prineiples of government 
which de inculcates throughout the piece, 
are liberal, and fit for the inſtruction of a 
prince who is to govern a Free people. 

This maſque was, I believe, Written un- 
der the influence, and by the encoutage- 
ment of lord Bohngbroke; nor do the po- 
litical maxims inſaſted in it differ from 
thoſe laid down ſo © in his idea of 
the Patriot King. More than this, and 
what the reader will perhaps, think worth 


* Swift, im is lick of fix 
no feventh (as he ſa ys) could be added, might have 
very ſafely made a ſeptemvirgte with Alfred; who- 


| deſerved a better title to fame than Ariftides:;.a man 


who, after having robbed the. commot treaſury of 
Greece depoſited at Delphos, declared indeed 4 that 
the action Was. not juſt, but very profitable. * 


C 4 
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3 his attention, lord rd Bolingbroke wrote the 
_ three following ſtanzas in the celebrated 
' ſong of Rule . &c, in the year 
1751, a few months before his death, and 
K | which, I ſuppoſe, he intended to be pro- 
| phetical of the glories of his * Ma- 
wall \ © WER 3 


© Should war, ſhould faction ſhake the ile, 
And fink to poverty and ſhame, 
Heaven ſtill ſhall on Britannia ſmile, i 
| Reſtore her wealth, and raiſe her name. 
Rule, Britannia, rule the waves: {| 
Britons never will be ſlaves. | 
Hoy bleſt the prince reſerv'd by fate, 
In adverſe days to mount thy throne, =o 
Renew thy once triumphant ſtate, oy * 


And on thy grandeur build his own. 
Rule, Britannia, &c. 


Hi race ſhall long, in times to come, 
So heaven ordains, thy ſceptre wield ; 
Rever'd abroad, beloy'd at home, 1 . 
| And be at once thy ſword and ſhield. | 
| Rule, Britannia, &c. . 


Mr. Mallet, about the year 1749, 
employed by his patron, N * | 
buſineſs which, if he had any feeling, muſt 
have been very diſagreeable to him, the 
- wiiting the preface to an edition of tae 
Patriot King, in which he was oonges to 
cenſure the conduct of his friend Mr. P rh 
This 


e — * N * . 1 
o * 8 : * * 1 a 
* * 


joined t6 communicate the knowledge of it 

to a few ſelect perſons only; but he had, 

unknown to the author, printed an edition 
ivately of 1 500-copies.. 

To undertake the defence of Mr. Pojer 
would argue either fölly or difingenuity ;- 
where pardon is wanted, apology is pre- 
ſumption. Bat; after all, did he deſerve to 
be expoſed ſo publickly and ſo ſeverely by 
the man whom he loved, nay adored, and 
whoſe praiſes; in his admirable verſes; will 
live to all poſteriry*' No, ſurely he that 
eould confer immortality might well be 
forgiven-the intended publication of a work 


which did honour. to him who was: inten- 


tionally deprived of the right-to-publiſh it. 

The Hermit, or Amyntor and Theodora, 
a poem, Mr. Mallet publiſned, E think, 
about the year 1452: Some” critics have 
been very warm in their cenſures of it, and 
particularly Dr. Warton, in his Eſſay on: 


the Life and Writings of Pope: The 


% nauſeous affectation of expreſling every 
* thing-pompouſly and poetically, is no 


«<-where more viſible than in a poem, lately 
* publiſhed; Vows r N _ Theo- 


«-dora. i 
. Warton is aid: to be ih 
_candour as learning, and I am inclined to 


believe it; but he muſt weder aper 
r ee very 


pAviD GARRICK, AH „ 
This great man had been entruſted Witha- 
few printed copies of the book, and en 


I 
* 


| the tear of anguiſh from the moſt unfeeling 


and favage 


1751, and lelt all: his writings, publiſhed 
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very fers, to have — for 


uncandid g ſentence upon it. 


It is, of all Mallet's poems, che moſt 
affecting and pathetic; and Rk, if he 
had nee or up into a play, as he once in- 
tended, would have a very 
effeck. What 3 glorious part would Garrick 
have made of either Aurelius or Amyntor! 
and how much would the public "ct been 
charmed with Mrs. Cibber's Theodora 
There are in this poem two interviews 


| between Aurelius and Amyntor, and A- 


myntor and Theodora,, which will force 


The Hermit has, beſides theſe — 3but 
teres great merit. The deſcriptions of wild 
na ture are ſtriking and pictu- 
reſque; the ſtorm and ſhipwreck are work- 
ed up with all the images natural to the 
tremendous ſcene : it abounds with many 


excellent moral precepts, - which receive 


weight and energy from the ſanction of re- 


ligion :/ deſpair dad ſuicide are diſcounte- 


nanced, and mentioned with horror and 
deteftation; an awful ſubmiſſion to the di- 


vine will is ſtrongly inculcated throughout 


the whole poem. So far from cenſuring 
Mr. Mallet's poem of the Hermit, Dr. 
Warton ſhould rather have exclaimed, with 
friend of truth and virtue. 
| "Of! i ſit anna; diveſſet {| 
Lites Bolingbroke died in December 


and 
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reſpect to thoſe political Wotks printed th. 

his lifetime, he exprefſed himſelf cautiof- 

I, as if he foreſaw that ſomebody would. 
lay claim to them; and therefore he left 
3 to his legatee, as far as he lawfully 
cou 1 9 919 . 330 „ In 
When Mallet had 


prepated Jord Bulitig- 
broke's works for the preſs, be was * 
ed witha claim of Mr. Richard Franckim, 
the printer, who had, in 1726, publifhed 
lord Bolingbroke's Pohfical Tracts; and in 
1725-6, retailed in the Craftiinan his Re-- 
E pon the Hiſtory of England, and 
his Differtatwn on Parties; and afterwards. 
by the conſent, or at leaſt connivance, of 
the authot, printed them in ſeperate yo 
lutnes. And indeed the printer and pub- 
liſher of the Craftſman had a claim, from 
his ſufferings at kaſt, to all that the heads 
of the then country party could do for him. 
He was proſeuuted by the Crown ſcveral 
times, and had been confined feveral years 
in the ptiſon of the King's Bench fr a 
letter written from the Hague, which, at 
this time, would have paſſed unnoticed. - 
Tis true, (ſeveral noblemen and gentlemen. 
ſubſcribed,  exgh'of them, a ſüm of 501 
to Franickliti, as à compenſation Ft his 
| boffes;- andit is as true, that no more than. 
three of them pil their mofley. Lord 
Ba th was one. Francklin was printer 


to 
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0 Drury lane theatre. He and 1 
ere adviſed by Mr. Garrick, and other 
friends, to leave the matter in diſpute to 
the arbitration of two perſons who were 
| ſuppoſed by them to be competent judges 
of the queſtion. Mallet named; Mr. Gar- 
rick's friend, Mr. Draper, a partner of 
Jacob Jonſon; ; and F e choſe 
Thomas Wotton, an eminent bookſeller, 
who had retired from buſineſs, A writing 
was drawn, wherein the queſtion was ſtated, 
and a power given tothe umpires to decide 
upon it, ſigned by the parties. 
| After mature deliberation, te arbitrators 
gave their decree in w as follows: 
That Mr. Mallet ſhould pay Mr. Francklin 
the ſum of five hundred pounds, for leave 
to print the political works of lord Boling- 
broke, which had been publiſhed in his 
lordſhip's life-time, in a complete collection 
of the 0 nobleman's writings, and in any 
form which he thought proper, and as often 
as he pleaſed; with this proviſo, that Mr. 
: Francklin ſhould be at liberty to print the 
we in queſtion in ſeparate volumes, as 
uſual. _ 

Mr. Mallet did by no means approve the 
deciſion; and Francklin, by truſting to his 
| honour, i in not having inſiſted upon bonds 
of arbitration, was Cc N the benefit 
. the aware. 


A near 


which he diſperſed in the metropolis, eſpe- 
cially in all de eh Wee ELIE. 
es, and particularly in that which Mr. 
Mallet uſed to viſit almoſt every day. Soon 
after ſeveral of Mr. Mallet's and Mr. 
Francklin's caſe had been laid on the table, 
the former entered the room of this coffee- 
houſe, and took up one of them, as if he 
intended to read it; but he was ſo confound- 
ed with the ſubject, that he withdrew, tak- 


ing the prop et with him, which was im- 
* 


mediately replaced by the perſon who came 
for the purpoſe of diſperſing it. n 

The ſum of five hundred pounds, for 
leave to print two or three old volumes, 


will doubtleſs appear exorbitant at preſent; 


but, at that time, the right of copy was 
eſteemed a valuable perpetuity ,, and we 
cannot now condemn two very intelligent 


and honeſt men for a deciſion in favour of 


that property which was fo highly rated 
above ſix and twenty years ago. Mr. Mal- 
let's conduct will not bear juſtification. But 
though we cannot defend his behaviour, 
we may perhaps alledge ſomething by way 
of excuſe. Mr. Mallet and his lady appear- 
ed to all the world to be the happieſt couple 
in it, and I deſire to have no doubt that 
they really were what they wiſhed theworld 
ſhould think them. However, Mrs. Mallet, 


A near relation of the printer ſtated the 
facts, as related, in a ſmall pamphlet, 
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to her exceſſive love, Joined the moſt con- 

ſummate prudence. Every flulling of her 

fortune, which amounted to ſeven or cight | 
thouſand pounds, ſhe ſettled upon herſelf; 
but then The took all imaginable care that 
Mr. Mallet ſhould appear like a gentleman 
of diſtinction, and, from her great kind- 
nels, always choſe herſelf to Den no every 
thing that he wore; hat, ſtockings, coat, 
wailtcoat, &c. were all of her own choice, 
and at her own coſt; and ſuch was the 
warmth of her fondneſs, that ſhe took care 
all the world ſhould know the pains be- 
ſtowed on her huſband's dreſs.“ 34 
_ - Mallet dreatnt of getting golden moun- 
tains by Bolingbroke's legacy; he was ſo 
ſanguine in his expectations, that he re- 
jected the offer of three thouſand pounds 
tendered to him by Mr. Millar the book- 
ſeller, for the copy-right of that noble- 
man's works; at the ſame time, he was fo 
 .diſtreſs'd for caſh, that he was forced to 
borrow money of this very bookſeller to 
pay his ſtationer and printer. 

Io have paid Mr. Francklin the allotted: 
fine of five hundred pounds, would have 
been a moſt diſtreſsful circumftance to 

Mallet; and we muſt chatitably ſuppoſe, 
that his conduct on that occaſion was not 


p * 


an act of choice, but of neceſſity. 


r. Mallets favourite dreſs was a ſuit of black 1 
n 83 | 
i; Mallet of 
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Mallet heartily repented his refuſal of 
Mr. Millar's o, for the firſt impteſſion 
of his edition of Bolingbroke's works was 
not ſold off in twenty eas. 
This whole Dinge to a 
ſtage hiſtory, and perhaps be termed an 
idle digreſſion; but it will not altogether 
appear ſo very unconnected wirh the nar- 
rative I propoſed to write, when the rea- 
der is told that Mr. Garrick, who was an 
acquaintance of_Mr. Pelham, and a firm 
friend to the eſtabliſhment in church and 
ſtate, publiſhed an ode, which is to be ſeen 
in Mr. Dodſley's Poems, and well deſerves 
a place in that collection; in which he la- 
ments very pathetically two things, the 
death of Mr. Pelham, and the publication 
of Bolingbroke's works, which fell out on 
the ſame day, March 6, 1754. | 
A few quotations from this little poem 
will give the reader a taſte of his genius in 
this ſpecies of writing, a — 2 his un- 
alterable regard for Mr. Pelham, and of 
his deteſtation of the philoſophical and re- 
ligious principles of St. John. Vs: 
In the firſt and ſecond ſtanzas he in- 
ſiſts upon the generous and diſintereſted 
motives which inſpire his muſe to lament 
the death of Mr, Pelham. _ 9 

Let others hail the riſing ſun. 

I bow to that whoſe courſe is run, 
Which ſets in endleſs night ; 

Whoſe rays benignant bleſs'd the iſſe, 

Made peaceful nature round it ſmile ,.. 
Nack With calm, but chearful ght. 


No 


5 


e 


He then explains his meaning, by pointing 
out two dreadful events of one E n 
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"No any pa probs my praiſe, 
No future proſpects prompt my lags, l 
From real grief they flow. 3 
Leatch che alarm from Britain's fears, 089+ Led 
My ſorrows fall with Britain's tears, == 

And join a nation's woe. "7 


After deſcribing the an and 
mourning of a grateful people for the loſs 


ok fo patriotic a miniſter, and the more af- 


fectionate forrow of his intimate friends, 
hie- family and relations, he 8 the 
tical tribe, reproachi em for their 
lence on ſuch a e e and 
fo public a calamity.. 


What, mute, ye bards. 1 verſe, 
No chaplets to adorn his hearſe ? hey: 
Io crown the good and juſt ? 2 
| Your flowers in warmer regions bloom 4 
You ſeek no penſions from the tomb, . 
No laurels.from the duſt. 


He ſu ge that ſome crime of the hos 


eſt dye had provoked the hand of Heaven 


to ſnatch from Britain-its greateſt ornament. 
and defence; and to puniſh our wickedneis, 


by calling off our guardian angel, and per- 


mitting our evil genius to ſtalk at hike.” 


day. ; 
The ſame ſad niorn to ebe and % b 
(So for our ſins twas fix d by fate,) 
A double ſtroke was givn; ; 
Black as the whirlwinds of the north, 
St. John's fell genius iſſued forth, 
And Pelham. fied to heaven. | 


- Then; 
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Then, in the true ſpirit of poetry, he ad- 


dreſſes the divine of his deceaſed friend, 
and begs him ſtill to watch over Britain. 
Look down, much honoured ſhade, below, 


Stil let thy pity aid our woe, ö 
Stretch out thy healing hand * 

Reſume thoſe feelings which on earth 

Proclaim'd thy patriot love and worth, 
And fave a ſinking land. 


be next ſtanza ſeems to imply that Pel- 
ham had miſplaced his confidence, and che- 
riſhed men other of his friendſhip.” * 


Search with thy more than mortal eye - 
The breaſts of all thy friends j deſcry 

What there has got poſſeſſion; © | 
See if thy — heart 
In ſome, for truth, miſtook not * {4 

For principle, profeſſion, n 
He then exhorts him to guard 2 king, 
on whom the nation's welfare de Tg 
from ſuch diſguiſed traitors. 


From theſe the peſts of human hind, * 
Whom royal bounty cannot bind, 
Protect our parent king | 
- Unmaſk their treach' ry to his ſght,. 


Drag forth the vipers into "ght, 
And cruſh them ere they ſting. 


He-concludes. with a warm invitation to 
the patriotic band to unite in the cauſe of 
their country, and to imitate ew virtues. of 
Pelham, 


| "1 


Units, | 
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_ Unite, ye kindred ſons of worth, _ 
Strangle bold faction in its birth, 
Be Britain's weal your view ; 
For this great end let all combine, 
Let virtue Tink each fair defign, 
And Pelham live in you. 


Mr. Mallet's maſque of Britannia was 
acted in 1955. Mr. Garrick ſpoke a hu- 
mourous epilogue to it in the character of 
n drunken ſailor, part of which he com- 
The maſcque has little variety in it, nor 
does it charm either with power of intagt- 
nation or energy of ſentiment, The Bri- 
tons are called bold and brave in oe p 
rough and honeſt in another. The pfaineſt 
is the trueſt heart Let not Punic art amuſe 
thee—Let not Punic oaths abuſe thee, &c. 
With ſuch trite thoughts and hackneyed 
L metre does the Britannia abound; However, 
Mallet gained what he wanted by it; it 
was acted a few nights, and played for the 
benefit of the U w. 
There was indeed ſomething in this 
maſque that deferves our remembrance. 
Britannia was repreſented by Mrs. Jeffer- 
ſon, the moſt complete figure in beauty of 
countenance and ſymmetry of form I ever 
beheld. This good woman {for ſhe was as 
| virtuous as fair) was fo unaffected and ſum- 
| ple in her behaviour, that ſhe knew not her 
E power of charming. Her beautiful figure 
and majeitic ſtep in the character of Anna 
| Bullen, 
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Bullen, drew the admiration of all that faw 


her. She was very tall; and had ſhe been 
happy in abilities to ac character of con- 
ſequence, the would have been an excel- 
lent partner in for Mr. Barry. In 
the viciffitudes of itmerant acting, ſhe 
had been often reduced, from the ſmall 
number of pla yersin the company ſhe be- 
longed to, is diſguiſe her lovely form, 
and to aflume parts very unfaitable to ſo 
ken Scene, | 

When ſhe was aſked n Shins 
 ſheexcelled in moſt, ſhe innocently ON, 
Old men in 


1 ſuch 
in Od Batchelor, knd Bir 


In the dad of a 
gh, ſhe was ſeized with a ſudden 


to ſand by, and 


ſaved her from fath 
Till the year 1 


Mallet, except a dedication of his poems to 
7 late duke of Marlborough, in winch 


n the life of his great re- 
Lario have not ſeen this dedication, 
| hr any later edition of his works than that 

'of 1959: In the preface to his Alfred he 
had there ſuppreſſed what he had ſaid in a 


former 


in the arms of Mr. 


g on the ground. 
763, we hear nothing of 


iſes himſelf ſpeedily the honour of 
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former advertiſement to that maſque, pub- 
liſhed 1761, that it was written. to amuſe 
himſelf, amidſt the fatigues of his great 
' work, the life of the duke of Marlborough. 
However, this ſame'life, which. he never 
finiſhed, nor of which did he indeed ever 
write any. conſiderable part, ſerved him 
as a kind of ſtalking horſe, to reach at 
any 8 game which he had in. proſpect. 
hen. he finiſhed. his Elvira, he caſt 
about in what manner he could beſt pre- 
vail upon Mr. Garrick to act it. He knew 
that his revived. Euridice, and his.maſque 
of eee had done nothing for the 
Fan bough he had —5 ſome-- 
| feng wg iy ſelf. He waited on 
Mr., Garrick, in the uſual. intercourſe. of 
friendſhip, with Elvira in his pocket. 
Aſter the common ſalute, Mr. Garrick 
aſked him what it was that W Py his 
ſtudies, Why, upon my word, ſaid Mal- 
KY I ameternally fatigued with preparing 
and arranging materials for the life of the 
great duke of Marlborough, all my nights. 
and days are occupied with that hiſtory,; 
Ke you know, Mr. Garrick, that it is a 
very bright and interefting period in the 
Britiſh annals. But hark you, my friend! 
do you know that I have found out a pr 
ſnug nich in it for you? Heh! how's. thazl, 
a nich for me! (ſaid the manager, turnin 
r upon him, ** eyes ſparkling 8-4 
| | unuſual 
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unuſual fire) How the devil could you 
bring me into the hiſtory of John Church- 
ill, duke of Marlborou hat's my bu- 
ſineſs, my dear fac te Joined Mallet) 
but I tell you T have 8598 it. . Well faith! 
you have the art of ſurprizing your friends 
in the moſt unexpected and the politeſt 
0 manner: but why won't you, now, who 
are ſo well qualified, write ſomething for 
the ſtage? You ſhoutd-relax. 2 b 4 
— ha! you know! for I am ſure the 4 
theatre is a mere matter of diverſion, 4 
n to you. | 
Why, faith, (ſaid the other) to tell 
you the truth, I have, whenever I could 
rob the duke of an hour or fo, employed 
myſelf in adaptin ng La Motte's Ines de 
Caſtro to the Engl ſtage, and here it is. 
The manager embraced Elvira with-rap- 
ture, and brought it forward with all ex- 
pedition. | 


ü of che lu, WS rh 


A 
miſs ſuch an opportunity of laughin Wo 


Mr. Garrick's 'vanity, met him one 
en ty hat Boom r — Wig! 4 
the bookſellers to publiſh an edition of the 
Statutes at Large, — he hoped he ſhould 
find a ſaug ach in them to — him. 
The ſtory of Elvira is exceedingly affect- 
ing, and Mirs. -Cibber would excite tears, , 
if poſſible, from inſenſibility; but the ſtyle 
0 Mallet is not dramatic; it CON 
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and, ted woid-of aber and ſingh 


city. Fhe play was well acted, but I be- f 


| nv. it was, topped at the ninth night. 


applications made by the pit to an 
. nobleman, did no manner of 
Gree toit. Mallet, alarmed at the diſ- 
continuing the run of his laſt and favourite 
offspring, acquainted Mr. Garrick by a 
note, pee forty cards from 
perſons of diſtinction, all of beat defired: 
to know the. reaſon why his. play was 
ſtopped; and for an anſwer, he had refer- 
red them to him, the proper judge. 

Mr. Garrick had no ſtomach to t 
the acting of a. tragedy, that was not ap- 
proved . and in which he had 
received ſo a mortification. The 
part of Don Pedro in Elvira was the laſt 
new character he ever acted. 

T have ſaid a great deal of this gentle- 
man, and yet there was a 3 peculia- 
rity in his conduct that I ought. not to 
omit, as it may very convey 
ſome. uſeful advice to others. He was a 
great freethinker, and a very free ſpeaker- 
of his, free thoughts; he made no ſeruple 
to diſſeminate his ſceptical opinions where- 
Ever he could with any propriety introduce 


them 


. table indeed, the lady of the 
houſe (who was a ſtaunch advocate for her 
huſband's opinions) would often; in the 
n of argument, ſay © Sir we deifts.” 

The 
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The lecture upon the non credenda of 
the freethinkers was repeated {o often, and 
urged with ſo much earneſtneſs, that the 
interior domeſtics became bon as able diſ- 


putants as the. heads of the family. The 
fellow who waited-at table being. 


thorough- 
ly convinced, that for any of his miſ-deeds - 
he ſhould have no after account to make, 


his prey 

| Kara, Ok i ſelect friends. At 
firſt. the man was ſullen, and would anſwer 
no queſtions put to him: but being urged 
to give a reaſon fon his infamous behaviour, 
he reſolutely ſaid, Sir, I had heard you ſo 
often talk of the impoſſibility of a future 
Kats, and; thut after death there was no 
reward for virtue, or puniſhment; for vice, 
that I was tempted. to commit the 

(replied Mallet) had 
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Reflections upon the ill Juccefs of Drury-lane the- 
atre in 1763 Mr. Garrick fets out for 
Lay Cauſes of his journey. 


| HE profits of Drury lane theatre, in 

1763, fell very ſhort in their amount to 
' thoſe of preceding years. This was owing 
to one of thoſe revolutions in the public 
taſte, which we cannot well be ſurprized 
at, becauſe it ſo frequently happens, and 
is10 fairly deducible from the love of novel- 
ty and variety. Mr John Beard, a man 

univerſally beloved for his many amiable 
ns, ae, in 1761, ſucceeded his fa- 
ther in law, Mr. Rich, in the management 
of Covent-garden theatre. Mr. Beard was 
a joint ſharer in the patent with ſeveral 


other near relations of Mr. Rich, and was 


with great propriety choſen to manage the 
intereſt of the ſeveral legatees. © 
He applied himſelf with great care to the 
taſk aſhgned him; as he was an excellent 
finger, and a compleat judge of all muſical 
pieces, he was determined to promote; a- 
mongſt other entertainments of the ſtage, 
that which he. underſtood beſt. He, in a 
very ſhort time, preſented to the public 
Engliſh operas and ballad operas, burleſque 

; | operas 


| N perſiſted in refuſing. 
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operas and dramatic reg 7 N 


larly Artaxerxes, 1 
in a Village, Midas, 15 Nad of Sally Mill, 


and the Shepherd's 1 all which were 


layed ſucceſſively, and ſo accommodated 
by muſic, as well as acting, to the, reign= 


ing taſte, that they met with uncommon. 


approbation. But his engaging. a new 
ſinger, rejected by the a by Ns of ** 
ry- lane,.. abſolutely turned 

public approbation, in ſpite of all Ky a 
and various abilities of Mr. Garrick in la- 
vour of Mr. Beard. 

Miſs — 85 a ſcholar of Dr. Arne, had 
been em loyed in an Sado performed 
at Drury lane in the ſpri 62: her 
voice had not then reached t fa ftrength 
and melody, to which, by frequent prac- 
tice, it afterwards attained. However, it 
was then clear, plealing and harmonious, , 
and gave a very, fair promiſe, of riſing to 
great perfection. Arne made a tender of 
her abilities to Mr. Garrick, at a very mo- 


derate income. A taſte for muſic, or even 
a tolerable ear for a ſong, was not amongſt 


Mr. Garrick's ee ee | 
Notwithſtanding he was ſtrongly pil, 

by 7 of his friends to em Is 

1 one 

of his l to reject frequently. propo- 


ſitions from others, though apparently for 


He would always ſeem at 
firſt mover himſelf of every 


his advantage 
leaſt to be 


the 


You 3 D under. 
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| e as if he thought Meng to 
the advice of his friends ed a d degra | 


dation of his underſtanding. 
The enſuing winter he had Fall ISwte to 
repent his obſtinacy; for Mr. Beard made 


Miſg Brent his moſt powerful engine to 
3 the ſucceſs and humble the pride | 


full. A 
the entertainments of the ſtage, 


none has been ſo perpetually ſerviceable to 


the players as Gay's Be 18 A 
new Polly, or a new 1 ſuc- 
ceſſively given ſuch a ſpirit and luſtre to 


that - humorous dramatic 375 nt the 
to it, 10 


public has often run in crow 
for twenty or thirty nights fucceſſi vely. 
Miſs Brent was Geßgegent in beauty, as 
well as form, to repreſent the amiable ſim- 
pkcity of Polly Peachum; but ſuch were 
| my powers of her voice, though in her 


ongs' ſhe was abſolutely wide of the au. 
wo original deſign, (who intended no 


more than the giving a common ballad tune, 
in the ſimpleſt manner) that London ſeems" 


ed to be more enamoured wirh the Beggars F 


Opera, than when the principal parts were 


originally acted by Tom Walke: and Mis 
Fenton, afterwards the dutcheſs of Bolton. 


In vain did Garrick oppoſe his prime 


Ranger and Benedict, Hamlet * Lear, 
to Peih Peachum. That bewitching Syren 
N all the world; and, like * 
, _ SO” 


characters in comed and tra edy, fuch as 


_ 
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after her. 
N Hep his 2 5 n 


of Artaxerxes, in which the fongs were ſet 
to the moſt a hrful muſic by Arne. In 
5 the Evere lured this year by 


D the power of found and fing- 
(nN : 1 a Gatrick were oblig- 


ed Fat e field to Beard and Brent. 
Mr. Garrick had long meditated a jour- 
ney to the continent; and I cannot but ſup- 
poſe, that the ſeveral diſagreeable occur- 
rences which attended the laſt year of his 
management, had contributed to quicken 


his retotation of k leaving for a time his na- 


tive country. His own, and Mrs. Garrick's 
. were not ſo firm as their friends and 

e public wiſhed, The baths of Padua were 
celebrated for their healing power in certain 
diforders, and pronounced efficacious in 
Nuts "Gart 


ſeemed ce fe to w Bag $8 4 mind ac- 
tive and i tive, ſuch Garrick's, 
the 8 of forei 2 4s, would 
afford inſtruction as as entertainment. 


Fhe theatres o 1 — continent, with their 


multifarious exhibitions, might, inall pro- 
bability; firniſh him with proper materials 
to enrich his'own dominions on his return 


home. Hisihclination'to travel might. gain 


additional ſtrengtł from two other motives, 
very incidentał to the human breaſt; the 


delure of increaſing his importance, by not 
D 2 being 


45 


with the opera 


K's cafe. Exercife, amuſement 
and change of air were what her hufhand 


* 


„ DH e GBs: ; \- 


being 00 often ſeen; and convincing the: 
public, that the ſucceſs and ſplendour of 
the ſtage depended ſolely on himſelf. He 
ſet out for Dover, in his way to Calais, 
the 15th of September, 1963, accompa- 
ned by Mrs. Garrick, who, from the da 
of her marriage till the death of; her Uo 7 

band, had never been ſeparated from him 
for twenty-four hows, | 
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ate of the Hage during Mr. Garrick's s 4b. 
fence on his tour to the continent Mr. 
Powell, a young attor,, favoured by Mr. 
| Lacy and Mr. Coleman—Greatly applauded 
and followed —His fondneſs for the . 
acling—Conſequence of a diſpute be 
„um and a low comedian—Hls merit. Eg 
ard. TT wy tl UE 70 S967 | 


/ HEN, Mr. Garrick ſet out on TY 
| 46 he did not leave this theatre un- 
provided of ſome ſupport during his ab- 
ſence: he engaged Pompeo, an Italian 
ſinger; and he recommended to his partner, 
| Po, Mr. George Garrick his brother, whom | 
he had appointed his ſubſtitute in his ab- 
ſence, the performing of ſome muſical pie 
ces, and ſuch ſort of ſtage entertainment 
chiefly as would en * ſight and charm 
the car. 
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The joint lahours of the machiniſt, the 
Painter, and the muſician, with a very (mall 
portion of the poet's art, he knew would 
produce a confiderable effect upon an au- 
dience ſuch as the Engliſh, which is com- 
poſed of all tanks and degrees of people. 
He had, beſides the giving this important 
advice, during the ſummer months, in- 
ſtructed a e Þ whoſe name 
was Powell, in ſeveral characters, and par 
ticularly he” ple of Beaumont a | 
Fletcher, and Poſthumus in Shakeſpeare's 
Cymbeline. But notwithſtanding theſe | 
helps, he had ſo juſt an opinion of his own 
_ perſonal ſtrength, and the great chaſm 
- which, his: abſence muſt create in the ope- 
rations of the theatre, that he aſſured his 
tner he would write to him from every 
Rage of his journey; and if his preſence 
ſhould be found to be abſolutely neceſſary, 
he would be in London at a very ſhort 
warning. 
Powell had the por ſenſe, by a moſt ob- 
ligi e lite addreſs; to recom- 
mend himſelf to Mr. Lacy and Mr. Cole- 
man. The latter was induced either by de- 
fire of Mr. Garrick, or his own opinion of 
the merit of the play, to make Philaſter a 
Proper entertainment for a modern audi- 
ence, by retrenching ſuperfluous, as well 
as improper ſcenes; and with the addition 
of new matter, to connect the ſtory more 


dramatically. 3 
D 3 The 
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The young actor had not only the advan- 
tage of Mr. Garrick's inſtructions, but of 
Mr. Coleman's advice, who conſtantly at- 
tended the rehearſal of Philaſter, and was 
of great ſeryice to the performers, from his 
acquaintance with the drama. 

Mr. Lacy, as well as Mr. Coleman, had 
formed a high opinion of Powell's merit; 
and indeed he did not diſappoint their ex- 
pectations; for to a very brilliant and cri- 
tical, though candid audience, he gave very 

great ſatisfaction and pleaſure; they crown- 
ed his firſt endeavours repeatedly with loud 
and univerſal approbation. Foote was in 
the boxes, and was the only ſnarler in the 
| houſe, he endeavoured to Haugli thoſe who 
ſat near him out of their feelings. but the 
power of nature was too ſtrong for. the 
„„ 19E- 
We mutt not forget that Powell had a 
very able ſecond in the play of Philaſter : 
Mrs. Yates, in the character of Bellario, a 
lady dreſſed in the apparel of a youth, 
diſplayed ſuch an example of chaſte and 
ſimple excellence in acting, by the juſt 
. . repreſentation of that character, as the 
ſtage kad ſearce ever ſeen before. She was 
drefled with the greateſt elegance, as well 
as propriety, and appeared to be a young 
innocent ſhepherd of about ſeventeen. She 
, preſerved Luong! the part a puerile ſoft- 


. neſs and e Mina, joined to the greateſt | 
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expreiſion of ſenſibility. 


could not help feel 
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Powell was particularly happy to- have 
to excellent an aſhſtant in his farſt effort to 
gain the good- will of the town. This young 
actor became the favourite of the public 
to ſuch a degree, that no player, except 
Mr. Barry, had, ſinoe Mr. Garrick's fiiſt 
eclat, ſo captivated the affections of all 
ranks of. . Powell was an enthuſiaſt 
in acting; he loved the practice. of his 
profeſſion to that extent, that he cared not 
what number of parts, however different 
from each other, he was called upon to — 4 
eſent. To the fu rize. of every bod 
he acquitted himſelf dſomely, rip bh 
not equally, in every character which 
attem Had he reſtrained his impetu- 
.olity, he certainly might bave. been twice 
the actor he was. 
Holland, who was the friend of Powell, 
a youn actor of much the ſame age, but 
who had been upon the ſtage for five or ſux 
years, and trained up by the ſame maſter, 
a little jealouſy on 
the great ſucceſs of his acquaintance. He 
was ſo injudicious at firſt, as to decline 
acting in plays where Powell had a princi- 


pal part; but was adviſed by a friend not 
to make himſelf uſeleſs. by 1 5 pee viſh 
pg; inconſiderate conduct, but rather 0 
tace every opportunity to act an equal, 
and ſometimes an inferior part in the ame 
play; fac this behaviour (beſides the advan- 
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tage of being in continual practice) would 
_ convince the public of his diligence and 
readineſs to pleaſe them, and of his not 
being mortified at Powell's good fortune. 
Holland had the judgment to purſue this 
counſel, and reaped advantage from it. 
The great and unexpected profits, ariſing 
from the merit of the young actor's rfor- 
mance, were equal, as I was then informed 
by Mr. Lacy, to the moſt ſucceſsful era 
during the joint management of himſelf 
and Mr. Garrick. Powell was too fond of 
acting, to be troubled with theatrical fe- 
vers, or feigned ſickneſs; no play was idle 
where his aſſiſtance was wanted; and it is 
really aſtoniſhing, that a raw young man, 
taken from Sir Robert Ladbroke's compt- 
ing-houſe, could throw out ſuch native fire 
and juſt ſpirit, and be touched with ſuch 
true feeling, accompanied with proprie 
of action and deportment, in a great va 
ety of parts; in Philaſter, Jaffier, Oreſtes, 
Othello, Alexander the Great, Lear, Oroo- 
noko, and many others of almoſt equal 
_ conſequence and difficulty. 244 
Mr. Lacy took no ſmall pleaſure in giv- | 
ing information to his brother manager Q 
(then on his travels) of his great tide of 
Aucceſs and unexpected fortune; he aſ- 
ſured him, he need not abandon any plea- 
ſure or amuſement which he enjoyed 
abroad, from any anxiety which he might 
GUAN e poſſibly 
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zoffib ue of the theatre at 
1 t 


e, for that all things went on ſmoothly 
and happily ;. the new actor had attracted 
fuch uncommon. crowds. of people, that 
even Mr. Garrick's.moſt — parts, he 
faid, had not acquired a larger amount of 
money than the others acting had produ- 
ced. He begged him, therefore, to indulge 
in all the dehghts. which France or Italy 
could afford, for his ſnare of gain would 
not be diminiſhed. during his abſence. 
When Mr. Garrick was at Paris, he cor- 
reſponded with this phœnomenon of the 
theatre, Powell. I have ſeen a letter of the 
manager's to him, replete with excellent 
advice. He politely congratulated him on 
his great reputation and ſucceſs in ng; 
he put him in mind, that diligence and aſſi- 
duity could alone eſtabliſn that fame which 
he had acquired; that the falling into low 
and mean company, and being attached to 
it, would diſſipate his faculties, and leſſen 
his conſequence with the public. He quo- 
ted a remarkable ſaying of Baron, the 
French Roſcius, That actors ſhould be 
educated. on the knees of princes; inti- 
mating, that they could.not poſſibly per- 
ſonate great and elevated characters, with- 
out the acquaintance- and -countenance of 
perſons of ſuperior rank. Powell's anſwer, 
which I likewiſe ſaw, was modeſt, and ex- 
prethve of the deepeſt gratitude, with an 
D 5. aſſurance 
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aſſurance ofthis obeying SO and 
reaſonable advice. - 24 

But indeed Powell was more giuarticntar- 
Iy obliged to Mr. Lacy for the advance- 
ment of his fortune. It was a practice with 
Mr. Garrick to give to mw and u 
enced ſtage adventurers a ſmall ſalary the 
firſt year of their novictte, and to raiſe 


their income gradually, by ſome little ad 


vanee every Vear after and this method he 
| a> — with Holland. The manager did, 
fides this, give ſome aſfiſtance to theſe 
riſing players at —— benefits, either by 
playing apart himſelf, origiving them ſuch 
other advantages as might make up any 
deficiency of füpend. However, it muſt bo 
granted, that after the novelty of a feu 
nights performance, ſuch actors as Holland 
did not much increaſe the eee the 
treaſury. 
0 But with reſpect to Powell, the caſe was 
widely different; he was the great pillar 
of the — for near two years, during 
wich time he maintained by his merit a. 
 fuperior rank and importance in it. An 
accidental conteſt, which he had with a 
celebrated low comedian, about the priori- 
ty of rank in a benefit, produced a very 
happy conſequence to Powell. The come- 
5 — 3 1 — TC with truth) 
that the young no right to . 
'edence of benefit, for that he was bare lu 


was. far below — own, Mr. Ly, 
. . who: 
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who was preſent at the diſpute, interpoſed, 
and declared, that Howell had, and defery- 


ed to have as much as any actor; and if 


ill, faid- — 
————ð 25 


you may there learn whom iO 

Mr. George Garriek | conſented, inthe 
name of hin Brother, to this re- 
ward of merit; for he was ſure, he ſaid, 
that he would not object to it. Holland 
I believe, owed likewiſe a large advance of 
income to this happy incideat. 
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. Garrick's  emtertainment in France — b 


Haly—The baths of Padua ſerviceable to Mrs. 
Garrick—The- duke of arma invites Mr. 
Garrick to give ſame proof. of bus \theatricul 


talents—His friendly-coreſt wth Lia Clairan 


—Surprifing” fear of tus ſtill in dumb _exhi- 
bition —His parualitiy to. La eee, 
opinion ee n en tt 


20 


1 Shall now, 7 a — N. Later 


to the full enjoyment of a moſt agreeable 
flow of ſucceſs, during the x of Mr. 
Garriek, and take a view of the latter in lis 


eue on. the Sonim. 1 


TER 


1 
1 
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dua had proved medicinal to Mrs. Garrick; 
and he too, from the pleaſure which o 
many new objects continually preſented to 


1 his mind, was full of that ſpirit and gaiety 
1 with which he was ſure to enliven every 
company he came into. 
From the travels of a private gentleman 
and his wife much entertainment cannot 
be expected, eſpecially when health and 
amuſement were the principal objects of 
their peregrination. 

i From his countrymen whe he ſaw in 
| France and Italy, Mr. Garrick was ſure to 

meet with that reſpect and friendſhip which 
were due to a man of his genius, conſe- 
quence and character. He was very happy 

to meet with them, and they rejoiced in” 
having an opportunity to ſhew him every 
mark of reſpe& and kindneſs in their 
1 power, which he could reaſonably expect 
| from them. His acceſs to perſons of high 
and diſtinguiſhed rank, on the — fn. 
was, by his acquaintance with the nobility. 

of England then abroad, rendered as eaf 
and as frequent as his own ſtation in 12 
would admit. The princes of Italy, ſome 
of them the defendants and ſucceſſors of 
the Roman patricians, affect a grandeur 
and magnificence, and a ſtate of reſerve 


unknown to their anceſtors. A Cæſar, a 
Lucullus, and a Cicero, would have con- 
verſed freely with Roſcius and AÆſopus in 
the Roman n and admitted them » 
he 


\ 
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the moſt familiar converſe in their houſes 
and villas. An Italian Marcheſe would, 
with ſome difficulty, admit a Garrick at 
his levee, much leſs would he invite him to 
a converſations. An oſtentatious pride and 
diſtant ceremony ſupply the place of real 
grandeur and power. || —_ 
However, Mr. Garrick's manner was ſo 
engaging and attractive, that his company 
was deſired by many foreigners of high 
birth and great merit. He was ſometimes 
invited to give the company a taſte of that 
art in which he was known ſo greatly to 
excel. Such a requeſt he very readily con 
| ſented to, for indeed his compliance coft 
him nothing. He could, without the leaſt 
preparation, transform himſelf into any 
character, tragic or comic, and ſeize inſtan- 
taneouſly upon any paſhon of the human 
mind. He could make a ſudden tranſition 
from violent rage, and even madneſs, to 
the extremes of levity and humour, and go 
through the whole circle of theatric evolu- 
tion with the molt ſurpriſing velocity. 
one of the moſt illuſtrious princes of 
Italy requeſted he would favour him with 
ſome very ſtriking or affecting ſcene in one 
of the moſt admired Engliſh tragedies. Mr. 
Garrick immediately recited a ſoliloquy of 
Macbeth, which is ſpoken by him during 
the inſtant of time when a dagger is pre- 
ſented to the diſturbed imagination of a 
* The duke of Parma. 
man 
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man ready to perpetrate a horrid murder. 
His ardent look, expreſſive tones, and im- 
paſſioned action, convinced the nobleman 
of the reality of his great reputation. But 
the moſt remarkable inſtance which I ever 
heard of our Roſcius's:great: power to raiſe 
the attention, and fix the admiration of an 
intelligent and very polite company, was 
told me by a gentleman of unqueſtionable 
veracity, and who related the occurrence 
to me, from the mouth of one who was 
preſent when it fell out. 0 
Not long before Mr. Garrick left Paris, 
in 1765, ſeveral perſons of the firſt diſtinc- 
tion. of both ſexes, Engliſh. and French, 
met by appointment at the hotel de-. 
Mr. and Mrs. Garrick, and Mademoiſelle 
Clairon, were of the party. The converſa- 
tion turned for ſome time on the belles 
lettres, in which the merits of ſeveral- 
eminent writers were diſcuſſed with equal 
judgment and candour. Many critical ob- 
ſervations were made on the action and elo- 
quence of the French and Engliſh theatres; 
and, at the requeſt of this very brilliant cir-- 
cle, La Clairon and Garrick conſented to 
exhibit various ſpecimens of their theatrical 
talents, which produced much entertain 
ment. This friendly conteſt laſted for a 
eonſiderable time, with great animation on 
both ſides; the company loudly declared 
their approbation, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
of the two exhibitors. J 
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PA. un rear pur that the French gave 


the Engliſh, — li — 
polite adj 
ed the victory to Mademoiſelle Clairon. 
But as the greater part of the former were 
but little acquainted with the Engliſh lan- 
guage, Mr. Garrick was induced to relate 
a fact, andafterwards.toexhibitit by action, 
which happened in one of the provinces of 
France at the time he was there, and of 
which he had been an eye witneſs. A fa- 
ther, he ſaid, was fondling his child at an 
open window, from whence they looked'in- 
to the ſtreet; by one unlucky effort the child 
ſprung from his father's arms, fellu the 
— and died upon the ſpot: what fol- 
— he ſaid, was a dps or which every 
body underſtood, for'it was the la — 
— he immediately threw himſe 
the attitude in which the father 
at the time the child leaped from his arms. 
The influence which the repreſentation 
of the father's on ſuch a 
company, and exhibited by this darling ſon 
of Nature, in the ſilent but expreſſive lan 
guage of unutterable ſorrow, is eaſter to be 
magined- than expreſſed; let it ſuffice to 
fay, that the — aſtoniſhment 'was. 
Incoceded by abundant tears. 
As ſoon as the had recovered 
from their agitation, Mademoiſelle Clairon 
<atched Mr. Garrick in her arms and kiſſed 
kim; then turning to Mrs. Garrick, ſhe 


apologized 
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apologized for her conduct, by ſaying; ir 
was an in voluntary mark of her applauſe: 
Mademoiſelle Clairon was always a favour- 
ite actreſs of Mr. Garrick ; he fa her when 
ſhe was in the dawn of her reputation, 
when he paid his firſt viſit to Paris in 
1752; and though Mademoiſelle Dumeſnil 
was then the favourite actreſs of the French 
theatre, and juſtly admired by foreigners, 
as well as her own countrymen, he ven- 
tured to pronounce, that Clairon' would 
excel all competitors. When. he was laſt 
at Paris, ſhe had, in the opinion of the pub- 
lic, fulfilled his prediction; on which he 
publiſhed a print, from a drawing of Gra- 
velat, called La Prophetie Accompli. + 

Mr. Garrick's reſiding for a conſiderable 
time in France and lady afforded him an 
opportunity to compare the Engliſh ſtage 
with the theatres on the continent; and it 
caanot be doubted, that he noticed with 
accuracy the form of their buildings, their 
ſeveral ornaments and decorations, the per- 
formance of the actors, and all the various 
compoſitions of the authors which were 
worthy of obſervation. 

Notwithſtanding the learned of France, 
and ſome other countries on the continent, 
pretend, in their ſtage exhibitions, to a moſt 
accurate imitation of the ancient Greek and 
Roman dramatic authors, Mr. Garrick was 
ſoon convinced that every country, in its 
Theatrical repreſentations, has a taſte p_ 
| I lar 


— 
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liar to itſelf, * from the genius of 
the people. He ſaw very plainly, that the 
characters of Corneille, Voltaire, and Raci- 
ne, were very different from thoſe of the 
Greek tragedians; and that the French co- 
medies and Italian burlettas were far from 
perfect imitations of Ariſtophanes, Plautus, 
and Terence. He ſaw too, that the neareſt 
reſemblance of the Greek tragedies 1s to be 
found in the preſent Italian operas; they 
repreſent ſome great action in a {imple fa- 
ble; one eminent character generally is the 
object of the poet, as well as a ſtrict obſer- 
vation of the unities; the muſic in the 
overture, the recitative and the airs bear 


ſome correſpondence to the ancient cho- - 


rus. The excellent Metaſtaſio, by the force 
of his genius, brought the Greek and Ro- 
man heroes to enrich and dignify the Ita- 
lian opera. His Alexander, Regulus, Cato, 
and Themiſtocles, are as truly, though 
not as ſtrongly, delineated, as the maſterly 
characters of Shakeſpeare himſelf. 


CHAP. 


At 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Sate of the flage during My. Garrick's abſence 
continued — Hs ice purſued Several 
muſical pieces — Royal Shepherd, Almena, 
 Pharnaces=-Platonic Wife unexpeftedly ſaved 

From the fury of the critics—PFolly of two 

Jug» attors— Powell and Holland charac- 
ter TH 


Ms: Lacy did not neglect the advice 
of his partner, who had very ſeriouſly re- 
commended to him the acting of muſical 
pieces in his abſence. The Royal She- 
: 23 Almena, and Pharnaces, three 
ngliſh operas, were played in ſucceſſion, 
-with little or no profit to the manager, the 
poet, or the muſician; Nor will ſuch ſe- 
rious and pompous entertainments, in our 
own language, though accompanied with 
excellent muſic, vocal and inſtrumental, 
with fine ſcenes, magnificent habits, and 
other beautiful decorations, ever be 
the favourite amuſement of an Engliſh au- 
dience, The ſerious and comic, happily 
blended, as in the Duenna and Love in a 
Village; or the entirely comic, as in the 
Beggar's Opera; the farcical, as'in Midas; 
or even a ſimple fable, elegantly told, ſuch 
as the Oracle of Mrs. Cibber, altered after- 
wards to Daphne and Amintor ; ſuch 
dramatic pieces as theſe are juſt repreſent- 
ations 
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ations of nature, humour and paſſion, and 
will for ever charm. 3g 
The fortune of the Platonic Wife, writ- 
ten by. Mrs, Griffith, merits our remem- 

brance, on account of ſome whimſical and 
abſurd circumſtances which fell out dur- 
ing its repreſentation. 

The audience, under the influence of a 
few tremendous critics, (though not very 
formidable perſons, except on account of 
their extreme want of candour) who took 
| apo themſelves the trouble of judgi 
all the reſt of the ſpectators, treated this 
comedy, on the firſt night of acting it, with 

uncommon ſeverity, though the play had 
a juſt claim to attention, fro 1 
character, and moral tendency. The great- 
eſt fault, perhaps, conſiſted in the title of 
the play, which. was certainly a miſnomer ; 
for the lady is ſo far from a Platonic, that 
her reſentment to her huſband & 
3 * of her ber U marriage 
nor did the manaę t ie principa 
incident in the Tas, the portraits, produce 
on the firſt 27 the effect which the au- 
thor, who wrote perhaps with too much 
| 2 intended. The critics were 
ſo exceedingly clamorous, that the writer 
gave up her play for loſt. Holland and 
Powell, who acted the principal parts in it, 
and had not been uſed to the noiſe of cat- 
calls, hiſſes, groans and horſe-laughs, the 
moſt powerful inſtruments in W 
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of a play, were ſo much intimidated, and ſo 


forgetful of their duty, as to thruſt their 
heads on the ſtage from behind the curtain, 


and to entreat theſe merciful gentlemen, 
called the town, to put an end to the play 
that very night, that they might be no lon- 


ger expoſed to ſuch terrible mortifications. 
But the counſel of theſe actors did not 
prevail; the good-natured part of the audi- 
ence eſteeming this oppoſition and uproar 
to be a kind of cruel interlude, acted by 
the ſevery gay gentlemen at the expenſe of 
the author, managers and actors, inſiſted 


upon the play having the benefit of a new 


trial. Againſt the next repreſentation it was 
altered, to the general fatisfaCtion of the 
public, and the author had the good fortune 
W benefits. . e 
principal parts in tragedy, durinę 
Mr. Garrick's Me: fell 0 1 * lot & 
Holland and Powell: had their judgment 


and taſte been equal to their inclination - 


to pleaſe, and, indeed, to their induſtry, 


they muſt have attained to a great degree 
of excellence. As theſe actors, who were 


inſeparable friends, were confeſſedly the 
principal ſupport of the theatre, as well as 


ornaments of it, and their loſs conſiderably 
felt and lamented, it will, I hope, give 


ſome entertainment to the general reader, 


and it may perhaps afford matter of in- 
ſtruction and caution to future candidates 


for theatrical fame, to compare their ſeveral 


talents, 
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talents, to do juſtice to their merit, and to 
mark with candour their miſtakes. 
In perſon, they were both rather ſtrong- 
ly than elegantly formed; nor had they, by 
an early acquaintance with polite accom- 
pliſhments, ſuch as dancing and fencing, 
acquired an eaſy and. diſengaged. deport- 
ment. Powell, though he was round tho 
dered, wasnot altogether ungracefulor auk- 
ward in his behaviour; his countenance was 
open and manly, and ſtrongly marked with 
an expreſſive brow. Holland, to ſpeak in a 
very familiar phraſe, was what we call a, 
.goodlooking man; he had an affectation of 
carrying his head either ſtifly erect, or lean- 
ing towards one ſhoulder, which gave an 
aukwardneſs to his perſon, which was not 
otherwiſe ungenteel. They were both ſcho- 
lars of the ſame great maſter, and under his 
inſtruction both made conſiderable profici- 
ency. One ſeldom merited more praiſe than 
being a tolerable copy of a fine original: 
the other ſeemed always toact from his own- 
inſtruction. Powell was endowed with great 
ſenſibility, and on the ſtage indulged all the 
tender feelings of the foul to excels; if ever 
he diſpleaſed, it was from a defect of that 
critical judgment, which is never the com- 
panion af an exuberant imagination. 
_ Holland's ear was perfectly good; he too 
had a moderate ſhare of ſenſibility. By a 


W 


conſtant attention to the voice, manner, and 
action of Mr. Garrick, he did not * 
I | | when 
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when he repreſented {ome of that per form- 
er's moſt favourite characters; particularly 
Hamlet, Charnont, Haſtings, and Tancred. 
In the laſt he manifeſted an uncommon de- 
gree of ſpint. W en 
| e ee prepoſſeſſed the 

public in his favour; the paſſions were 
touched by him in their genuine and native 
force, unattended with laborious art or 
theatrical trick, which fo often diminifh 
that power which they are employed to in- 
vigorate. Few actors have for theſe twenty 
years diſplayed ſuch talents for tragic paſ- 


ſion as Powell. It is leſs to be adrmred that 


he did not ſueceed in ſome parts, than that 
he ſhould come off triumphantly in ſo ma- 
ny. Amongft his worft faults we may reck- 
on an inchnation fometimes to rant and 
bluſter, and ſometimes a propenſity to 
whine and blubber. There is no part of act- 
ing ſo difficult as that fort of feeling which is 
expreſſed by loud ſorrow; the tragic tear, 
if too wantonly ſhed, becomes ridiculous, 
and is apter to excite laughter in an audi- 
ence than to awaken ſenſibility. 0 
But to return to Holland: he was always 
moſt correct when in his tramels; when 
under the immediate eye and ditection of 
his maſter, he Was ſcrupulouſſy exact; and 
if he never roſe to excellence, his endea- 
vours to attain it merited approbation. It 
was his misfortune to be too much elated 
by applauſe, and he too ſoon thought he 


Was 
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was able to walk alone; in conſequence 
of this, he became tumid in ſpeech, and 
err . in action. He cried out at the 
top of the queſtion, as our great poet ex- 
reſſes it; inftead of attendmg to the real 
Reno of his character, he ſtretched his 
voice to an inſufferable degree of loudneſs: 
but to Holland's praiſe it muſt be allowed 
that he repreſented ſome parts 9 
well; theſe were characters of art. 
lago and his Iachimo will be Wau 
witk great pleaſure. It will perhaps be ex- 
pected, after having written ſo largely on 
their theatrical abilities, that T ſhould 
ſpeak. of Powell and Holland as members 
of ſociety. 
Mr. iam who honoured Powell with. 
his friendſhip, has told the world, that the 
goodnefs of his heart exceeded his profeſ- 
nal talents. It can truly be ſaid, that t both 
theſe players were extremely ilſiterate: 
they were either too attentive to the buſi- 
neſs; of acting, or too negligent to beſtow a 
reaſonable fide upon the cultivation of 
their minds. Had they followed. the exam- 
Pleof theirteacher, they would have known 
that an acquaintance with the beſt authors, 
and the converſation of learned and polite 
men was abſolutely neceſſary to improve 
their faculties for repreſentation, and to 
render their converſation, agreeable to their 
ſuperiors. For want of this, the affability of 
Powell often ſunk into inſipid civility; _ 
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the ſpirit of Holland degenerated into vul- 


garity. A boiſterous laugh, and the co 
rage to ſay any thing to any wr with 


him too often ſupplied the place of humour 
and pleaſantry. His two admired patrons, 
Foote and Garrick, were men juſtly cele- 
brated for genius; but when he retailed 
their bon mots, he made wild work; he 
rendered that pert vivacity which was ori- 
ginally ſterling wit. But though Holland 
was by nature denied that ſhining talent 
which he aimed at, he had ſomething to 
boaſt of which was more valuable; he had 
a mind exempt from all bad meaning, and 
was ever diſpoſed to do acts of kindneſs. 
To ſum up his character in a few words, he 
was an indefatigable, decent actor, and an 
honeſt, good-natured man. 
_ Holland introduced Powell to Mr. Gar- 
rick. Though rivals in fame, theſe actors 
were friends through life. Powell purchaſ- 
ed a ſhare in the patent of Covent-garden 
theatre, and died at Briſtol, July 3, 1769, 
of a raging fever. Holland did not ſurvive 


him above a few months; he died Decem- 
ber 7th following, of the ſmall pox. 


CHAP. 
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Mr. Garrick's return to England—The Sic 

' Monkey—Adareſs to the public in a lumour- 

ous prologue— Public opinion of tus improve- 

ment in acting Fortune of ſeveral new plays 

' — Plain Dealer, Cl Mine Marriage, Fal- 


* 


fas Wedding, &c. 


Ad trig rite memo 
1 \ FTER Mr. Garrick had been abroad 
about a year and half; ſatiated with the 
amuſements and pleaſures of the continent, 
he turned his thoughts towards his native 
country. But before he would ſet out: for 
Calais, he was reſolved to put in practice 
his uſual method of preventing cenſute, and 
blunting the edge of ridicule by anticipa- 
tion. For this purpoſe, before he left Paris, 
he ſat down very ſeriouſly to write a kind 
of ſatirical poem on himſelf; it was called 
the Sick Monkey, and the plan of it was, 
the talk or cenſure of other animals and 
reptiles, on him and his travels, &c. This 
poem he fent from Paris to a friend, with 
a requeſt that he would get it printed, to 
prepare his reception in London, There is 
almoſt in evety thing which Mr. Garriek 
has written, ſome mark of genius, ſome dis- 
play of humour or ſome ſtrokes of ſatire, 
ſome effuſions of gay fancy, ſamething' 
which rewards the reader for the fime ſpent 
in peruſing it. But the Sick Monkey is 
er. Hl. E of 
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amongſt the few things he wrote, which one 
would wiſh not to remember; I believe it 
ſcarce ever urged the public. curioſity to 
read it, for it died almoſt ſtill- born. In ſhort, 
he miſſed his aim; for having no enemies 
to fight with, his ſhafts ſpent themſelves 
idly in the air; or, if any perſons were really 
hurt by them, they were careful to hide 
their wounds. Vâ˙.]- ak 
He arrived in London about the latter end 
of April, 1765. The pleaſure of the public 
for his return was univerſal. The king ho- 
noured his firſt appearance by commanding 
the play of Much Ado about Nothing. As 
ſoon as he was ſeen by the ſpectàtors, ſuch 
loud and repeated applauſes were given him 
as perhaps no actor ever before was wel- 
eomed with. The joy of the audience was 
expreſſed, not in the uſual methods of clap- 
ping of hands and clattering of ſticks, but 
in loud ſhouts and huzzas. He had prepar- 
ed a facetious and well-timed introduction 
by way of prologue ; it was ſo well adapted 
to his ſituation, and ſo full of that humour 
which was peculiar to himſelf, that it will 
be thought no improper entertainment in 
With doubt —joy —apprehenſion —almoſt dumb, 
To fade this awful court once more I come: 
Leſt Benedict ſhould ſuffer by my fa, 
Before: he enters, I myſelf am here. | 


. 


I'm told, (what flattery to my heart !)that you * . 


Have wiſh'd to ſee me, nay, have preſs'd it too: 
Alas ! twill prove another Much Ado. | | 


4 „ 
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IN a. boy: who, long had- truant play d, 


got, no exerciſes made, 


On bloody Moaday takes bis fearful Ws 


And often eyes the bitchen-ſcepter'd hand. * 


*Tis twice twelve years ſince firſt the ſtage 1555 4 
Enjoy'd your files, and felt the critie's rod. 
A very nine-pin I, my ſtage- life through, 

Knock'd down by wits, ſet up again by you. 

In four and twenty years Sr W | 272 J 
Is it not Jong enough to play the fool? 

To prove it, let me but repeat 

What late I heard in paſſing through. as fireet : 

A youth of parts, with ladies by his ide, 

Thus cock'd his glaſs, and through it ſhot my pride; 
'Tis he ! by Tove, grown quite a 2 4 

He s fit or nothing but a Punchinelly. | as 
O yes for 9 ſcenees, dir John— no farther ; | 
He's much too fat for battles, rapes, and murder. 
Worn with the ſervice, you my faults will 5 
And make allowarice for the wear and tre. 
The Chelſea penſioner, who, rich in ſcars, 

Fights o er in prattle all his former wars, _ . 
Though paſt the ſervice, may the young ones teach 
To march, preſent, to fire, a and x ount the breach. 
Should the. drum beat. to ar firſt he'll grieve 

For wooden leg, Toft eye, and arttileſs lee ve; 


Then cocks his hat, Tooks fierce, ind ſwells bi cho 


1 my king! and, zounds, IN do my beft. 


Whatever defects the critical eye may 
this compoſition, the 
were all am 1 fink hed by t e actor. The 
archneſs of his look, the propriety of his | 


diſcover | in reading 


ackion, a Kb general 17 5 of humour 
and ntry which accompanied every 
line he fpoke, drew. from the audience lo 
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and involuntary mürth, Wich the greateſt 
applauſe which, had ever been Known ins 
theatre. Mr. Garrick was obliged! to. re- 
peat. this Prologue: for more than ten. ſuc 
ceſſive nights. it . 
It was remarked by the moſt diſcerning 
Judges, that our Roch had, by viſiting 
foreign theatres, greatly profited in nis 
mode of repreſentatſon: they obſerved, that 
his action, * ough aluays ſpirited and propet, 
was become ſtill more 295 and Cy 
that his deportment was more | oor Fe 
his manner more elegant; that he did not 
now appear ſo ſollicitous for: applauſe, as to 
diſturb his own feelings, and leflen the plea- 
ſure of the audience: * he had entirely 
dropt that anxious exertion at the cloſe of 
a ſpeech, both in look and behaviour, which 
is called by the commedians a clap- trap. 
That there was certainly an alteration as 
well as improvement in his ftyle of aQting, 
was noticed by the Satoh in . 
A hiſtory of Mr. Garrick and his theat tre 
will -unavoidably comprehend. an account 
of the moſt remarkable dramatic pieces acted 
under his auſpices. The firſt comedy that 
2 brought on the e he had * 
umed agement of it, was an alte- 
290g, 9  Wycher ly's Flein Dealer. FL 
ay, as it origin 1 04 was 1 
eater for ay! Grader and ſatit 
ie Second was ſo delighted with it, 2 
ging it acted, he was determined to 2 2 


the 
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rather to the managers than the 
they ate unwilling to loſe the Wan 
eſtabliſhed actor in their bills. T have ſeen 
Hippifley, when near ſixty, act Daniel. in 
Oroonoko, another boy about the age of Jer- 
ry Blackacre; the galleries it is true laughed, 
but the reſt of the houſe gave ſuch 1 
miſtepreſentation a ſmile of contempt. & 5 
The Clandeſtine Marriage, "a&ted ſoon 
after the Plain Dealer, Was the Joint 3 
of Mr. Coleman and 'Mr. mT = 
been obſerved, , and T believe ju 1 95 5 


there has been no dramatic 
days of Beaumont and Flet — 
two authors, in which Wit, fancy 
mot, are I ily blende "the thy tex-' 
ture of the w > tight 'W ee 
Longe wil by on a WHEE . 

ilby was principally en 
Garrick; an ones ms 1 7 
all the warmth and gaiety 9 . 
making love to a fine young lady, is 

contemp 5 A 


racter, if not odious, TO 
but the ſkilful ty of the author, 


him humane and 
— not only ſaved nh v1] hatred, 


has dignified him with a degree 17 eg 
bation which the man of a benevolent wind 
will aways be ſure to obtain. 115 
This part Mr. Sr nern to to have 
acted himſelf; but apprehend OY 
frequent attacks of thi 9880 "ſtone a 
his advanced age, too much fatigue _ 
t 
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the playing ſuch an-im . 


veral nights ſucceſſi he reſigned all 
dagen. Ne nov pleaC- 


ed with the performance of ſo great 
a maſter as S the play; but his 
ideas Ns Iby were faithfull e 
by Mr. Ki Who in that difficult part far 
— — that was hoped for or expect 


ed from a man of his great induſtry and 
mer . 0 eb: 
torious, as the is happily diſcriminat 
from any other N of rank. 

The —— run of the comedy, which was 
acted excellently in all its parts, ſoon recon- 
ciled Mr. Coleman to his diſappointment. 
Mrs. 2 almoſt cloſed 1 . lift of 
comic characters in Mrs. Heidelberg; for 
this was her laſt new. — — 6 one, 


which was Lapy Fuzz, in. the, 1 behind, 
the Curtain. 

Falſtaff's Wedding, a ed by the au- 
dience, and commended by all perſons of 


taſte as the only good 80 of Shake- 
richeſt vein of humour, did not con: 
tinue Jong upon the ſtage. Whether the 
acting of Falſtaff was ſuperior to the per- 
former's abilities, or from what other cauſe 
the: n proceeded; 
I am not a judge; ave.in Mr. 
Henderſon an 1 Bigg fepees er of 71 
Jolly knight, I hope ga JR 
bo revaretd, to the * F; 
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_- Mrs. Griffith's Double Miftake/was con- 
denined by the actor but greatly approv- 
ed by the publiei This too was dhe caſe with 
Mr. OColeman's Engliſh Nlerchant: . 
principal players were greatly diſapr 
in meeting with the applauſes, w Nr by 
expected the hifſes of the audience. Le Sage, 
in bis Gif Blas, has deſervedly cenſured" the 
aQtors' of Madrid (by whom he certainly 
meant "thoſe of Paris) for circulating unfa- 
vourable reports reſpecting the marits of 
dramatic pieces whilft-ifn'rehearſal: this con- 
duct is not only abſurd; but unjuſt! What 
fhould we ſay of a lawyer, 5 after hav- 
ing been reren in a cauſe, ſhould Nan 
to do all the mifelief in his power to s 
client > The conduct of theſe actors is ex- 
_ ſimifar. The frequent proofhof — 
f. judgment which the comedianshave p 

ſed! on the merit of plays before they erh ä 
„ ſhould teach them to be more cauti- 
as more candid. 2 25 0 ri, = 
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Slut to 15577 
Death of Mes. ble -/ MF oe 
„„ of their bent. 
oi is NBAOHNSRHELSL 
1 Of :loils aſtef Mr. Gatrick's return to 
England from his travels, the lovers of 
theatrical entertainment felt a very ſenſible. 
diminution | 
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2 nag armed January 17661 — 
and Mr: Au, who had retired from the 
ſtage about fixteen years, and had chiefly 
reſided at ath, where he was; greatly re- 
ſpected, and lived very jovially upon a very 
large ãnnuity, „ 3 
ture in March 9. n 18 
back Cihbet hd:been.fo nicks ume o 
— — was unfortunate- 


1 and conſe- 
— 
was ure to im- 
part uſhenever ſhe acted: Her health Was 
fo preca raus, and _ =-u {a ſubject; to - 
frequent? relapſes, | that the news 
ranked her amongſt the dead Ns | 
months ſooner than: her deceaſe. About a 
month before her death the king command 
ed the comedy of the Provaked Wife; ſhe 
was then indiſpoſed, but was ſuppoſed to be 
recovering ſome degree of health; nothing 
could prevent her —— diey to the 
king and queen by playing the part of Lady 
Brute, a character fot which ſhe had always 
diſcovered a moſt remarkable fondneſs. The 


2 this 2 when her health was ſo in- 


— 4 — her death; butthe-truth i is, 
ſhe had been: ſtrongly vrefſed to bathe in 
ſea water, to which ſhe had a moſt. fixed 
FRE ſhe complied with the 
E 5: advice 


le believed to be the im- 
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voice was: ſo melodious, that 


| his father, Colley Gibber, obſerved to his 
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advice of a very and Ckilful phy- 

ſician,: and that compliance d her 
prin was opted 1 | 


death. Her indif 
— — but on her body 
opened, it proved that way wor 
from ſtomach- worm: 

Mrs. Suſannah Maria Cihber was daugh- 
ter to Mr. Arne, an upholſterer, who lived 
in King ſtreet, Covent- garden; and was 
born much about the time the Indian kings, 
mentioned: by the Spectator, were lodged 2 
her father's houſe. 2 When very 2 


entertained great Hopes of her 
very excellent ſingit and I believe ſhe . 
ed, when ſhe was about foutteen years of 
age, the part of Tom Thumb in — opera 
of that name, which was ſet to muſic by 
her brother, afterwards the celebrated Dr. 
Arne, and performed at the Little Theatre 


in the Hay-market. She certainly made 
ſome conſiderable progreſs in muſic, and 


was occaſionally employed to ſing at con- 
certs. When ſhe married Theophilus Cibber, 


Tony, that tho' his wife's voice was very. pleaſ- 

ing, and ſhe had a good taſte in muſic, yet, 
as ſhe could neyer arrive at more than the 
Tank of a ſecond-rate performer, her income 
would be extremely limited. The old man 


added, that he had overheard” her repeat a 
ſpeech from a ttagedy, and he judged by 


"Ir manner that her ear was good. Upon 
B 2. 8 this 
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this dam eg e ene e, 
blicly: declared, that he took in- 
bu ure in the inſtruction of ſo pro- 

miſing a genius. She was likewiſe certainly 
indedted to — lefſons of Aaron. Hill — A 
part of her ſucceſs in Zang. bes 
cfitical leſſons upon: every, line of . 8 

L haye little more to — to that ich 
have already ſaid of Mrs. Cibber's inimitable 
power ef acting. Her great excellence con- 
ſiſted imthat ſimplicity which needed no or- 
nament; in that Fenfibaey which deſpiſed all 
art: there was in her * Lure no ele · 
dens: in her countenance a ſmall ſhare of 
_ but nature had given her ſuch 2 

ry of form. and fine expreſſion. of ſea- 
— that ſhe preſerved all the the appearance - 
of youth long after-ſhe had reached to mid- 
dle life. The harmony of her voice was as 
powerful as the 2 her Iook. In. 

grief and tenderneſs her eyes looked a8 if 

they. ſwam. in tgars; in rage and deſp 
thay. (cemed to dart flaſhes of fire. la ſpite. 
of the unimportance of her. figure, ſhe - 


"1 


} 


maintained a dignity in., her: pe, and. =) 1 


grace in her ſtepß. al bes 


In converſation Mis. Cibber was extremer | 
. ſhe. was civil without con- 

int, and polite without affectation- She 
was not the mere actreſs; her accompliſh- - 
ments rendered her dear to perſons of the 
firſt quality of her own ſex. There was ever 
1 an engaging decency. i in her. manner, 


thats 


\ | * 
! 
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Cibber was: bane privetely in Weſtminſter 
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that notwithſtanding: a 


Her! Ste was à parfect judge of 


muſie, vocal and inſtumental; and though 


the was not miſtreſs of a voice requiſite to a 
capitab fing er] yet her fins taſte was ſire to 


gain ber the applauſe And! afrniniſteation-of 0 


the beſt judges: Though I del not vouch 


for See ſtory, yet it will ſerve to 


prove the'public 6þinioh of her muſital ex- 
preflion it has heen ſaid, that many years 
ſince-when the ſung in the oraterio of the 
MeMdWeat Dubliti, a certaim Was ſo 
affected with the extreme ſenſibility err" 
gry that he could not refrain from ſay- 


ng Woman! , 15 he faxrden ner MA 


Rei egy? * ' 


abbey. 
10 Mr. Quin's various excellencies' in 


acting Thave'endeavotred'to do equal jul- / 
rice; 7 in general we Have authority to 
ſay, that to his various parts in comedy 
may be added no mean hiſt of dignified cha- 
rafters'in tragedy, where ſentiment and 
gtavity of action, and not paſſion, predomi- 

nated. He had ſo happy an air for muſic, 


* was ſo famous for finging ere la 


on ballad or catch, that Gay was per- 


| funded to offer him the part of! Wedel, I 


in the Beggar's Opera; but after #'ſhb#t tri. 


al of his abilities, Quin gave it up, from a 
deſpair of acquitting himſelf with that rakiſh 


galety and bold vigour of deportment neceſ- 
ſary 


aliarity-of fitua- 
tion, ſhe'charme@ and obliged — 2 if 
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ſary to the man who eee of: 
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In the opera of Achilles, Alen by the 
ſame author, he acted Lycomedes, and ac- 
quitted himielf — — 860 the ſongs 
in that part to the ſatisfaction of the audi 


ence. He recited wich ſuch energ and judge 
ment, even in his WA that lord” 
chancellof Cowper proucunced him one of . 
the beſt ſpeakers then Hving. Mr. Booth 
ve ample teſtimony to his elocution; for 
ſeen him act the part of the Duke in 
Meaſure for Meaſure, he deulined 
the play and acting that: character th 
to it by Wilkes and Cibber: Booth 
declared he would never; if he could avoid 
it, hazard a compariſon between himſelf and 
Quin. "Mr. Hudſon the painter aſſured me, 
that Quin always ſpoke of Booth with reve- 
rence and affection, and en enen de 
tears in his eyes. 

The education of this actor ws not thong! 
though he never applied himſelf to the cul- 
tivation of the belles lettres. His | 
in converſation was nervous, and his bon 
mots had a force in them that ſecured their 
remembrance long after their tranſitory effu- 
fion. Bon mots — ſo much on the ſpirit 
and look of him that utters them, that in 
the tranſcript of them their force is gene- 
rally weakened, if not entirely loſt. 

However, two of Quin's re markable ſay- 
ings, 9 to the ktceding aan 
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the Fuſt, may perhaps be thought worthy 
of preſerving: on a rden . January, 
he ſaid, that every 3 Europe would 
riſe with a crick in his neck. This has. 
been attributed to Voltaire, but unjuſtly. 
Contending one day with: à gentleman 
about the rectitude of taking away the life 
of Charles, Quin was aſked by what law the 
judges deprived him of his life? By all the 
laws, he replied, which he had left them. 
An author, whoſe malignity of expreſſion 
could not obſcure the brightneſs of his ge- 
nius, has in his life of Beaux Naſh, inſerted a 
letter, attributed by ſome unknown hand to 
Quin; but it is ſo full of bad ſpelling, as well 
as vulgar phraſes, that it was impoſſible a 
man who was honoured with a command to 
teach the royal children to read the Engliſn 
language with propriety, could write ſuch; 
ſtuff, All; the world was: charmed with the 
elegant and powerful manner in which his 
MajeRy pronounced his firſt ſpeech from 
the throne. Quin was told of it; he heard ot · 
the accompliſhments of his royal pupil with 
pleaſure, 'and ſaid, exultingly, I knew he: 
would ſpeak well; for 1 taughu the boy... 
le was celebrated for his great ſkill;in; 
reading the Paradiſe Loſt, and once a ſubſcrip- 
tion was talked of for his reciting paſſages of 
that bock to a ſelect number of geritlemen;; 
but this project his love of eaſe and good fel- 
lowſhip rendered abortive. Quin's company 
Vas ſought after upon many accounts. In 
Og 385 providing 
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providing excellent and choice diſhes for 
dinner, and high-flavoured wines) he was 
eſteemed a arbiter elegantiarum. 
His love of veniſon was 1 The 
following epigram upon his neſs for 
this res Mn, diſh was Maru about a 
year before he died- ande | OA TH) 72 


— tet 
"Says epicure-Quin, thould the devil i W 
In 6iſhiog for men take 'gelight, | 7 
His book bait with yen'fon, I love it fo well, 
. Nail dn = 


in ent bers with 

and poignant wit, w-equals. i His 
remarks; perſons and things were very 
acute, and often ſarcaſtical: but his great 
— of pleaſing in mixed company con- 


in a variety of appoſite allufions, ſhort 
ſtories, and diverting 


moralities; in all which 


1 He loved Thompſon, and ge- 
In 


ouſly relieved him in his neceſſities. 
— * his kindneſs, he contrived, that 
the arr. obliged ſhould: not feel any un- 
eaſineſs from the manner of beſtowing it. 
His acquaintance with Ryan was of fifty 
years ſtanding, and his friendſip to him 
ſteady and inviolable. They had often been 
engaged, in their younger years, in adven- 
turous frolics and dangerous hair-breadtheſ- 
capes. Ryan had borne Quin on his back a 
hundred times, 2 _ —— a 
drunken fray and noiſy riot. The former 
never * of the latter — — honeſt 


warmth 
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warmth! of: n 
Quin's cuſtom to act Falſtaff for: Rau B 
benefit every year; and this be 
continued, till the loſs of lis rendered 
his ſpeech inarticulate; be then ſwore; he 
whiſtle any 0+ and, to makeup 
the 0 ot his annual ance, he made 
reſent, oh hund red pounds. 
oa 1 I tirnacy, be arriek and 
Quin could not be expected. during the time 
their rivalſhip lated, | belieye/ the latter 
very ſeverely "lt the ſuperiority 'of the for- 
en —_ Mr. — 2 natahed the — 
the brow: in, he Was 
ſole monareh of therſtage, 1 94mm 
his dethronement ——— But when 
all competition eee ee ee 
by Quin's ries, we; the ſtage; it was tio; 
difficult | matter for them to junite; in the 
bonds of friendſmip} becauſe they could not! 
but have an eſteem for each other. Tne 
commencement of a warm profeſſion of 
| friendſhip between them, and which laſted 
till the death of Quin, as I was informed by 
an intimate acquaintance of both, — 
at Chatſworth, a ſeat of the duke of. Devon- 
ſhire, about twenty years ſince. They were 
his grace's old acquaintance and welcome 
— + and were invited to fill up the large 
cup of ſocial happineſs: which the: noble o] - 
ner of the houſe propoſed to enjoy in the 
company of his Fedde 1 n part. of. 
IR. l 5 {iba 
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ning Mr. Garrick, and Mr. 82 

were . left by themſelves. 
ſome overtures to converſation on both 
ſides, Mr. Quin kindly aſked after Mrs. 
Garrick's health, for which he ex preſſed a 
very ſollicitous regard. Nothing could 
give the other greater pleaſure, _ 
interrogatories concerning one w 
affectionately loved; they ſpent the — — 
der of the evening with mutual ſatisfaction. 
Quin's viſits at Hampton ſoon became 


as frequent as they were welcome: here he 


poured out willing and large libations at the 
ſhrine of Shakeſpeare; here he indulged in 
the dear deliglits of hi gh-ſcaſoned, veniſon, 
delicious hs 


ir him with 
d him on a 


openly profeſſed his en ae, lp of t 
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go THE LIFE: or 6 
A 1 by Mr. Quin, upon ſurveying | 


the body of duke Humphry, the 
| Abbey Church of St. ON: : ö 


| 1 
A N on Egypt's arts, I Y OY 
| Embalm the dead ! on ſenſeleſs clay 
Rich wines and ſpices waſte ! 
Like ſturgeon, or like brawn, ſhall I, 
of Bound in a precious pickle, lie, 
Which Lean never taſte I. 


C 4443 1 


| Lat eee this fleſh of abe 14-4. 
With turtle fat and Bourdeaux wine, 
Aud ſpoil th Egyptian trade; 1 
Than good duke Humphry happier I, 
| biff ive 1 old Quin ſhall die 


Ae ready made. pig 
Epitaph on Mr. Quin by Mi. Garrick, 


_engraved upon his momument in 15 
Abbey Church at Bath. | 

IH COL < 
8 which ſet the File a en r 
And charm'd the public ear, is heard no more: 
Cloſed are thoſe eyes, the harbingers of wit, 
Which _— before the tongue what Shakeſpeare 


Cold is that hand, which, living, was ftretch'd forth” 
At Friendſhip's call, to ſuccour modeſt worth. 

Here lies James Quin—Deign, reader, to be e 
Whater thy ſtrength of body, force of thought : 
In Nature's happieſt mould however caſt, 

To this complexion thou muſt come at laſt. 
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ſubject, e rv Tre x. 
mon, and Chriflmas Tale ——Earl of War- 


wick. — Mrs. Yates's Margaret en 
f OO Rs * e f 


enn e td Laade 
r. Garrick was not ſo conſtantly Empl: 
at! as formerly in the fatigues of ac 
he had now _ leiſure to appl 1 
pos 3 e 1 Sul El. wb 
County irl, a 
the dramatic romance of Cymon. aA | 
mic tions Girl was borrowed Gree the 
| centious play in the Engliſh language, 
the C | ife of Wycherley ; in which 
e is to b + found 3 wore gennine gr. 
ſentation of the loofe manners, ” obſcene 
language and diſſolute practices 11 Charles 


the Second's rel than in any other play 
e mri medy, wee. 
ing, is Noe" Gefell in wit, humour, or 

eee ee 

own, ma 

Ded e lf for the Coun- 
try Wife was evidently en Pats" the 
L'ecole des Femmes of Moms 
hp e — pick, nl 


worked. 


in iti 
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worked up with wonderful ſkill, by that 
excellent comedian. 


Great part of the ug N 555 entirely 
who 


mo 


ſqme of the moſt inter I nt 
. gs but he elne a. 525 
2 ot, and new-modelled oi, 70 


gloſs.” 1 Notwithſtanding e 0 . — 
play to the 


the Cone 
in the 17 77 of his aftreſs 1 N ns 


8 15 Sof ſixteen... 
. Was an im . n 
+ the rage-and e . 
d debauchee wh Bade inal hs 
wie iy - Go FOuntyy' 11 
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Siiakeſpeare was the firſt dramatic 
0 12 — 5 und rſtood the force of 
atficab effect: he knew that the eye m 


de fed, as well as the ear and the undet- 
ſtanding : many of his plays might be re- 
preſented in pantomine. He ſaw that ſhew 
and magnificence' were. eflential rat 
and, where-ever his plot would bear it 
has 3885 1 care NI his a | 
tion of dreſs, ance, and eve 
decoration, as Kikis 0, the fight as ts 
= mean ſtate of our theatres would 
Ol this great art of combining fable, 
ON a9 ſentiment; with ſnlen- 
dor Td Ao, Ben en en n en. 
tirely en N. or 0 damed the uſe of it; we 
find him continually in his rologues, | in- 
ductions, and other parts of his 3 
upbraiding Shakeſpeare with ng 
appla auſe of an audience by fchlowart 
Ch fins Tae 2 . 
riſtmas raced every occaſi 
to treat the audience with fine 82 
ſplendid dreier, briſk muſic, lively _—_ 
and all the ornaments which his plots wo 
admit. The ſcene of the feveral orders of 
chivalry in Cymon was new, and finely 
imagined ; and the whole piece is apply 
vaticd, very lively and enter 
Chriftrnas Tale Was fit only to be ali 
to à holiday audience. However, he gained 
his ends by both theſe pieces; they were 
| acted frequently to * houſes: Cymon 
continues 


R ds ihe * 
N 
1 \ 'T 
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continues a favourite of the public, but the 
Chriſtmas Tale is abſolutely een | 

The Earl of Warwick, a tra 
from a play of Monſieur de Le 
acted much about the ſame | time. 

The original author has led his ar 
into one a 7 An event of which 
every teader of hiſt ory is well informed, 
ſhould not be altered for the ſake of any 

urpoſe whatſoever ;. it is a glaring. error, 
For wt which all the beauties of ſtyle and cha- 
racter cannot compenſate. That the famous 
Earl of Warwick, the raiſer up and puller down 
of kings, as Shakeſpeare ſtyles him, died in 
the battle of Barnet, * an for king Hen- 
ry. the Sixth againſt the Fourth, is 
a fact as — 0 kung as « hae Richard the 
Third was killed in Boſworth Field, or that 
Henry the Eighth was our firſt king who 
threw off the papal yoke. Setting aſide this 
fault, the play deſerves much commenda- 
tion: the characters of Edward and War- 
wick are juſtly and powerfully delineated ; 
and that unhappy, but great woman, Mar- 


edy, taken 
* 


garet of Anjou, in this tragedy, deſerves 


our. pity, and commands our admiration. 
The ſcenes between the .ſoyereign and ſub- 
ject, Edward and Warwick, are managed 
Hh that niceſkill which ſuch-interviews;de- 
mand; and the arguments for prerogative 
and privilege are diſcuſſed with a knowledge 
and propriety which manifeſt the ES, 


acquaintance with ſo difficult a ſuhject. 
There 


3 " 
4 . 4 or 
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3 was ſomething ſingular in the 
this play for the 22 1 
at ney An well ſatisfied witli his part 
of Edward; . Holland thought he 
thould bear away the palm from every ac- 
tor in the tragedy, in the part of Warwick. 
Mrs. Yates had well weighed, and knew 
perfectly the value of Queen Margaret; but 
ſeemed to be extremely diſffident of its pow 
er to attract the regard of an audience, when 
oppoſed to the ſplendor of Edward, or the 
pularity of Warwick. The heroes, at re- 
he ſal, 7 rk out all their force of elocuti- 
on; Mrs. Yates, like an 7 rienced general, 
concealed her powers till the time 2 em 
ploying it; 'ſhe ſo far Jeceived theſe gentle- 
men, that they affected to pity her in being 
obliged to Ape dof ſuch ſmall importance. 
But when the play was acted, notwith- 
ſtanding all the dazzlin ſhew of Edward's 
grandeur, and Warwi pular fj 


's pO es, 
Mrs. Vates acted ſo characteriſtica ly, diſ- 


layed ſuch grandeur of mind, pride of be- 
viour, reſentment of injury, and dignity 
of action, that the other — ſeemed 
to be totally eclipſed ; the audience was full 
of admiration of the unfortunate queen, 
who, in her laſt ſcene, ſeemed to tnumph 


over al her enemies. 


Dido, a tragedy, written by Mr. Reed, 
4 rope-maker, was acted for the benefit of 


Mr. Holland. It was thought an unuſual 


. - favour to give the firſt night of a play to 


* 


an actor; nor does the public know why 
Dido 
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| the applauſe beſtowed upon it. The author 


Way to Keep Him, 


, * N * aids 9 N 
is TE | * 8 
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Dido was not played more than three 
nights. If the managers pleaded that the 
ſeaſon was too far advanced to act it ſue- 
ceſſively, as was uſual in other new pieces, 
it might have been reſumed the next win- 
ter; —— that it merited ſuch favour, if it 
really was a favour. may he preſumed from 


is certainly a man of genius; his farce of 
the Regiſter Office contains a variety of cha- 
racters aptly drawn; and it has accordingly 
met with great and deſerved approbation. 

The Widowed Wife, a comedy, by Dr. 
Kencick, was acted with applauſe fourteen 
nights, and reſumed the ſeaſon following. 
The merit of the piece was conſiderable, 
from a variety of new characters, as well as 
pointed ſatire, and juſt obſervations on the 
ſeveral faſhionable vices of the times. 
The part of the Widowed Wife, excel- 
lently performed by Mrs. / Pritchard, Was 
the laſt new character which ſhe acted. 

To. no; author has the ſtage, for almoſt 
thirty years, been more obliged, than to 
Mr. Murphy. Equally happy in a richand 
pleaſant vein for comedy Y, and a pathetic 
and noble ſtyle for tragedy, he has alter- 
nately, and indeed — delighted 
the public with his Melpomene and T 
with his. All in the Wrong, the 4 5 the 

w .Your Own 
Mind ; with he Orphan pe China, Zeno- 


ba, pan, and the e N 


* 


U 
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His Zenobia was acted ſoon after the 
Falſe Delicacy of Hugh Kelly. The author 
emancipated himſelf from the, laviſh and 
hackneyed cuſtom of dedicating a play to 
perſons of high rank, © to wealthy mer- 
chants or rich commiſſaries. He ſurpriſed 
Mrs. Barty, then Mrs. Dancer, who acted 
Zenobia, with a very handſome addreſs; 
and inſcribed to her a play which, by her 
inimitable 9. he ſays, was ſaved from 
the critics. He, however, in the ſame 
epiſtle, contrives to ſhew his 8 to 
Mr. Garrick for his politeneſs and aſſiduity 

Ng ing his tragedy for the ſtage, and 
his taſte in the decoration of it; to. Mr. 
Barry, for the fine exertion of his powers; 


but Mrs. Dancer's.. powerful addreſs: to 


ſnatch a grace beyond he reach of art, and 
her multiplied beauties. of repreſentation, he 
_ es 8 t as in Taſſo's Je- 
- which. to & army appears to 
5 three (words. 
Zenobia is, in my opinion, the moſt af- 
fedting | in ſtory, as well as the moſt judici- 
ous in its plan, of all our author's tragedies. 
He had rivals to encounter, and difficulties 
to overcome, which were not eaſily ſur- 
mounted. The Radamiſte of Crebillon i is 
univerſally; ſaid to be his maſter- piece; and 
the harmonious, pathetic, and moral Me- 


his uſual grace and di gnity. 
Norwidand 
Vor- 1 bia 


ous, pat 
taſtaſio, has treated the ſame ſubject with 
ding r the Engl Zeno- 


— „ 7s * 
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Sia claims all the praiſe which theme ju- 
Aiciotis, as well as candid 'ctitic ' can 
the 2 never ſoars above that Pr 
elevation of ſtyle which the ſubject 
charatters require; the ſituations are = 
moſt dramatic of any modern tragedy 
the paffions are all derived from t LT 
inal ties which bind Human nature; from 
affe&tions which ſpring froth connubial-and 
parental Bonds, and involve He deareſt m- 
tereſts of father, mother, fon, brother, lover 
and friend. The catafftophe is not q trick 
of the ſtage ; no, it Is truly ſtriking, and 
formed on the s of the rincipel cha- 
"rater, who —_ ' herfeFto fave her 
twufband and chil by her own certaindeath. 

In the ſtrong —— df conth 
paſſions, and in the feeling of — 
Aiſtreſs, no actor can bet ths with Barry. 
Radamiſtas died with him. 
Hsdwever prodigal of Pf aſe the author 
was in his addreſs to Mrs. every 
Iectator of Zetiobia traſt corifels, that it 
fible to fa too tech of her 


inimitable performance. Mrs. Barry Knows 
y well the ready "avenites to = 


and can rouſe every latent (pri 
human feeling; ſhe, Far 4Qreſs LA 
rce lantefttatiotis from ebe anti 


ſetmibility from the brutal. But Ff f Author 
was ever more indebted to au actreſs than 
Mr. Murphy was to Mrs. Barry, it muſt be 
allowed, hat no acirels could well be more 

8 
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dbliged to a writer for e 
her abilities than ſhe was to him in 

There is no character ſo pdious 
— as the dignified As, dhe 
bloody and remorſeleſs tyrant. Pharſamenes 
ſcarce receives any impreſſions. of ſoftneſs 
from that paſſion which, of all 1 
contributes moſt to humane the moſt 
ſavage breaſt ; love has no other effect on 
him than to wha Ire Neves ie 


terous; 

Mr. Ae in * kis R 
very judiciouſly threw part of his fiercenels 
into ſhadde: he was ee for 
ſupporting the ſpirit of the oharacter, ith 


out Be ret it be e 
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e 2 ugs! 200 0 
8 y of Me. 
was atted, ih ue f me, befbre 
bia; but as 1 Thall ortine t T re to 
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wth to interrupt the narrative keep” 
| in ns! cloſely to chronology. * 
From Mr. Kelly's fift . — eſſays 2 
Attle of entertainment was iſed, that his 
rapid progreſs'] in fame, and great ſucceſs in 
dramatic poetry, may be 3 incredible. 
Mr. Hugh Kelly ſerved his apprentice- 
ſhip in Dublin to a ſtay- maker; but find- 
ing no ſufficient encouragement to continue 
in that trade, and having no inclination to 
tie himſelf down toſo mean an occu 3 5 
he arrived in London, about the year, 1 
in very low circumſtances. He ear 1768, 
that the ſureſt method to get employment 
as an author, would be N himſelf 
ya writing ſhort eſſays and paragraphs' in 
the news- papers. He conſtantly paid at- 
tendance at a public houſe within a few 
doors of Drury-lane theatre; in this place 
he learned from the loweft retainers of the 
ſtage the characters of the actors, or rather, 
he gleaned the idle and inſignificant remarks 
Ne made on their conduct in private 
life, as . 58 as their . profeſſional, merit. 


gained in ſuch company, 
e . information, he = be 


repro 
by es he deſcended to the Lok tk 
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of language. Some of them ſmiled; at his 
attacks, = 1 ee him as one below their 
notice; others threatened loudly! to chaſtiſe 
him; and Kelly was at laſt reduced to the 
neceſſity of wearing a ſword, to protect 
himſelf from the reſentment which he ap- 
prehended, and had provoked, In imĩtatiom 
of Churchill's Roſciad, he tote a poem, 
called Theſpis, in the firſt part of which. 
he outrageouſly attacked Mrs. Clive, Mrs.“ 
Dancer, and Mr. Moody; at the ſame time, 
from the bias of his connections, he poured 
forth laviſh encomiums upon others, and: 
recorded the merits of Ackman, and the 


| loweſt of the comedians. , $91 


He was now became the ſcourge of the 
theatre; and his. face im the pit was ſuppoſed: 
to be as terrible io the players as Wen 
P's had been formerly, - ; 

But, at the time he was ceolblatioe this: 
illiberal practice of ſtage, ſcandal, * __ | 
buſy in preparing a new comedy upo 
ſentimental plan, and of this ſpecies in 5 
matic writing he was ſaid to be the firſt Eu- 
gliſh writer. ” As ſoon as he had brought it”. 
into form, he preſented, it to Mr. Garrick.. 
The manager peruſed it; and obſerving in 


it ſome marks of genius, he kindly pointed 
out to him ſuch parts of the play as ſtood 
in need ; of retouching or heightening; he 
beſides helped him to curtail all ſuch ſuper-- 
hou: ſcenes as an author unacquainted | 

6 
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with that fan would inſenſibiy, in the 
warrhth: of his 2 produce. 

When the play was ready for hearth, 
he conſulted: Mr. about diſtributing 
the parts: he now, to his great vegvet, — 
his error in making ſo free with thoſe | 
ſons whoſe afliſtance was abſolutely 
to him, and without whoſe confent his play 
conldnot be:acted. Here too Mr. Gazrick 
befriended him he prevailed upon Mrs. 
Dancer to facrifice her reſentment ta the 
inteteſt of the community. To Mrs. Ckve, 
9 he had 22 the courage to matte 

A ee and indeed Kelly had 
toads his great aQrefs-withſuch ene, 
and affe ctation of contempt, that it was 
impoſſible eee — 

into any temper with him. No intreaty 
the manager, or ſubmiſſion of the K 
could, I believe, prevail on Moody to be 
reconciled to any terms of accommodation. 

. Falſe Delicacy was ated with much 
applauſe, and continued to. draw the public 
to the theatre near twenty nightsſacceſhvely. 
Mr, Garrick fupplied the author with pro- 
logue and epilogue, which were ſpoken 
with great 2 Mr. King and Mrs. 
Dancer. The critics attacked it as a dull 
ſentimental ſermon, but ſurely not alto- 
gether with reaſon. The plot contains 
variety of intereſting action; and though 
many of the ſentiments have in them a 


grave caſt, the dialogue in general is gay 
A; £5 


DAVID: GARRICK, Eſq. 19, 
and ſprightty ; ſome of the characters, are. 
marked with paſſion, others diſtinguiſhed by 
humour. The piece is intereſting, moral and 
entertaining, and deſerved encouragement. 
The author, who had thus emerged from 
obſcurity ĩato ſtin-ſhine, felt uncommon 
pleaſure at this ſudden reverſe of his cir- 
cumſtances. When be went to the play- 
houſe treaſury to receive the profits of is 
firſt third night, which amounted to 1501. 
not having ever ſeen ſo much money of his 
awn. before, he was all aſtoniſhment ; he 
put the money into his pocket as füſt as he 
could, and ran home to bis wife in a ra 
ture, to communicate to her the pleaſure h 
had enjoyed. 7 . 
The mind of Kelly was naturally ative, 
and turned to induſtry. His great fuccels 
in his firſt ſtage: attempt did not prevent 
his thinking of more ſerious biiſinefs ; after 
having applied himſelf for ſome time cloſely 
ta the tidy of the law, he was called. to 
the bar, and pleaded” cauſes. He likewiſe: 
undertook the care of a news-paper, an 
ſtood forth a very ſtaunch vindicator © 
public meaſures. Not content with that 
proof of his zeal for adminiftration, he at- 
tacked with great warmth, and keenneſs of 
ſatire, ſome ſay indeed with illiberal abuſe, 
ſeveral gentlemen who had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves as leading patriots. 
The conſequence of his eſpouſing the 
miniſterial cauſe, though I believe it paſſed. 
2 | F4 not. 
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not unrewarded by government, was very 
diſagreeable to him in his capacity of a dra- 
matic writer. E 
' His next comedy, called A Word to the 
Wile, not all the friendſhip and ſkill of the 
manager, with the aſſiſtance of a nume- 
rous acquaintance, could ſupport. againſt an 
enraged popular party, who were deter- 
mined, at all events. to.cruſh it. This 
cataſtrophe is the more to be lamented, as 
this comedy is one of his moſt judicious 
compoſitions. He was ſoon after reduced 
to the neceſſity of ſheltering himſelf under 
the patronage of friends, by begging others 
to adopt his dramatic productions. His 
tragedy of Clementina Mr. Coleman, with 
great good nature, took under his protec- 
tion, and puſhed its acting as far as the 
merit of the piece would poſſibly admit. 
The plot of that play is wild and romantic; 
and the language, though ſometimes im- 
preſſed with ſentiment, and raiſed by paſ- 
ſion, is generally tame and profaic. The 
tragedy owed its ſucceſs to the animated 
— ih {OO II 
The School for Wives was ehe 
the ſtage by Mr. Addington, who kindly 


lent his name to this offspring of Kelly; 

he as generouſly renounced any pretenſion 
to the merit of writing that comedy, when 
it was no longer neceſſary to conceal the 
name of the real author, % 


It 
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It may be juſtly ſaid of Kelly, that no 
man ever profited, more hy a ſud en change 
of fortune in his favour; proſperity cauſed. 
an immediate and remarkable alteration; in 
his whole conduct. from a low, petulant, 
abſurd; and ill-bred cenſurer, he was tranſ- 
formed to the- humane, affable, good-na-- 
tured, well-bred man. His converſation in 
general was hyely and agreeable; he had 
an uncommon ſtock of ready language; 
and though not deeply read, what laid 
was generally worthy of attention. He ſome-- 
tumes,. indeed, from an attempt to aſſume 
uncommon politeneſs, anda —— 
of benevolence, became rather min 
luſcious in his compliments. 

The fate of his comedies was ane 

mon as his ſudden elevation from diſtreſs to 
affluence was ſurpriſing. 
The Falſe Delicacy was the ich co- 
medy of the times, and continued, for a 
few years, to draw multitudes. to its repre- 
ſentation. An unexpected daſh of Foote's 
ſatire laid that play, and Aimee 
medy, in the duſt. | 

Piety in Pattens was as a charmagpo wer- 
ful in demoliſhing that ſpecies of — 
which the French term .larmoyante, as the 
Rehearſal was in baviſhing the rants and 
bombaſt of. Dryden and other writers. 

Mr. Kelly tied, in the 38th year of his 
age, of an abſceſs formed-i in "his fide, which 
was ſaid to be owing to. his conſtant: apple 
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cation to buſineſs; and to a ſedentary life ; 
and perhaps too it might proceed, in ſome 
meaſure, from too great indulgence in his 


manner of Rving. 
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Dy. Gdfnith=—Sbcits Mr. Garrick for fis 
: vote and interefl—Offers him the play of The 
 Good-Natured Man-Their contg about it— 
* Some farther arcount of the dhetor—Hirs envy, 
malicr, ubſurdity, tee, genergiq, and 
ö benevnlence——Dies. 
R Goldſmith berg eric ts genius i in 
modes of writing, in eſſays, in de- 
— poetry and hiſtoty; was advifed to 
apply himſelf to that ſpecies of writing which 
is faid to have been long the moſt fruitful in 
the-courts of Parnaſſus. The writer of plays 
has been ever ſuppoſed to purſue the quick- 
eſt road to the temple of Plutus. 
The dector was 4 perfect Heteroclite, an 
inexplicable exiſtence in — 4 ſuch a 
i of abſurdity, en and malice, 
ont raſted th the . rtues of kind- 
heſs, generoſity, and behevelence,' that he 
tight be Taid to cbnfiſt of two diftinct foulk 
and inffenced by the agency of a good an 
Bag 
Ti fiſt knowledge Mr. Garrick had of 
1. abilreves, was froth. an attack upon him 


by 
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by Goldfmith, when he was but a very young. 
author, in a book called the Preſent State of 
Learning. Amongſt other abuſes, (ſor the 
doctor loved to dwell | he 
took notice of the behaviour of managers to 
authors; this muſt ſurely have proceeded. 
from the moſt generous principles of reformsy- 
ing what was amiſs for the benefit al others, 
for the doctor at that tune had not the moſt. 
diſtant view of commencing dramatic author. 
Little did Goldſmith * he ſhould 
one day be obliged to aſk a favour from the 
director of a playhouſe: however, when 
the office of ſecretary to the Society of Arts 
and Sciences became vacant, the doctor was 
perſuaded to offer himſelf a candidate. He 
was told that Mr. Garrick was a leading 
member of that learned body, and his in- 


tereſt and recommendation would be af 


conſequence to enforce his pretenſions. 

. He waited upon the manager, and, in 
few words, requeſied his vote and intereſt. 
Mr. Garnck could not avoid obſerving: to 
him, that it was impotſible he could: lay 


claim to any recommendation. from him, as 


he had taken pains to deprive himſelf of his 
aſſiſtance by an unprovoked attack upon his 


management of the theatre, in- his State of 


Le 


arning. Goldſmith, inſtead of making an 


formation.or miſconception, bluntly replied, 
In truth he had ſpoken-his mind, and belie- 
ved hat he faid was very right. The ma- 
— | nager 


for. his conduct either from. mifin-- 


—» uw” 
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nat ara, ta 
Imit a eat ma 
who. voted in — Dr.C - re 

The doctor's reputation, which was daily 
increaſing from a variety of ſucceſsful la- 
bours, was at length lifted ſo high, that he 
_ eſcaped from indigence and me to 

competence and fame. 
The firſt man of the age, one, who, from - 
the extenſiveneſs of his genius and benevo- 
lence of his mind, is ſuperior to the little en- 
vy and mean jealouſy which adhere ſo cloſely 
to moſt authors, and eſpecially to thoſe of 
vocal merit, took pleaſure in com one 
Dr. Goldfmith to his intimate friends, pe 
ſons of eminent rank and diſtinguiſhed abi 
lities. The doctor's converſation did by no 
means correſpond with the idea formed of 
him from his writings. 

The dutcheſs of Rembouillet who was 
charmed with the tragedies of Corneille, 
wiſhed to have fo great an author -amongft 
her conſtant viſitors, expecting infinite en- 
tertainment from the writer of the Cid, the 
Horace, and Cinna. But the poet loſt him- 

ſelf in ſociety; he held no rank with the 
2 met at the hotel of this 

celebrated | his converſation was dry, 


unpleaſant, ah what the French call aiſtrait. 
So Dr. Goldſmith: appeared in company to 
have no ſpark of that genius which ſhone 
forth fo brightly in his writings; his addreſs 
was aukward, his manner uncouth, his lan- 
guage 


1 W a 
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Sun e unpoliſhed, his elocution was conti- 
ually interrupted by diſagreeable heſitati- 


— and he was always if the con- 
verſation did not turn upon ·himſelf. | 
To manifeſt his intrepidity in — 
he would generouſly eſpouſe the worſt fide 
of the — and almoſt always left it 
weaker; than he found it. His jealouſy fixed 
a a perpetual ridicule on his character, for he 
was emulous of every thing and every body. 
He went with ſome friends to ſee the enter- 
tainment of the Fantaccini, whoſe uncom- 
mon agility and quick evolutions were much 
' commended. The doctor was aſked how he 
liked theſe automatons; he replied, he was 
ee; at the applauſe beſtowed on the 
little inſignificant creatures, for he could 
have rmed their exerciſes much better 
himlelk. f. When his great literary friend was 
much commended. 1 in his hearing, he could 
not reſtrain his uneaſineſs, but exclaimed, 
in a kind of agony, No more, I defire 
you; you harrow up my ſoul!” More abſurd 
ſtories may be recorded of Goldſmith than 
of any man; his abſence of mind would not 
permit him to attend to time, place, or com- 
ny. When at the table of a nobleman of 
igſi rank and great accompliſnments, one 
to whom England ſtands indebted in many 
bbligations, and. it is hoped that he will 
more and more increaſe the debt by his con- 
tinual and vigorous efforts to — her ha 
pineſs; to this great man Goldſmith obſer- 


ved, 


* . 
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ved, N called by 1 
lagrida; * but | protefl and vow to your 
I can't conceive for what onde 
for Malagrida was an honeft man. 
When the doctor had finiſhed his nail: 
of the Good- natured Man, he was adviſed 
to offer it to Mr. Garrick. The manager 
was fully conſcious of his merit, and per- 
haps more oftentatious of his abilities to. 
ſervea dramatic author, than became a man 
of his prudence : Goldſmith was, on his 
fide, as fully perſuaded of his own im 
tance and independent greatneſs. Mr. Gar- 
rick, who had been fo long treated with the 
complimentary: language to a-ſucceſs- 
ful patentee and admired actor, expected 
that the writer would efteem the — 
of his play as a favour ; Goldſmith rejected 
all ideas of kindneſs in a bargain ue was 
intended to be of mutual advantage to both; 
and in this he was certainly juſtifiable; Mr. 
Garrick could reaſonably — no thanks 
ſor the acting a new Play, „which he would 
have rejected, if he had not been convin- 
ced it would have amply rewarded his pains 
and expenſe. I beheve the manager was. 
willing to accept the play, hut he wiſhed to 
de eee to it; and the doctor was not 
1 to purchaſe his friendſhip by the 
nation of his ſincerity. He then applied 
to Mr. Coleman, who accepted his comedy. 
without. any nee LON! 
#4 "The 
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rr 
marks of that y on ity 
_ tinguiſhes the writings of Dr. Goldſimith. 

Two characters in this comedy were abſo- 
lutely unknown before to the — 
a man who boaſts an intimacy w 
of high rank whom he never bow, and ano» 
ther who is almoſt always lamenti if- 
fortunes he never knew. Croaker is as g- 
ty defigned, and as highly finiſhed a por- 
trait of a diſcontented — * one _ diſ- 
tur bs every happineſs es, from 
prehenſion of 2 _— any — 
of Congteve, or any other of — 2 
dramatiſts. Shuter acted Croaker with that 
warm glee of fancy, and genuine flow of 
humour, that always accompanied his beſt 
and moſt animated performances. The great 
applauſe and profit which attended the act- 
ing of this comedy, contributed to render 
the author more important in his on eyes, 
and in the opinion of the public. But no 
good fortune could make Goldſmith dif- 
ereet, nor any increaſe of fame diminiſh his 
envy, or cure the intraftability of his temper. 
— Home was taught by experience, that 

high connections were of no avail with 

the — and that — approbation 

was no protection from lar CI he 
— veiled 3 

ntleman, his 

Friend, to ments to his pla ook To Fatal Bito 

— z but the —— rn. his 


th perfons 


* 


g * 
il Wc” 
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aſſumed character ſo aukwardly at the re- 
hearſal of this tragedy, that it was ſoon diſ- 
covered that the child was not his own; for 
he ſubmitted to have the ou altered, lop- 
ped, and corrected, with ſuch tranquillity 
of temper, as the real parent could not have 
aſſumed. Of the true author, Goldſmith by 
chance found out the knowledge; and when 
the play was announced to the public, it 
Will hardly be credited, that this man of be- 
nevolence, for ſuch he really was, endea- 
voured to muſter a party to condemn it; 
alledging this cogent reaſon for the proceed- 
ing, that ſuch fellows ought not to be en: 
couraged. And this is one ſtrong inſtance of 
the truth of John Gay's obſervation, that- 


Wits are game-cocks to one another: 
No author ever -lov'd a brother. 


The tragedy of the Counteſs of f Saliſbury, 
a a:plixi in which Mr. Barry and Mrs. Dancer 
e great 1 of acting, was in a 
good degree of favour with the town. This 
was a crime ſufficient to rouſe the indigna- 
tion of Goldſmith, who iſſued forth to ſee 
it with a determined reſolution to conſign 
the play to perdition. He ſat out four acts 
of the Counteſs of Saliſbury with great calm 
neſs and ſeeming temper, but as the plot 


thickened, and bis apprehenſion began to 
be terrified with the ideas of blood. and 


MNaughter, he got up in a great hurry, ſaying 
loud enough 82. be heard, Brownrig 4 ! Browne. 
rig Y G-. | Gold- 
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_ Goldſmith never wanted literary employ- 


ment; the bookſellers underſtood the value 


of his name, and did all they could to excite 
his induſtry ; and it cannot be denied that 


they rewarded his labours generouſly : in a 
few years he wrote three hiſtories of Eng- 


land; the firſt in two pocket volumes in 
letters, and anothet in four volumes octavo; 
the firſt an elegant ſummary of Britiſh tran» 
ſactions; and the other, an excellentabridge- 
ment of Hume, and other copious hiſtort᷑ · 


ans. Theſe books are in every body's hands. 


The laſt is a ſhort contraction of the 4 vols. 
in one duodecimo. For writing theſe books 
he obtained 750 or 800l. a 


- His ſquabbles with bookſellers and pub- 


lſhers were innumerable ; his appetites and 
paſſions were craying and violent; he loved 


variety of pleaſures, but could not devote 
himſelf to induſtry long enough to purchaſe | 


them by his writings ; upon every eme 


rgen- 
cy half a dozen projects would preſent 
themſelves to his mi - theſe he commu- 


nicated to the men who were to advance 
money on the reputation of the author; 
but the money was generally ſpent long 


before the new work was commenced. This 


circumſtance naturally produced reproach 


from one fide, which was returned, fome- 


times with fair promiſes, often with anger 
and vehemence, on the other. After much 
and difagreeable altercation, one bookſeller 


deſired 


188 
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deſired to refer the matter in . to the 
doctor's learned friend, a man of knoun 
integrity, and one who would favour no 

but that of juſtice and truth; Gold - 
ſmith conſented, — was enraged to find 
that one author ſhould have & little feeling 
for another, as to determine a diſpute to his 
diſadvantage, in favour of a paultry tradeſ- 
man. 


His love of Amide him in many 
perplexing ib: and a thouſand an- 
xieties; and yet not the refolution 
to abandon a 2 for which his impd- 
 tience of temper and great unſkifulneſs 
rendered him totally 
FT Mr. Garrick did not act ** co- 
medy of She Stoops to Conquer, yet, as he 
was then upon very friendly terms with the 
author, he preſented him with a very hu - 
morous ue, well accommodated to 
the reviving fancy, wit, gaiety, 
humour, — and character, in the nlace 
of ſentiment and moral preachments. | 
Woodward ſpoke this — addreſs 
in mourning, and lamented pathetica lly over 


poor dying Comedy. To her he lays, - 


— A mawkiſh drab of ſpurious * 
Wbo deals in ſenti mental, will luceecd. | 


10 the cloſe. of the prologue, the doctor is 
recommended as a fit to revive poor 
* Thalia with th 9 

t 


DAVID GARRICK, Eſq. 113 
hinted, I imagine, at ſome public anti” 
on, of not dealing in poiſonous drugs. + 

9 to. | N notwi 
many imps n the eeconorny of the 

plot, ral farcical and ſome 
characters which are rather exaggerated, is a 
lively and faithful repreſentation of nature; 
genius preſides over every ſcene of this play 


the characters are either new, or varied im- 


provements from other "REN. 
ERIE aeg ee 


les in the F 
more of Hardy in 2 Funeral; 

and yet, with a few ſhades of thefe parts, 
he is diſcriminated from both. Tony Lump- 
kin is a vigorous improvement of Huraphsy 
Gubbins, and a more diverting picture of 
ignorance, ruſticity and obſtinacy, Hards 


abſolutely new: the language is eaſy and 
characteriſtical; the manners of the times 
are flightiy, ber faithfully, : ; the 
fatire is not ed, but 
incidentally involved in t | buſineſs of the 
play ; and the of the audience is 
artfully kept up to the laſt. This 
was very well acted; Lewis played Marlow 
with the eaſe of a Hardcaſtie 
and Tony Lumpkin were fag ted in a 
maſterly ſtyle by Shuter and Mrs. 
Green, in : Hardcaſtle, maintained her 
inſt title to one of the dreh actreſſes 
of the _ 2 £30 


Though 


— 


cattle, his wife and daughter, I think, are 


- | e 5 . 1 
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Though the money gained by this play 
- amounted to a obdergble Cart; more — 
pecially ſo, to a man who had been edu- 
cated in ſtraits and trained in adverſity; 
yet his neceſſities ſoon became as craving as 
ever: to relieve them, he undertook a new 
hiſtory of Greece; and = book of animals, 
called the Hiſtory of Animated Nature. 
The fuſt was to him an eaſy: taſk ; but as 
he was entirely unacquainted with the world 
of animals, his friends were anxious for the 
ſucceſs of his undertaking. Notwithſtand- 
ing his utter ignorance of the ſubject, he 
has compoſed one of the pleaſanteſt and 
moſt inſtructive books in our language; I 
mean, not only uſeful to young minds, but 
entertaining to thoſe Who underſtand: the 
animal creation. e 4 
Every thing of Goldſmith ſeems to bear 
the magical touch of an :enchanter; no 
man took leſs pains, and yet produced fo 
powerful an effect : the great beauty of his 
compoſition conſiſts in a clear, copious, and 
expreſſive ſtyle. E CARIES 

; Goldſmith's laſt work was his poem called 
Retaliation, which the hiſtorian of his life 
ſays was written for his own: amuſement, 
and that of his friends, who were the ſub- 

ett of it. That he did not live to finiſh it, 
is to be lamented, for it is ſuppoſed he 


would have introduced more characters. 
What he has left is ſo perfect in its kind, 
taat it ſtands not in need of reviſaal. 


- 
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In no part of his works. has this alithof 


diſcovered a more nice and critical diſcern” 
ment, or a more perfect 8 of hu- 
man nature, than in this with won- 
derful art he has traced all the leading fea- 
tures of his ſeveralportraits, and given with 
truth the characteriſtical peculiarities of 
each; no man is lampoonod, and no man 
is flattered. 
The occaſion, we are told, to which we 
owe this admirable , was a circum- 
ſtance of feſtivity. The literary ſociety” to 
which he belonged : to write epi- 
yr hs on the doctor; Mr. Garrick, one 
the members, wrote the following 
fa ble of Jupiter and Mercury, to OI. 
Goldſmit! to a retaliation. vers 


Here, Hermes, ſays Jove, who with n _ 
mellow, 


Go fetch, me ſome clay—I will make an 3 
1 wrong ſhall bejumbled, much gold alen, 


Withoutgauſe be be pleasd, without cauſe be — 
Be ſure as I work to throw in contradictions 

A great lover of truth, yet a mind turn d to fictions. 
Now mix theſe ingredients, which warmꝰ d in the baking; 


Turn to learning and gaming, religion and raking n 
With the love of a wench, let his wruings be chaſte, 


Tip his 3 * matter, ine 


That gow nde and che-poet afer all may — 


W Par 


2 
* : 
* 


JUPITER and MERCURY. A Fable; 


| ——=_a 
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For the er of exch fex on the world I'll beftow:it, 
This fcholar, rake, chrittian, dupe, nnn and 


Poet. 
Tho' a mixture fo odd, he. ſhall merit groat fame, 
And among brother mortals be Goldſmith his name. 
7 on earth this ſtrange meteor no more ſhall ap> 


You, Firs, Bald Give km, 26 wks ws ſport here. 


There never was ſurely a finer picture, at 
full length, given to the world, than this 


warm Character of the incomprehenſible 


and heterogeneous doctor. 


And here Dr. Goldſmith's of Mr. 


Garrick will be introduced with propriety. 


© Here lies David Garrick, deſerbe me Who can; 
An ment uf all chat was plenſant in man. 


As an actor, confeſs'd, wirhuut rival wihine ; 


As a wit, if not firſt, in the very firſt line: 
Yet, with talents'hike rirefe, and an excellent haart, 
The man had his failings, a dupe to his art. 
Like an ill judging beauty, his colours he ſpread, 
And be- plaiſter d with rouge his own natural red: 
On the he was] natural, ſimple, affecting; 
*Dwas only that whon be was off he was feting. 
With no reaſon on earth to go out of his way, 
He turned and he vatied fu ten times a day: 
Though fecure vf our hearts, yet confoundedly fick, 
If they were not his own by finefling and trick. 
Ne out off his Friends Ake a huntſmun hies pack, 
Forkieenew, when he Pare, Heeduld whiſtle them 
Hack. | 
Of praiſe a mere glutton, he fwallowed aſa ins, 
And the puff of a dunce he miſtook it for fame ; 
Till — grown exllos, almoſt to diſeaſe ! 


Who peppered the higheſt was fureſt to pleaſe. = 
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But let us be cnndid, and ſpen out aur mimi; 
I” dunces applaud he paid them in kind. 
Ye Keurieka, ye Kellys, and Woodfalls; ſo grave, 
What a commerce as your. wulle you got ard you 


gave! | 
How did Grub-ftreet re-echo the thouts that you | 
r 

While he was be-Roſcius and you were be-prais'd}* 
But peace to hb ſpirit, where-ever it flies, | 
To act as an angel, and mix with the ſkies; ' 
Thoſe ports who ows their beſt fame te hiv Han, | 
Shall-ftll be his flarverers, go where he will: iht 
Old Shakeſpeare receive him with praiſe and with-love, 
* Beaumonts and Bens be his Kellys above | 


"Ip 7 8 can be ſad for and 
again e 

may, be. Dr Hh in theſe ines es tons 
That the perſon. whom they 

written was with ſome Rrokes of 
this character, ma be gathered from the 
following jeu " the fit which Mr. . Gartiak 
wrote on the on, ſoon after it had 
been, produced Woche beh. enn nd 


Art theſe the choſe dilkes the'd6Bor bis 10 
& this the great poet whoſe works ſo content us? 
dich me feat, who has written fine 


dock 7 
Hear ds us good int, vas. am nds wo 


. that Mr. Garrick;-in 
us verſes on Goltfraith, was: ntle in de- 
ſerlbing the ſubject, as well at 


e in che 


1 


2» eee ʒ but that Garridks 


features 


r 
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features in the Retaliation are fomewhat 


gerated. | 
"Na lon ag before his death; be had formed 
a deſign of publiſhing an Encyclopedia, or 


an Univerſal Dictionary of Arts and Sciences; 
a proſpectus of which he printed and ſent 
to his friends, many of whom had promiſed 
to furniſh him with articles on 1 0 ſub- 
jects; and, amongſt the reſt, Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds, Dr. Johnſon, and Mr. Garrick. 
His expectations from any new-conceived 
projects were generally very ſanguine; but 
from ſo extenſive a plan his hopes of gain 
had liftedup his thoughts to an extraordinary 


height. | 
= bookſellers, notwithſtanding they 
had a high op wager of his abilities, 5 were 
ſtartled at bulk, importance, and ex- 
penſe of ſo great an undertaking, the weight 
of Which was to depend upon the indu iy 
pe 


of a man with whoſe indolence of tem 
and method of procraſtination they had Tor 
been een emer the coldneſs with hi 
they met his propoſals was lamented by the 
doctor to the 2 6 of his death, which ſeems 
to have been accelerated by a negle& of 
his health, occaſioned by continual vexa- 
tion of mind, ariſing. from his involved cir- 
_ cumftances. Death, I really believe, was 
welcome to a man of his great ſenſibility. 
The chief materials which compoſed Gold- 
ſmith's character are before the reader; but 
— have with great freedom expoſed his 
faults, 
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faults, I ſhould/ not a ben ons the 
—— — —— 
juſt balance of 


quains, the former oc fer — 


 Goldfmith was forincere'n man, 4 he 
could not conceal. what: was: 
his mind: o far from-defir 40 appear in 
theeyeof the world to 5 8 ap 
he took; more pains td be” eſteeined-wo 
A than others do to better 
than the) His envy was ſo childiſh, 
and ſo ab ehe ir y de very eaſily 
pardoned; for every body age at it 
and no man was ever miſchievous 
whole errors excited mirth che never formed 
any ſcheme, or joined in a e 
to hurt any man living. Din 1. 
- His inviting perſons to- condemn Mr 
N tragedy, at firſt ſight, wears an ill 
z but this was a ent thought of a 
giddy man who, upon the leaſt check; 
would have immediately renounced it, and 
as heartily joined with a party to W 
the piece. he had before devoted to | 
tion. It cannot be controverted, that he 
was not a bad ceconomiſt,- nor in the leaft 
acquinter 1” that nf Tm 


At « dinner of the Royal Acad 


8 
the company, by ſome lively jeſts, excited the mirth of 
the ſociety: the doctor was uneaſy, and deſired thoſe 


who fat next him not to laugh, for he thought in 
truth it would make the man vain. 


Vor. II. G regular 
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3 lar exact. He was more gene 
Tous than juſt; like honeſt Charles, in the 

School for Scandal, he cauld nat, for the 
ſoul of him, make juſtice keep pace with 
generoſity. His diſpoſition of mind was 


tender and compathonate; no unhappy 
petſon ever ſued. to him ſor relief, without 


obtaining it, if he had any thing to give; 
and, rather than not relieve the diſtreſſed, 
he would borrow. The poor woman, with 
whom he had lodged, during his e 5 
ſeveral years, in Green-Art bour Co 
his death loſt an excellent friend; ny Ad | 
doctor often ſupplied "”_ with food. from his 
table, and viſited her frequently, with the 
ſole purpoſe to be kind to her. - He had his 
diſlike, as moſt men have, to particular peo- 
le, but unmixed with; malevolence. He, 
Teak of all mankind, approyed Baretti's.con- 
verſatianʒ he conſidered him as an infolent;, 
overbearing foreigner 3 as. Baretti, in his turn, 
thought him an unpoliſnod mon, and an 
abſurd companion: but when this unha 
Italian was charged with murder, and 
wards ſent by Sir John Fielding — 
Goldſmith. ns, his purſe, and would 
have, given him every ſhilling it para 
he, at the ſame time, "ey upon: 
| rome wil tim 1 fol the e ae 
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The Pudlck— My. Dibdin— Mungo— 4. 
 Arne—The | Hypocrite, taken from” CibBer's 
n ror. French Manners 

aria and Charlotte 1 
E various talents in Hh 
Aimee, and e inp toute Tife. 


HE Pall is « pled ele ual 
Me Vinod that has more engag th e Tk. 
ing of the, public than any oe Wes of 
the kind which has been acted 1 95 
years. | The plot is taken from a Spaniſh 
novel.“ The muſic was com Nea 
Dibdin, who played. the put of un 
with much ſatisfa . 0 Fthe Pkg 
Banniſter played Diego, and ung, os 
very difficult ſongs wit great "Tall, 


niſter is, in many parts, a dea 12 „ 


as well as an agreeable linger, of ſuch 
as pleaſe'an Engliſh audience, 


rs. Arne, who died about nine” of "ten 


years ſince, charmed every body in Leono- 
ra; ſhe was univerſally cried up, as the moſt 
| leaſing of all our Engliſh ſingers, the me- 
j 10 fLinieſs and flexibility 51 her To 
have not been equalled on our ſtag ge. 


application to ſinging ; Nic weak nels 


confiitutton could not uin the per Peipe tual. 


_* The 12th of the exemplary morals of Cervantes. 
G 2 W exerciſe 


fell a ſacrifice, it is rogue ht, to her) in 5 . | 
er. 


1 


gy 


—— 


- . 4 | * * 
N 


exerciſe of the theatre. The great deſire 


of the public 10 bear her inceffantiy, de- 
prived them of a charming performer, who 


gs WY 
was termed the nightingale of the ſtage, in 
the ſeventeenth or eighteenth year of her age. 
The Hypocrite, a comedy, is an unim- 
7 lh and ſlovenly alteration of Cibber's 
Non: Juror, and was acted with more ap- 
7 eme and profit to the alterer than could 
have been expected; but, I believe, he owed 
tte greateſt Part of its ſucceſs to the per- 
formance of Mrs. Abington, in Charlotte. 
_ -  Cibber's Non- Juror was certainly a party 
play, if a comedy may be called fo, which 
was profeſſedly written in defence of thoſe 
Principles, and that conſtitution, upon which 
he ee e eſtabliſhed, and againſt 
tnok 


men who were its avowed enemies; 
for Jacobites, in the reign of George the 
Firſt, were certainly not eſteemed friends to 
the Houſe of Brunſwicnxnk. 
.*=Cibber underſtood Engliſh manners too 
well, to adopt all the characters and plot of 
Moliere's Tartuffe; the frequent interpoſition 
of a chambermaid, her influence over her 
young miſtreſs and pertneſs to her maſter, 
would not ſuit the oxconomy of an Engliſh 
.. Able, however agreeable to French cuſtoms, 
The lovers in Moliere are generally inſipid, 
5 ang the Valere and Mariane of the Impoſtor 
| have no farther importance than that of be- 
ing agents in the play. The quarrelling 
ſcene between them, in the third act, is a 


mere 


DAVID. GARRICK, EG. 126 
mere farcical altereation: Cibber, in the 
Non-Juror, hes finely improved this incident, 
and has. drawn —— ——— of 
a good-natured, ſen generous 
—— a his Maria, that we _ chal- 

any ot our OWN, or ges, to 
— „ but Es has not 


n altogether fo attentive through his 4 
is mn that — yr French and 


51518. 2 f 


make — — — 8 fr 
her; and this the cuſtoms of that country 
would juſtify. The ſcene in the third act 
would have been a ſufficieat proof of the Im- 
ee eee 
uage of love every 7 

to hear from the graveſt charactet in France; 
and we find Elmire apologizing to Tartuſſe, 
an infamous villain, for the part ſhe had 
acted in the diſcovery of hiopalion for her, ; 
— nei 
own inclinations, t was 

in it by the deſire of others. 


Ceſt contre mon humeur que jai kit tor ceci; : 
Mais on m's miſe au point de vous traiter ainß. 


In the Non-Juror the cafe is different, an 
elderly gentleman marries a young lady of 
five and twenty, for love; the ſerious re- 
moaſtrances of ſuch a woman as Lady Wood 
nn have got the better of her huſband's 


G 3 bigotry, - 


— 
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bigotry, therefore Cibber ſhould have re- 
ſerved the detection of Wolfe to the laſt act. 
The alterer has injudicioufly introduced 
into the play an old Lady Lambert, borrowed 
fromthe Madam Pernelle of Moliere, which 
Cibber very judiciouſly threw out, as of no 
ſervice to his plot. Maw-worm, a new 
character, was ſupported by the power of 
Weſton's acting: the cheapeſt way to gain 
applauſe is to make à character ſpeak falſe 
ngliſh; and in this the greateſt part of 
Maw-worm's merit conſiſts: Cantwell; the 
methodiſt, the genuine offspring of the 
Antinomian ſaints in the days of Oliver 
Cromwell, bears no mark of diſcrimination. 
Alt is with the greateſt pleaſure I ſpeak of 
Mrs. Abington's action in Charlotte: though 
the part had been moſt admirably performed 
by Mrs. Oldfield, and ſince her time with 
grear applauſe and approbation by Mrs. 
Woffington and Mrs. Pritchard; yet it is im- 
poſſible to conceive that more gaiety, eaſe, 
our, elegance and grace, could have 
been aſſumed by any actreſs, than by Mrs. 
Abington in this part; her ideas of it were 
entirely her on, for ſhe had ſeen nopattern. 
But the various talents of Mrs. Abington 
will demand from a ſtage hiſtorian particu- 
lar attention, and a more accurate deſcrip- 
tion of them: her perſon is formed with 
great elegance, her addreſs is graceful, her 
lebk animated and expreſſive. To the good- 
nels of her underſtanding, and the ſuperiori- 
rity 
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ty of her taſte, ſhe is indebted V for 
her power of pleaſing; the tones of her voice 
are not naturally . chat ming to the ear, but 
het incomparabie ſill! in modulation renders 
them perfectly agreeable: her articulation is 
ſo exact, 2 every ſyllable ſhe utters is 
conveyed diſtinctly, and even harmoniouſly. 
Congreve's Millamant of paſt times, ſhe has 
fkilfully modelled and adapted to the ad- 
e and the 8 of the 
ddy. All ages have icular 
— — f follies and faſtiions: 
theſe ſhe underſtands, „and dreſſes 
them to the taſte of the preſent hour. In 
Shakeſpeare's Beatrice ſhe had difficulties to 
encounter, and prejudices to conquer: re- 
membrance/of Mrs; Pritchard's excellence in 
that favoutite part had ſtamped a 2 
mark on the mode of repreſenting it; not- 
withſtanding this, Mrs. Abington, knowi ing 
her own peculiar powers of ex 7 wo 
not ſubmit to an imitation of that great ac- 
reſs, but exhibited the part according to her 
own ideas; nor did-ſhe fail of gaining great 
applauſe here- ever her judgment directed 
her to point out the wit, entizent, or hu- 
mour of Beatrice. u 

In the Widow Bellmour of Murphy Way 
to Keep Him, her diſengaged and eaſy man- 
ner, familiar to one ho had been aſed to'the' 
company, of perſons diftinguifhed by high 
rank and graceful behaviour, rendered her 
= 3 of a brilliant circle of admirers. 
G 4 Mr. 


* . Sen * * 
Re 
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Mr. Garrick in his character of Lady Bab 
Lardoon, in the Maid of the Oaks, written 
on pur r | 
licate ſtrain of c, paid: a laſting tris 

bute to her merit. Nhen this lady.of high ; 
life, to impoſe on Dupely, a young travel- 

led coxcomb, aſſumes a character of great 
ſimplicity, and tries her ſuill at a little nai» 

vete ; ſhe ſays to one who is a witneſs of the 
| diverſion, - 66 e 
« actreſs I ſhould- N 


© had not unluckil/ brou — in ——— 
« world an eatls daughter.“ eg | 


compliment needs no comment:. 
Though the theatre would have been 5 
moſt: deprived of the accompliſned and 
well-bred wornan af falhbar Without the 
aſſiſtance of Mrs; Abington, yet ſo various 
and unlimited are her talents, that ſhe is 
not coaufimed to females of a ſuperior elaſs; 
_ can on occafionally to the country 
romp, the hoyden, and the cham- 
rar and put on the various humours, 
airs, and whimſical peculiarities of theſe 
under parts; ſhe thinks nothing low that 
is in nature; nothing mean, or beneath her 
ſkill, which is characteriſtical. L 4 

of her behaviour in private life has attracted 


tte notice and gained the approbatien of 


many perſons of quality of her own. ſex. 
Like another Oldfield, or Cibber,. ſhe re- 
ceives viſits from, and returns them to, 


1 moſt W 
e 
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the higheſt rank. Her taſte in dreſs is al- 
— to be ſuperior, and ſhe is often con 
ſulted in the choice of faſhions by her female 
friends in high life; but as it would be ab- 
ſurd to confine her merit to fo triffing an ac- 
com noe ſhe 8 be Wr High 

raile o and fixing the regard o 
10 her d by her he faule ele- 
gance of manner, and propriety of conduct. 

The following little poem, written by a 
gentleman of faſhion, and conſiderable - 
eminence in literature, will, I hope, de 
eſteemed no r aer to te dz. 
er, thought hasalready bec 55 | 


On Mrs. Abington's NOT in \ the the” Varig 
racter of E dere in the Hypocrite; oc „ 
fioned by the 1 of her en the Tf 
ſlage. e mise | 

Beepede cuboid . 2161 21684 
By Garrick's loſs inſpir dd. 
When Farde, tivimonaline. the ebe 2:11 


eee k r! Weh ee | 

Sad wi k the ges, Tu ah IA mourns, | 
Ihe Graces join'd her trainz * 

And noughe bil fighs for fighs rearing” | "1 

; mn 7001 urn : _ N 
”" $ 1 * 
| But ſeo—Tis falſe! in Nature's „ +: --. 30h 

| She comes, by Fancy dreſs'd 20:1 de 

Again gives Comedy her ſmile; „ 

f Aid Faſkion all her taſte. | 
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.c H A . XIII. 
. Mr. Pritchard retires from the flage—Regſen 


for it afſigned—Account of her introduttion to 
aud progreſs in the theatre—Her fingular 1a-- 
tems in | ating—Obj ec of the public care 
Her dean — Mrs. Give leaves the theatre— 
Her interview with Mr. Garrick on the occa- \ 
ion Her faxe agg deſcribed at a” 
Her love Hi aged, & | 


hl 
14 


49383 


| ks. Piitchard, who, for near trip 
OO had been admixed for her fi 8 
or merit in her profeſſion, and belove _— 
her many virtues in private life, | in 1768 re- 
— to withdraw into retirement, and 
d the remainder of her life at Bath. To 
ſhe was, tempted by the proſpect of 
2 ow ages were to accrue to 
? legacy of one Mr. Leonard, an 
attorney of Lyon's Inn, a diftant relation of 
whoſe will her brother, Mr. Vaughan, was 
the executor. But, whatever might have 
been the intention of the teſtator, by his 
will the bulk of his eſtate fell to the heirs 
at law, who were his neareſt relations. 
Mr. Vaughan s conduct in this affair was 
8 cenſured,” and legally queſtioned. 
Pritchard was unhappily led into a 
unn. | 


4 
Z IX . 
„ © 14 *. 0 
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She was, when very young recommended 

to the notios of Mr. Booth, who was ex- 
ly pleaſed with her manner of recit 

ing ſeveral ſcenes" of parts in tragedy and: 
comedy : he was then ſo great a valetudina- 
rian, and ſo little chnnected with the ma- 
nagement of the theatre, that it is thought 
he adviſed her to apply to Mr. Cibber, or 
ſome other governing perſon of the theatre. 
Hler firſt ap nee was, ſoon after, at 
Bartholomew Fair, where ſhe gained the 
notice and applauſe of the public by her 
eaſy, unaffected manner of ſpeaking; and 
was greatly careſſed and admired for fing-- 
ing, in'ſome droll, a favourite air, which. 
ane own with” 1 | 


| Sweet, 7 you ber me, ett run 


Mrs. Pritchard ſet out a candidate for 
theatrical fame in 1733, at the time when 
Mr. Highmore, patentee of Di the- 
atre, .quarrelled with his principal actors, 
who revolted from him; and the lit= 2 
tle playhonfe in: the Hay-market:. To the | 
ſeceders ſhe applied for employment; they 9 
very gladly embraced ſo promiſing an ad- 
dition of ſtrength to their company. 
One of the firſt parts ſhe acted was 
Belina, in a play called the Mother-in- 
Law, traſlated by Miller from Moliere's 
Malade Imaginaire, and adapted to the. 
reger; __ Her a — 2 
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ſhe was they young 0g tender = 
tractive countenance, which, in be he pfraſe 


of Shakeſpeare, was an alarm love; her 
expe, * ſimpl DS Manage 6: 1 unem- 
ment. r 
bonnie all 1 w pt at 
one another with, ſurprize, and pleaſure, as 
if congratulating themſelyes on ſeeigg a ri- 
ſing genius, capable, perhaps, one day, of 
conſoling them for the loſs of Mrs. Oldfield, 
who Was then lately deceaſed. und 
When Mr. Fleetwood united the two 
companies of Drury- lane and the Hay- 
market, Mrs. Pritchard was of too much 
conſequence to be neglected but notwith 
ſtanding her juſt claim to encouragement 
from he manager, he for ſome time omitted 
to bring ＋ ward to public notice, by 
not giving her a proper opportunity to 
diſplay — — * By ta often, from 
pique or prejudice, thruſt into characters 


unworthy of ſo a genius; ſuch as Lady 
Love Rule in the Wives Metamorphoſed: 


and F remember, when Mrs. Cibber made 
her firſt eſſay in Zara, in the tragedy of that 


name, Mrs: Pritchard was caſt alto thein- 


ferior part of Selima, her friend and con- 
fident. But it was impoſſible to obſcure 
the luſtre of ſo bright a diamond as 
Pritchard; by — the. e the 


patentee, that it was lis intereſt to have her 


often ſeen in parts of importance; Roſalind, 
in As You * — 


It, at once eſtabliſhed her 
theatrical 
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theatrical character: her delivery of dia- 


logue, whether of —— way, +66 mere 
ſprightlineſs, was never, I believe, ſurpaſſed, 
or, perhaps, equalled : her fame was now 
enlarging every day by the eagerneſs which 
the town expreſſed” to ſee her in various 
attitudes: Not confined to any one walk 
in acting, 
and, what is fingular, ſhe diſcovered a large 
degree of merit in every diſtinct claſs of it: 
her tragic power was eminent, but particu- 


| larly in characters which required force of 


ex and dignity of figure. 


Hamlet, Zara in the Mourning Bride, Me- 
rope, Creuſa, and more eſpecially in Queen 
Katherine, the wife' of Henry VHI. ſhe gave 


to all theſe parts importance by her action, 
as well as ſpeaking ; her few defects in tra- 


gedy proceeded from a too loud and profuſe = 


expreſſion of gri 
her manner; _— : 
and deur of perfor generally hid the de- 
fect of this laſt requiſite from the common 
ſpectator. Her great force in comedy lay 
in a middle path, between parts of ſuperior 
life, and thoſe of humour in a lower claſs; 
Cibber's Lady Townly, Lady Betty Mo- 
diſh, and Maria in the Non- Juror, ſhe con. 
and with applauſe; but neither her perſo 


and her want of grace in 


graceful for the high-bred woman of 


nor manner were ſufficiently elegant 1 | 


an 
on 


ſhe ranged through: them all, 


natural caſe of deportment 


— ——— 
4 Ne 


Fo: on. In Shakeſpeare 
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Berinthia, Farquhar's Mrs. Sollen, and all 
ſuch parts as are thrown into ſituations of in- 
trigue, 7 and mirth, with diverſity of 
humour, wit and pleaſantry, ſhe was inimi- 
tably charming, and has left no equal; ſhe 
could deſcend to the affectations of a Lady 
Dainty, and the Scrivener's Wife, in the 
Confederacy; but her powers ſeemed to be 
checked by ſuch inanimate e aden 
delicacy. 

Notwithſtanding the e 505 
and her advanced age, the town was cha 1. 
to the laſt with her repreſentation of Con- 
greve's delightful portrait of wit, affectatiun, 
and good- nature, in Millamant. Her diſ- 
engaged and eaſy manner in ſpeaking and 
action ſupplied the want of an elegant form 
and a youthful countenance. In the utter- 
ing of converſation, upon the moſt trifling 
topics, ſhe had an unaccountable method of 
charming the ear; ſhe delivered her words, 
as the great poet adviſes the actor, ſmoothly 
and trippingly from the tongue; and how 
ever voluble in enunciation her might 
require her to be, not an iota of articulati- 
on was loſt. Mi ht I be allowed the ex- 
preſſion, I ſhould ſay that ſhe was a miſtreſs 
| 08 dramatic eloquence in familar dialogue. 
Though Mrs. Clive, amongſt many other 
: accompliſhments, was famous for 

ſeofds and viragos; Mrs. Pritchard, in ſucfi 
characters, was not her inferior: her Mrs. 
. Termagant 


's Beatrice, 
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Termagant in the Squire of Alſatia, and 


Oakly in the Jealous Wife, were fr. 
aide pictures of female violence. ' 
Her unblemiſhed conduct in 1 life 3 
juſtly rendered her the great vourite of 
| ben 2ople ; few as ws ever ſo fin- 
y beloved, and powerfully patronized, 
4 a Me Soaring inſta of public cogaed 
A remarkab nce 
was, wig n ſhe firſt 
r daughter on | 
2 Hop 15 play Lad e i in 
Romeo and Juliet, in order to introduce 
Miſs Pritchard, in her attempt to act — | 
the daughter's timidity was contraſted by the 
mother's apprehenſions, which wereſtrongly 
eng in 1 * looks, and theſe were in- 
ceſſantly interchanged by ſtolen glances at 
each o This ſcene of mutual ſenſibi- 
lity was ſo affecting, that many of the aud 
ence burſt into 22 nn een 
This young actre was extremely y agree- 
able, and in many you ſuited to her youth 
and beauty, was a favourite of the audience. 
But ſhe did not continue long an actreſs: a 
daughter of Mrs. Pritchard may be excuſed 5 
Eng the — _ ſhe rec , 
that however indulgent the people might be 
to her ſhe put them in mind 
of her mother's great ſu ' 
Miſs Pritchard married Mr. Jun P Palmer, 71 
a reſpectable player in à variety of parts, 
and a man eſteemed for his integrity. * 


154 
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his death ſhe was married to In Bang a 
man who, after having gone through many 
viciſſitudes of fortune, became a great 
jobber in the ſtocks; one who is not un- 
uſeful, as I hear, to lord North, whoſe 1a $ 
dy admires and viſits Mrs. Lloyd. 

Mrs. Pritchard took leave of the public - 5 
in an epilogue written by Mr. Garrick." 
The tragedy of Macbeth was acted for her 
benefit. Mr. Garrick, out of reſpe& to 
this very valuable woman, gave the public, 
and, I believe, for the laſt time, one of 1 . 

a principal and moſt maſterly exhibitions! x 
the character of Macbeth. Lady Macbeth 
is the chief agent of the to entry: en in 
grand plot; a woman f unbounded ambi- 
tion, void of all human feelings, to gain a 
crown urges her reluctant huſband to the 
murder of the king. Mrs: Pritchard's ac- 
tion, before and after the commiſſion of the 
horrid deed; was ſtrongly characteriſtical; 

it preſented an image of a mind inſenſible to 
compunction, and inflexibly bent to cruel - 

When ſhe ſnatched: the dagger from 
- remorſeful and irreſolute Macbeth, deſ- 
. the agitations of a mind unaccuſtom- 
ed to guilt, and alarmed at the terrors of 
conſcience, ſhe preſented to the audience a 

ure of the moſt conſummate intrepidity, 
1n miſchief. When ſhe Red: = inftru- 
ments of death, and ſaid, 
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her look and action cannot be deſeribedꝰ 


and _ e hn by the ſur- 
vivin ors. quet 
g — act of the play, ſhe füll do- | 
vered more characteriſtical ſkill, if poſiible, 
than in the precedmg'at; The guilty king 
age! Yai g from the murder of 
„ by his alarming terrors of mi a 
— himſelf to — —9 Mrs. Pritch- 
ard's art in endeavouring the at- 
tention of the company, and draw them 
from the obſervation wok hu ang, 
equalled an thing that was ever ſeen | 
art of acting ; 
In — the- laſt ſcene of Lady 
Macbeth, i in = Now terrors of a guilty = 
conſcience keep the mind broad awake 
while the body fi Mrs. Pritchard's act- 
ing reſembled thoſe ſudden flaſhes of light- 
ning, which more. accurately diſcover the w 
2 of ſurrounding darkneſs. 22 
She ſpoke her farewell with ma- 


ny tears and fobs, which were increaſed bh7 


the generous feelings of a numerous and 
ſplendid audience. retired: to 
there, about four months after, * 4 
mortification in her foot. - _ 

About a year after Mrs. Pritchard bad 
ham" anyway the . 
companion friend deter- 
n ſhe could, if 
ſhe had thought proper, bave continued 
ſeveral years longer, to delight the public 

. in 


Bath, and' 
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in various characters adapted to her 1 
and time of life; for to the Juſt ſhe was ad- 
| doe unri valle... 
Mr. Garrick ſent Mr. Hopkins, the romp- 
ter, to her, to know whether ſhe was 
in earneſt in her intention of leaving the 
ſtage. To ſuch a meſſenger Mrs. Clive diſ- 
dained to give an —.— To Mr. George 
Garrick, whom he afterwards deputed to 
wait on her on the ſame errand, this high 
ſpirited aQreſs was not much more'civil ; 
however, ſhe condeſcended to tell him, hat 
if his brother wiſhed to know her mind; he 
ſhould have called upor her himſelf. When 
the manager and Mrs. Clive met, their in- 
terview was fhort, and their diſcourſes curi- 
dus. After ſome compliments on her great 
merit, Mr. Garrick wiſhed; he faid, that ſhe 
would continue, for her own. ſake, ſome 
years longer on the ſtage. This civil ſug-' 
| 13 ſhe anſwed by a drciſive negative. 
e aſked how much ſhe was worth; ſhe re- 
Plied briſkly, as much as himſelf. Upon his 
ſmiling at ker ſuppoſed ignorance or miſin- 
formation, ſhe explained herſelf, by telling 
him, that e knew when ſhe had enough, 
though ke never would. He then entreated 
Her to renew her agreement for three or 
four 2 ſhe peremptorily refuſed. Up- 
on his renewing his regret at her leaving 
the ſtage, ſhe frankly Told him, that ſhe 
hated hypocriſy.; for ſhe was ſure that he 
| * 180 up candles for joy of her lea- 
j ving 
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ving him, but that it would be attended 
with ſome expenſe. Every body will ſee 
there was ſome unneceſſary ſmartneſs in 
the lady's language; but however, it was 
her way, as her friend Mrs. Pritchard ufed 
to expreſs it. | 3 

Mrs. Clive, when very young, had a 
ſtrong propenſity to acting. Her firſt the- 
atrical engagement to Booth, Wilkes, and 
Cibber, in 1727, was principally owing to 
the goodneſs of her voice, and to ſome pro- 
fictency which ſhe had made in ſinging; 
nor, till her merit as an actreſs ſhewed itſelf 
in Nell the cobler's wife, was ſhe conſidered 
in any other light than as one qualified to 
entertain the audience with a ſong between 
the acts of a play, or to act ſome innocent 
country girt, ſuch as Phillida in Damon and 
Phillida; an engraving of her in that cha- 
rafter is ſtill to Le ſeen in the print-ſhops. 
The comic abilities of this actreſs have not 
been excelled; or indeed fcarce equalled, by 
any performer, male or female, theſe fifty 
years: ſhe'was fo formed by nature to re- 

reſent a r lively, laughing, droll, 

umourous, affected and abſurd characters, 
that what Colley Cibber ſaid of Nokes may 
with equal truth be applied to her; for Clive 
had ſuch a ſtock of comic force about her, 
that ſhe; like Nolces, had little more to do 
than to perfect herſelf in the words of a part, 
and to leave the reſt to nature; and if he, 
- by the mere power of his action, — 
> e 
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_ ſeveral comedies, which after his death be- 


quence, an 


more or leis t 
* Clive was s diſpoſed to be metry. 


; = 
9 


came obſelete, it may as juſtly be ſaid of 
her, that ſhe created vera parts in plays 
of which the poet ſcarce furniſhed an outline; 
and that ma At eee pieces are now loſt 
to the ſtage 12 want of her animating ſpi 
rit to preſerve chem. 
A more extenſive walk in comedy than 


that of Mrs. Clive cannot be imagj The 


chambermaid, in every varied ſhape which 
2 or ar 25 could 3 re of 
whim eQation, from t . 
Lady Fanciful to the vulgar Mrs Nin Tias | 
berg; country girls, — — hoydens and 

dowdies, ſuperannuated beauties, viragos 
and humouriſts, Lo a ſtrong and p 
voice, with an ear for muſic, ſhe added 


the ſprightly action requiſite to a number of 3 


parts in ballad farces. 5 
She had an inimitable talent in ddiculng. 
the extrava agant action, impertinent conſe- 
inſignificant ——— of the ed 

male opera ſi It ſhe ſnatched an 
tunity to ſhew her excellence in this 
in the Lady of Faſhion in Lethe. 
Her mirth was ſo genuine, that, whether 

it was reſtrained to the arch ſneer and the 
ſuppreſſed half lau gh, widened to the broad 
grin, or extended to the dowaright honeſt 
burſt of loud laughter, the audience vas 
n her; he muſt have been 
who could be grave . 


But 


| 1 AY 1 
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But the whole empire of laughter, large 
as it is, was too confined 0 es 
bition'of a Clive; this daughter of mirth 
aſpired to what nature had denied her; ſhe 
wiſhed to ſhine in thoſe parts of high life 
where elegance of form and de- 
portment give dignity to the female cha- 
racter. Not content with this deviation from 
her own ſtyle in acting, he would fain try. 
— in the more lofty tread of the 
m. * 1 f . 3 N . 

If Hogarth had never delighted the world 
with a genuine hiſtory of nature in his Har- 
Jot's Progreſs, his Marriage Alamode, and 
other admirable works of humour, his Sigiſ- 
munda and his Pharaoh's Daughter might 
have paſſed for tolerable pictures; ſo Clive's 
attempts in the higher comedy and 
might have been unnoticed and uncenfured, 
had not her exquiſite comic vein thrown 
a comparative contempt upon them. 
Nature has ſeldom gi 1 
fon the power to raife admiration, and to 
excite mirth; to unite the faculties of Mil. 
ton and Butler, is a happineſs ſuperior to 
the common lot of humanity. ck a 
The art of ex g with equal force 
the effuſionof comic gaiety and tragic terror, 
was 2 talent peculiar, in its fulleſt exten L 
to Garrick, and to him alone; + for even 
Mrs. Pritchard enjoyed theſe different pow- 
ers of excelling in an inferior degree. 1 


e 
The uncommon applauſe which Mrs, 


Clive obtained in Shakeſpeare's Portia, was 
owing to her miſrepreſentation of the cha- 
', radcter: mimicry in a pleader, When a cli- 
 ent's life is in danger, is but mice buf- 
| foonery. | 
T his inclination to figure in parts, ill 
adapted, not only to her genius, but her 
age and perſon, accompanied this great ac- 
tteſs to the laſt, and ſometimes involved 
her in diſagreeable diſputes, from which 
ſhe had the good fortune to extricate herſelf 
by her undaunted fpirit. NE 
Mr. Garrick dreaded an altercation with 
| he as much. as a quarrel, with an, author 
_ whoſe play he had rejected; whenever he 
had a Kiter rence 1 5 7 Mrs. Clive, he was 
happy to make a drawn battle of it. At a 
time of life when ſhe was utterly unfit te 
repreſent a girl of ſixteen, he prevailed u 
on her to ſurrender, Miſs Prue, in Love 7M 
Love, by making vr a preſent of Mrs. 
Frail in the ſame «part am almoſt as im- 
proper for Mrs. Cl 4 as t 
It was the wiſh of her life to ot female 
characters of importance with Mr. Garrick: 
where-ever ſhe could thruſt herſelf into a play 
Vith him, ſhe always exerted her utmoſt ſkill 
lo excel, N ticularly in Bizarre in the 
Inco he acted Duretete, He, 
ſeems to *. ſtudiouſly avoided a ſtruggle 
for victory with her, which, I believe, ſhe a at- 


 Uibuted to his dread of her getting the bet- 
ter 
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ter of him. She certainly was true game, as 
Mr. ' expreſſed | it; and would have died 
n. „rather than have yeilded 

the field of ttle to any body. Mr. Garrick 
complained that ſhe Miſdinozrred him, by 
not looking at him in the time of action, 
and neglecting to watch the motion of his 
eye; a practice he was ſure to obſerve to 
others. I am afraid this accuſation is partly 
true; for Mrs. Clive would ſuffer her eyes 
ſometimes to wander from the ſtage into the 
boxes in ſearch of her great acquaintance, 
and now and then give them Seuredy nod! 
or curtſy; ſhe was 4 this pn of the very 
fault which ſhe ridiculed in Win 
goth, and other Italian ladies of he opera; 
bay > it muſt not be denied, that though 
med abſent by her look, ſhe was pre- 
fent by her ſpirit; "ihe ſoul of humour was 
active on the ſtage, though the ' bodily or- 
ſeemed to be elſewhere employed. 
NM Pritchard and Mrs. Clive; though ef 
characters extremely different, were eloſely 
united in the bonds of friendſhip for almoſt 
IS. 
ne ever laboured more aſliduouſly 
to males her family affluent and happy than 
Mrs. Pritchard. 15 this Mrs. Cli e lowed 
ber example, and more effectually. But 
whilſt one ſeemed to confine all her atten- 
tion to her relations, which -indeed were 
very numerous, the other occaſionally ex- 
erted her intereſt in the ſervice of _ 
. Chlve 


* * 1 * * N * A a L vw 7 
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„ | 
Clive a the part of ly, A 2 
no trifling ſacriſice, in of Bly, wi Muſs” Ed- 
wards, afterwards Mrs, Mozeen, whom the 
iaſtructed and encouraged; and, to pro- 
mote the general intereſt of the community, 
fhe undertook the part of Lucy, a character 
8 Wy player by e that it has never 
been equalled; to her leſſons, care and 
—— as. well as to her own induſtry 
and abilities, we owe ogra proficiency of that 
valuable actreſs, Mis Pope. 43% 24: 

Mrs. Clive, in ———_ life, was ſo for 
above cenſure, that her conduct, in every 
e of 1 N not only Ns but 
eemplary. company was alwa — 
ed by women of high rank and | 
to whom ſherendered herſelf = 
She is ſtill viſited by many 
perſons of both ſexes. Her con n is 
a. mixture of uncommon vwacity, droll 
mirth, and honeſt bluntneſs. The polite and 
learned Horace Walpole, the ſon of a no- 
bleman to whom this country is indebted 
for the extent of her commerce, and that 
greateſt of all civil bleſſings, the preſervati · 
on of her free conſtitution, wrote Mrs. 
Clive's farewell epilogue, in wich ſnhe took 
leave of an audience ho parted; with ſo 
bright an amen W eee e 
| tough 1-0? * 
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Mr. Have 


engaged to 


eren, 


281 


Tasia who * almoſt TO years, 
bern the approved. ſervant of the al: 
be in. a variety ofcharaCters, and alwa 1155 ac- 
table to the various managers o 
etres-who: had employed him; being — | 
advanced towards the ſixtieth year of his age, 
was reſolved; to imitate the example 27 
old acquaintance, Mrs. Pritchard and Mrs, 
Chve,. and exchange the buſtle of the ſage 
for eaſe and retirement. 5. 
This player deſerves to be rememberec 
not ſo much for his ſtage abilities, which 
were indeed 2 from GI 15 as for 
151 bity, the gentleneſs of his manners, 
and the, be nevolence of his diſpoſition, op 
Mr. Havard's father was a vintner, and a 
citizen of Dublin ; he gave his ſon, who) was 
born there in July 17 10, a liberal educati- 
on he, for ene time, Lear himſelf to 
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for the K prevented his making an 
great eu that"(cienee. f 


In 1730 Mr. Havard left Dublin, and 
artived at Londan. Mr. Giffard; then ma[- 
ter of the theatre in Goodman's Fields, 
with his agrecable addreſs, engaged 
us an actor, at a moderate falary: his 
| ſenſe and polite manner ſoon won ſo 
_— the manager, that he took his tra- 
gedy of Scatiderberg under his care, and 

Red with all the 2th of his eompa- 
ny. Scanderberg is a juvenile perfor oe 
not deſtitute of merit; in iow ay ſcen 
chere is a deficiency of t, 2 fol 
guage ſomewhat too roclingand boiſterous; 
dut many paſſages ef it are ' vigordas and 
pathetic. „ BUY M ABI 

When Giffard, in 10 736, hired thi chende 
in Lincoln's-inn-Helds, . was eſteem'd 
dne of his principal ſupports, in the double 
. actor and auther. nas | 

the winter ſeaſon, thib'tnanaget 

was reduced to great ſtraits; and, in order 
to retrieve his affairs, the ſtory of Charles 
the Firſt was propoſed to him as'a proper 
' ſubject to engage the public attention. Ha- 
vard undertook the office of writing an; hiſ- 
torical play which ſhould corn 
trial and deathof that unhappy 
Havard's delire of eaſe was 
ſuperior to his thirſt for fame, 
money ; and Giffard inſiſted upon the pow- 


er of locking him up till the work was fi- 
| niſhied. 
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niſhed: To this he, with his uſual. 

— ad Gard — 

the W n him, and let him out at his 
fore 1a the the play was finiſhed.” This 


— Havard would cen relate 
50 


amongſt his friends, and laugh at. 
Charles the Sund ban eee 
emolument to the manager, — 
degree of reputation, as wellas gain, to 
author. The ſubject was'thought by many 
improper for the ſtage; the trial and be- 
heading of a king, it was ſaid, would re- 


vive republican notions of government; be- 
ſidles, it was the fact was tob recent 
for refentation. [0120 nablidg id aer 


This is a point which-I have not-abilities 
to diſcuſs,” nor is it? in a bock of 
this kind; but in a free country, like ours, 
why- ſuch a great hiſtorical event ſhould not 
be brought on the 

inſtruction to „Idannot ſee 
any good *teaſon. In a limited monarchy, 
the miſchiefs' From the encroachments 
of p 


lence of the people, who, n their turn, may 
invade the rights of the crown, will ever fur- 


niſh matter for the hiſtorian, and, I believe 
alſo, ſubj jects for the dramatic writer. Shake- 


uſtify nor condernn the beheading 


4 of Char- 
les the Firſt; hut the act itſelf, w 


her juſt 


or 7 waz certainly great, 925 at this 
8. 


H 2 


for a Warning land 


rerogative on privilege; and che turbül 


hiſtorical plays muſt -be/admitted 
good evidence in this caſe. I-ſhall neither 


= = 
bk * 122 
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| day, . eee ag on thoſe 
ä NO es l diey Vn it in exe+ 


4b 


is tif dk 
the nervous, but 
aan ee the times. The cha- 
racters of Charles and eee are drawn 
in conformity; to hiſtory. Fairfax, a preſby- 
tetian and a warrior, is honeſt and weak, 
and the · dupe of Cromwell, a man of ſuperior 
underſtanding, who had either no religion, 
or ſuch 4s he could mould to his 
"The. ſcene of the trial was a faithful picture 
of an hiſtorical fact. The king's partin 
with his children cannot be read in the hi 
Al 0orian · without great emotion; hat effect 
muſt it then have on the ſtage? Never were 
tears ſo plentifully ſhed as the mournful 
ſeparation of Charles and the young princes. 
This: popular ſuhject dre large crowds 
40; Lineoltts- inn-fields theatre. Curioſity 
was fora long time much excited with re- 
ſpect to the authorʒ chat was a ſectet to be 
kept from the people; but Havard's love 
of fame would not ſuffer it to be kept long 
= the tenth or _——_ night of ing 
| "FL: 
425 u be moment Havard hun on the ſword 
the genteel dreſs of the times, 
profeſſed himſelf to be the writer of 
vr Firſt, the audiences were thin- 
ned, and tlie play was ſuppoſed to he in- 
3 kerior to what its red merit had a right to 
e HP} &-14 1 claim 
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claim; the people thought they had been 
hepa impoſsd upon: rf old e. * 
the printer, who was ten wi eneral 

of dramatic as 5 ſta rd ant 
at the diſcovery ot the nt — he re- 
fuſed to give the uſual fee of 100. The 
anecdotes of that time tell us there was a 
long conteſt between Watts and Havard; 
the latter inſiſted upon the uſual price given 
to authors for Fic met with uncom- 
mon ſucceſs; the former declared he would 
retrench 20l. if the author inſiſted upon 
ha vin — his name in the title- page. How this 
| was decided, I know not; but Ha- 
vard's name is in the front of the play. I 
cannot help ſmiling at the abſurdity of ap- 


_— = W 3 


preciating a play applauded by tenor twelve 


audiences, y from the name or engl 
feſſion of the author.” + 1! 
Why the name of pure ſhould be ſo- 
obnoxious in a candidate for dramatic fame 
in authorſhip, I cannot conceive. The beſt: 
writer of plays is acknowledged to have 
been Shakeſpeare; who was a av 4a Bens 
Johnſon tried T iert in "gp ſen— 
grois 


tation, and failed; and his of - 
the actors, more eſpecially in his Poetaſter, 
is, not improbably, ſaid to take its riſe. from. 
his being expelled; their community, as one 
incapable. Otway, Lee, and Farquhar, 
though good wtiters, were alb unſucceſsful 
— in the art of 
feſſion itſelf was not therefore deemed de- 


* grading; 


the pro- 7 


x50 1 1 LIFB or 


) 
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grading by theſe eminent men. 9 
the glory and boaſt of the French ſtage, 
was as much admired for his talent in act- 
ing as his ſkill in writing; ſo was Dancourt, 
another writer of plays, and an excellent 
| comedian; both of them were dear to Lou- 

s XIV. a man of taſte, and one of the 

monarchs in Europe. | 
- The dainty Mr, Grey was extremely ofs 
fended. that Colley Cibber, a player, ſhould 
preſume to write an eſſay on the character 
and conduct of Cicero: he ſeems to tlink it 
very unhappy, that reaſon and truth ſhould 
de bedizen d in the tattered fringe, dirty 
furbelows; falſe. jewels and - fri es 
faoller's wardrobe. Seriouſly, thii 
terrible misfortune; and I hope the es ay 
fed writer: called for his lavender drops, to 
relieve him in his exquiſie feelings. 

A player daring to write woos. a known 
ſubject without a college 
ſhocking offence; and yet * Dr. Middleton, 
e. the conduct Goero was addreſ- 
ſed, * woe it with reſpect; and Mr. 
Hocke, the writer of the beſ Roman Hiſto- 


| —— ns in eee nnn ar- 
nts in 2 


Free of — 2 
erers k 
not only —— but —— them 
as cogent and unanfwerable. G 
Al kene of genius and friends of learn - 


ing will pay due homage to the criticiſms of 


embalmed 


. Grey; but will 3 though 


e 
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' embalmed. by his friend the elega » 
| be ona WhanerY fy pe agg of 1 
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OFMANCES, t 7 IR 9 5 celled 
and wil laſt as long as our eee 
Pope's implacable maleyolence to ther 
will be ever regorded to his diſpraiſe. When 
Cibber; was preparing his letter to. Pope, 
N eee 5 5 ſo com mos, t 
latter -was, 
contents 


painter, — 
viſit to Pope at ie 


. 
. 


vithſtanding all his endeavours. to l 

uneaſineſfs,, he never ſaw a man — A- 

reater agony and diſtreſs of mind; the con- 

—— was, that he devoted his time ſo 

_ inceſſantly to the alteration of his Dunciad, 

to throw. out Thabo, the old 25 
and introdu — 


the ſucceſs, of Charles I. the 

eee of the treaſury fell ſhort oft 

money which he expended, he began to 

be alarmed left. he ſhould. be abliged-tp. put 

an end to the ſeaſon before de Proper times. 
unn i 

H 4 During 
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"Diring this diftreſs and anxiety of 1 . 
a certain unknown writer brought to him a 
dramatic piece, called, The Golden Calf. 
This was no leſs than a moſt outray |; fr fa- 
tire againſt the king, the royal Fanny ind 
many of the hight and 81 anke per- 
ſons in the kingdom. | 
- Giffard imagined that this piece would 
excite the curieh of the public; and as the 
people in general are ford! of ſeeing ther 
ſuperiors treated with unpertinence Aa 
infolence, he did not queſtion that this 
high ſeaſoned ſatire would be much follow- 
ed, and bring him crowded houſes; but he 


Fr had likewiſe the diſcernment to know, that 


were much more offenſive to the people 


_  diftreſſed; but though he wiſhed to mend 


the author of the Golden Calf had wanton- 
ly exceeded every limit of deceney, and 
even loyalty, and put to defiance the Jaws 
of the land. The piece was replete With 
Jacobite principles, at a time when they 


than the perſons of Jacobites. Upon re- 
flection, Mr. Giffard thought it would be 
moſt proper to make a merit of lay ts — 
farce' before the miniſter. He waited 

Sir Robert” Walpole; he led re 

with his unhappy ſituation; he was 85 
ced, he ſaid, to the neceſſity of acting a 
dramatic piece, which would certainly fin 
his houſe, at a time when he was greatly 


his fortune, he could not have any inclina- 


tion to act againſt his conſcience, ' for he 
þ £2 abhorred 


— 


A 


k -f 


abhorred the pri 
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nciples and the ſlander, with- 
which it abounded. Sir Robert deſired he 
would leave the MS. with him, and promiſ- 
ed to make no uſe of it that ſhould be to his 
diſadvantage. The miniſter had no ſooner - 


peruſed this curious drama, than he formed. 


the plan of limiting the number of theatres, . 
and of ſuffering no plays, farces, pr any en- 
tertainment of the ſtage, to be ated with-. 
out the permiſſion of a perſon appointed to 
licenſe them: . IF ily en 

Sir Robert was the beſt. natured gentle- 
2 that. ever way ogy he a 1 
il N | Helau mn, 
plays and farces, juſt before that time, acted. 
at the Little Theatre in the Hay:market,. 
that he was not diſpleaſed to have it in his 
power to ſtop the current of ſtage abuſe 
againſt him, which then ran very hig. 


brought the. miniſter . upon, the theatre ina: 
levee ſoeno; and in his Hiſtorical Regiſter ;he:- 


had introduced him as a . fiddler, playing. 
on his fiddle, and followed by the members”; 
of parliament, ho danced to the tune play- 


ed by, the premier. 


* ; g 


= nie 2% WW ee 
Sir Rabert watched the proper time, when | 


_ he imagined the Houſe of Commons would 


be in a humour. to receiye the impreſſion; 


which he intended to make. Heinfomed the 
Houſe, that he had [ſomething ta lay before 


them of great importance, which he ſhould.: 
ſubmit entirely to ly wiſdom and deter- 


40 
5 


- 


: | mination, - 


" deting the Rage 
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mation! He then defired that the Dads: 
alf might be read! The infamous ſcurri- 
ity contained in this piece” alarmed every 
body; they were ſhocked at the ſcandalous 
and treaſchable abuſe; of which the Huge ' 
was intended to be made the inftrument ; 
and leave was immediately given to bring in a 
bill to Hcenſe all entertainments of the the- 
ate. Much oppoſition was made to it in 
every flage of its progreſs through both the 
houſes; and the Earl of Cheſterfield figna- 
Iized' himſelf by a very celebrated ſpeegh 
in favour of the liberty of the Rage. Wc | 
withſtanding all the efforts of the country 
party, the act paſſed! both the lower and 


in April or M 173 

n _— 25 95 lrdbuct 1 Walpole pre- 
ſented Mr "Giffard with the ſum of one 
thouſand bands. "Thus, at a very cheap | 
rte, the crown e The power "of hin- 
ſpeaking any” lan- 
© that 2 diſpleaſing to them. 
en Giffard, in conſequence of an act 
of parliament to reſtrain the number of 
e was obliged to ſhut the doors 
of His theatre in Goodman's Fields, Ha vard's 
155 fecmmended him to Mr. Fleet od. 
His ey of by was, not Tong after, 
on <aifrg the friendſhip of Mr. 
yoni 1 ion performance of 
5 + lirntier it was fupported on 

the Rage 2 derer tights „ 


r houſe, and received the royal alſent | 
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| W — and — re | 
| Havard gave wo ; 
aides in his at _ 
drawing the outline of 
author 
dignity on that ſubject, except Metaſtaho ;, 
in this writer we — the Regulus 
of old Rome, attended * that ſavage 
patriotic ſpirit which dignified the barba- 
rous heroes of that ftate, in its ſtruggle for. 
the empire of the world. 
When Mr. Garrick purchaſed a ſhare of 
Drury-lane tent Havard was in the ſer- 
vice of Mr. b. dar! he was ſoon prevailed” 
ny as — were then expired, to 
embrace the kind offer of his old friend, the 
new patentee, to engage with him on very 
liberal terms, ſuperior to what he had hitherto: 
enjoyed and indeed no performer of his aſſi- 
duity, deſerved encouragement more than 
he did; he acted a v of characters both 
in tra &dy and comedy, and was conſtant- 
. ore the eyes of a Critical audience. 
ch was the ſotindneſs of his judgment, 
and ſo reſpectable his character, ihe he never 
met — —— mat ks of diſpleaſure from the 
public; on the contrary, he was conſtantly 
— with kheir eountenance and N 
bation; © bog * Hk. ien 
. han Nr fen — 4 
people, than His ed to 
ae. Which — 1 
* Remorſe leſs tyrants, 


. ſavage 


and 
Regulus. Bat no 
written with ſufficient force and 


TY * FLYNN 
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ſavage conquerors and ſtate villains, un- 
dignified b 8 paſſion or 2 
of action, have in a theatre been always eſ- 
teemed very hazardous to the perſons who 
have undertaken to repreſent them; and ſe- 
veral actors, from their ſuperior ſituation, 
have rejected them, though 8 ſeemed 
to . formed chem to act ſuch voIlihtptle, 
characters. | | 

Notwithſtanding the dads. prot, 
of Havard, the author'of a new tragedy. al- 
ways thought himſelf moſt ſecure-when a 
ſcepter'd ruffian or an hateful miniſter of ſtate 
were undertaken , by him; be knew. the 
audience. would: eur the · aur for the 
ſake of the man. o bn t. eager 

In private life he das an 3 mem- 
hat of ſociety : Havard was always the com- 
panion of gentlemen diſtinguiſhed for their, 
Vorth and amiable qualities; his converſa- 
tion was liberal ents, and ſuch as be- 
came the well-bred man, unmixed with ſav: 
eaſm, ſpleen, petulance, or, ill- nature. 

But the gentleneſs of his temper, and the 
eſs of his demeanor, did not partake 
either of meanneſs or weakneſs ; for he want= 
ed ing ſpirit to reſent any perverſe attempt 
to pagyake his anger. Foote more than once 
experienced and acknowledged the power 
he vit in converſation.' (To, conclude 
this amiable man's character, which I have 
_ dwelt upon the longer for the ſake of his 
ene an the ſtage; he Was 1 eſ- 
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teemed by the public, , eee a ve- 
ry numerous and I —— 
He retired from the ſtage in May 176g, 


| and ſpoke a farewell e ue, partly writers 
by Mr. Garrick, —— "—_ mſelf.. 


He died ofa gentle decay at his 
in Taviſtock-ſtreet, in January 19 11.0 1 
AN) Amann a Nr 


verſes inſcribed on Mr, Ar woe” 
_ written by. Faul Whitehead; Eſq Ars 


View of ambiton ne'er his hopes employd, . l 
Vet honeſt Fame he courted, and enjoy d; ey 
"Fair Peace he cheriſh'd, as he hated - e, 
And lowd and liv'd an inoffenfive life mY 
Not unaccomplith'd in the ſcenic art. 
He grac'd the ſtage, and often arty ROE — 
rer eee | 
And manly virtue wept for civil woe: ff 71 
 Malevolence.and envy he ne'er knew; | du 4. 
He never felt their darts, and never . EY; 
With his beſt care he form d ĩ into his plan , 
The moral duties of the ſocial mav.. *. 
He honour'd virtue, and he lov'd his W 3 1 


Oft from his little to the poor would lend, 
And prais d his great Creator at his end. 


. —— 


* The tunes les kuss were est blen by Ms. White 4 
head, who mne years ee 
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The Jubilee 


pleads the cayſe of . inſenfibilii arab Shake- | 
ſpeare— for 4 tam by 1 Fae e 
Aupidiq of the 5 9 


Ir. any mt ever r merited ties ectebration 
of a periodical feſtival; Shakeſpeare cer- 
tainly called for that diſtinguiſhed honour. 

Many perſonsof high rank and approv d taſte 
had admired nar excellent critics and com- 
mentators on this divine bard, had exerted 
their talents in pe ilhſtration of his text, 
and beſtowed upon his writings. a profuſion 


of juſt pa &4, but the idea of a jubilee 
2 


. 5 d deen indebbed ir 
their origin to very unpromiſing incidents. 
A wealthy clergyman purchaſed the houſe 
and gardens of Shakeſpeareat Stratford upon 
Avon. A man of taſte in ſuch a ſituation, 


and maſter of fo-enchanting a ſpot, 2 
ve 


N 
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have congratulated himſelf on his good for- | 
tune, and have deemed himſelf the 
of mortals; but the-lubkleſs and ignorant 
owner trod the ground which had been cul- 
tivated by the firſt genius of the world, 
without feeling thoſe warm emotions which 
ariſe in the breaſt-of the enthuſtaſt- 

The mulberry- tree, planted by the'poet's 
own hand, became an eck of d ke to this 
taſteleſs owner of it, becauſe it overſhadow'd 
his window, and rendered the houſe, as he 
thought, ſubj ect to damps and moiſture. 
In an evil hour the unhappy prieſt ordered it 
to be cut down. / 

The people of Stratford, who had 
taught to venerate ev thing which re- 
lated to the immortal Shakeſpeare, ere 
mw with grief and aſtoniſhment"when 
were in of the facrilegious deed; 
nothing leſs than the deſtruction of the 
— in Tie firſt tranſports of their rage; 
would fatisfy them. The miſerable: 2 5 
was forced to fkulk up and down, to 
himfelf from the ra of the Kaner 
he was obliged at laſt to leave the | 
amidſt the curſes of the populace, ho ſo- 
lemnly vowed never to ſuffer one of the 
ſame name bo refide in Stratford. ORs 

ONE ger thus 3 was 

c nter; 0 
na value which hall the world 12 5 
any ng which belonged to Shake 
222 cut it thts various 

-boxes, 5 
ftandiſhes 
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andiſhes, -tobaceo-ſtoppers, &. The cor- 
poration of Stratford bought ſeveral of this 
man's curious manuſaure ofthe mulderry= 
tree; and, influenced by ſenſe and. 
ſuperior taſte, they incloſ the freedom of 
Stratford in a box made of this ſacred wood, 
and ſent it to Mr. Garrick; at the ſame 

time they requeſted of him, in very polite 
terms, a huſt, ſtatue, or a d. 
mired Shakeſpeare, which, they informed. 
him, they — to place in their town- 
hall. In the ſame letter, vith equal- polite- 
= they ; aſſured him, that they ſhould 
no leſs pleaſed if he would oblige =o 
with his own. picture, to be placed near to 
bis favourite guthor,, in. perpetual. Temem-- 
þrance of both. 
This judicious . well · timed compli- 

ment oo riſe to the Jubileeof Shakeſpeare... 
In September 1769, an .amphitheatre. was 
erected at Stratfor N the plan: of Ra- 


 - nelagh, decorated with various devices. 


Tranſparencies were invented for the town - 

houſe, throughwhich the poet's moſt ſtriking 
characters were ſeen. A': ſmall old houſe, 
where 32 peare ee born, was covered 
over with curious em tic: Tra . 
the ſubject was the ſun: ſtru 


to enlig 
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concerts, nts, fire-works,  &c. were 
preſented to a very brilliant and numerous 
company, afſemblet from all parts of the 
Ki Many rſons of the hi gheſt 
quality — of both ch Kan ce el the 
moſt oelebrated beauties of the age, and 
men diſtinguiſhed for their genius and love 
— the elegant arts, thought themſelves 
e the grand chorus of this high 


Mr. Foote indulged in the allies of that 
wit which ſeemed to pleaſe, all by ſparing 
none. Mr. Coleman, by achearful vivacity 
and ready urbanity, en — the attention 
of all — him. The hiſtorian. of C | 
and the friend of Dr. „Mr. Boſwell, 

a man as much celebrated for his humagity, 
2 known for his romantic turn of mind, dif- * 
ſhed himſelf by the name of Corſica 
ell, which words were inſcribed on the 
outſide of his hat in large letters. 

No company, fo Various in character, 
temper-and condition, ever formed, at leaſt 
in appearance, ſuch an . weer of 
happy and congenial ſou 

"die: Garrick's ode on Shakeſpeare was 
that part of the general exhibition which 
ane une Gem, and gained the 
of the candid and judicious york, 
7 N. ein: 978 aden: 
The Shake peare Ode 10e bonpaftlon 

which I am ed none but faſtidious 
2 can affect to deſpiſe: it was. 


written 


7 ad 6 "td * va" G * * oh ah 
N \ 1 12 OY : 7 WE 
[| 


ER kirk or 


written * a man warm a gt 7 * ſenti- 


ments, and ul of he, i the great- 
2 br ppl blended, 


t: Mr. Garric 
por almoſt. e forme! peguligy; or 


very ſtanza, 
ſtriking. ne Bay of Fuat eare, 1 
ſerves as a text to that part of the 
'Tis impoſſible not to be pleaſed with, = 
not to admire many parts of this poetical 


fort I cannot, fogbear es the 
Kuh animated lines: iy 


Ob offer” = TA i 

Could but ane ſpark be cauy . | 
Then might theſe humble 5 ag 
To tell the wonders he 3 
To tell how, a eee 3 
Ae. "'VUnaided: * It. Dt er as 
t d-Groadful taster 
Te ſubjeR paſſions round him waits A 2N 
Who, though unchain d, and raging, there, 
He checks, enflames, or turns their mad enger. 
With that ſuperior ſkill. 


K 


Which winds the hery ſteed at will; SP 2 
" He gives his awful word, - © „ tA 
| And they al founng blir een Mid ber 
uM their lord. BY: 72905 mom 1 or 


SS © 4 © 


The birth of Fallaßß that great und 
led original of wit and humour, is finely 
— 2 — and happily dehvered. Alluſions 
to the great and Various excellences of 
Shakeſpeare are, 8 e whole ode, 
conſtantly. kept in view; bis tragic and 
comic vein, his magical of enchant- 


are all as 
faithfully, 
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faithfully, warmly, and even critically, de - 
ſcribed, I had almolt ſaid, as they are by the 
excellent pen of the learned and Judicious 
Mrs Moatag ue. | 

The airs were ſet to nua by Dr Arne; 
who combined all the powers o* harmotyy 
to do juſtice to the ſubject. 
with fie gan . 2 

en — 
wry og as, for \fr the fir wr wy ood Ne 
dt to the ſuperior force and har- 
mon of lng * 

There was one whimſical incident which 
fell out during the Jubilee, which he who | 
pretends to _ an account' of this fefival, 
unt omit. 


A eman, to Nen 
friend of of Mr. and a profeſſed ad- 
mirer of fron one who, by a careful 


peruſal of all the old dramatic ts and 
other authors who lived -in the day s of Eliza- 
beth and James the Firſt, has ert 
reſtored, in numberleſs the genuine 
text of the admired poet; but even this is 
not doing juſtice; for, by uncommon ſaga-- 


city of dj CO and 'of appre- 
ſome of the moſt 
obſcure 24 65 paſſages in the or 


writer: this commentator is fecond o 
Dr. Johnſon; he indeed, by the force by 
genius, and without the aſſiſtance of old 
writers and old plays, has given a fuller and. 
better interpretation of his W _ _ 
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dered his text more beneficial to the com- 
mon reader than all the interpreters ofShake- 
ſpeare put together.. 
This gentleman critic took it into his head 
to turn the whole buſineſs of the Jubilee 
into ridicule. . of 8 | 
While the company at Stratford were 
indulging themſelves in a generous and en- 
thuſiaſtic admiration of the greateſt and 
nobleſt genius e e e een 
hat ever livedin the tide of times,” - 
one of his beſt commentators was employ- 
ing himſelf in throwing out abuſive ſtrictures, 
1arcaſmsand witticiſms, in the form of letters, 
(no leſs than twenty or thirty of which, | 
am informed, were publiſhed in the, prints) 
| ph, Re. 


1 
- 
. 


£ 


ſhort poems, odes, epigrams, paragraphs | 
upon the folly of 1 — 7 — qt could. 
devote their time to ſuch a ridiculous amuſe- 
ment as a Stratford Jubilee. The wit which 
was ſpent by the writer on this, occaſion, 
might have been more happily diverted 
another way, and turned upon properer ſub- 
jects, and perſons more obnoxious, as well. 
as leſs familiar and intimate with himſelf; 
bat the man of wit, from his impatience to 
| 8 of i, oem. 2 

his dangerous weapon his beſt friends, and, 
notfeldom mf t 
Ae proof of whats here adranced, lit any can- 
did man take a view of Dr. Johnſon's-labours on the 
play. of Hamlet alone. e ac 
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_ Avery divertin and humorous mock ode, 
which was a P of Dryden's Ode on St. 
Cecilia's Day, was the moſt remarkable, as 
well as hapieſt, effort of the ſatiriſt zit 
This unexpected and unfriendly attack 
uponhis favourite ſcheme, Mr. Garrick com- 
bated, by exhibiting that exotic character, 
called a Macaroni, in the amphitheatre of 
Stratford. b tried the force of 
his ingenui jecry and ridicule Shake- 
ſpeare and hi "writings and the Jubilee in 
_— King was called vponito pee this 
r was u onate 
dee of 1 as and ill- 
The Macaroni's chief objection to Shake- 


rens aroſe from his being a vulgar author, N 


Who excites thoſe common emotions of 
laughing and crying, which were entirely 
indecent and unbecoming in polite aſſem- 


blies; that the criterion of a fine gentleman: 


was to be moved at nothing—to feel nothing 
to admire nothing He wiſhed to crvidize 
the barbarous manners of his country; and 


the firſt ſtep to it was, never to ſuffer ſuch 


an — fellow as Shakeſpeare, with his 
things called comedies and tragedies, t6 de- 
bauch their minds and u landing, and 
212.8585 7 0 


72 The genletian and l. Mr. Genie, enn time, 
thou they now and then converſed with 
and ſeeming frankneſs, were never afterwards on real 
terms of fnendſhip. The refentment of Mr. Garrick 
was very — The whole p of the quar- 
rel is in the hands of Mr. Garricks which they 


are now * forget, unleſs — to revve ĩt. 
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enn which was the Gees 
ſure of a He concluded with 
a ſtring of ſarcaſms againſt; the Jubilee, the 
Steward, the Corporation, and the whole 
ny, to their great mirth and diverſion. 
To this ſpeech ofthe Macaroni the 'Stew- 


ard; anſwered, hy ap to the 
ment of the ladies; Tn ut: t in mind of 
the great veneration which they had always 
manifeſted for his favourite poet, * by their 
large contributions to the erection of a monu- 
ment to his memory in Weſtminſter Abbey. 
After ſome pertinent and fevere reflect 

on thoſe perſons ho had refined away — 


feelings, he addreſſed the fair ſpesdeen in 
| verſe: 7 2 ſelect paſſages are here nee 


"In Shakdpeare' name 1 invoeate che far, . 

Wil on my bre aſt their patron ſaint I wear: f 

He lov'd the ſex, not like your men of proſe, 

Or common bards, whoſe blood but ebbs and flows ; 

His love was rupture, of ſuperior note, 

{2h "_ e . ane wrote. 

Da 4) q 

"oF D Up e | Whatv'er 

About ſix or ſeven years before Mr, Gariick ap- 
red on the ſta tage, ſeveral ladies of the firſt rank and 

3 3 * _ protein 1 into a 
ety, to ſupport, ence —_— 

— all 3 of Bhakeſpe are. — 

called The Shak ire Club. Alludin to hi 1 

tion, Fielding, in the concluſion of his Hiſtorical Regiſ- 

ter, thus addreſſes the ladies preſent at his play, © — 


ladies, whether you be Shakeſpeare « ladies, or Beau- 
mont and Fletcher ladies,” reg 


1 The medal of Shakeſpeare. 
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Waste er of wit, of grace fancy] H d. 
akeſpeate on you, bis beſt below, beſto /d : 
vas you engrofs'd his firſt; 1 2 ; 437 #B 
And j ou, to Nature juſt, revert the bard. | arts pr | 
Spite of all malice, here I glorying ſtand, Rv 
That Shakeſpeare's tree produc'd this little wand ; . 
From this to me ſuch heart elt tranſport | 
As ſtaffs. to gen'rals, ſcepters gi e to kings 
The parent tree, from whence its life i it W 
Beneath hit cure its earlieſt culture knew, . 
And with ti me fs fpreang berate fre... 

The name of Shakeſpeire ever will be dear ty 
While joy ſhall ſmile; and ſorrow drop the tear. 
While beauty charms, he charns+Not- only you, 
Whom now the glory of this iſle we vie 
Your daughters daughters ſhall r 974 
Till e fail, or tune: ſhall be no mare ; bas 
Shall on * enrapturd judges it, 

And "NOT eyer po the patroneſs of wit. 


* the v and iboratch | 
Ms It ftanits of Stratford werte truh ſen 
 fiblſebf the honour conferred upon them by 
this mag ifcent feſtival in * es 
bf their t in, the lower and mote 
frorant os of the people entertained 
moſt prepoſterous and abſurd notions of the 
Jubilee; they viewed Mf. Garrick with'fome 
N er 0 "apprehenſion. and terror; they 
conſidered him as a magician, and dreaded 
the effects of his wand'as ſtrongly as the de- 
tided populace did formerly, in the darkeft 
| days of ignorance, the of witcheraft. 


Tet 
His r eee mulberry- tree. 
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188 THE LIFE OFT 
Yet one thing muſt not be forgotten 
though theſe ſordid. wretches were ſo ſtupid; 
as to impute the violent rains which fell dur- 
ing the Jubilee to the judgment and ven- 
geance of Heaven, which was by them ſup- 
poſed to be angry with the exhibition of fire- 
works, balls, aſſemblies, maſquerades, and 
other public diverſions; they took the ad- 
vantage of the vaſt croyds of people who 
flocked to Stratford from all parts of the 
kingdom, to exact the moſt exorbitant 
prices for lodgings, proviſions, and every 
neceſſary article of accommodation. 
In this rude and uncivilized ſpot was 
Shakeſpeare born, where, in his infant years, 
he imbibed the elements of poeticaFrapture, 
and fed his young fancy with the awful = 
dreams of magic and nen Here firſt 
he learned to prattle of elves and fairies, of 
Wizards, witches, and enchantments, and of 
the unſeen, wonders of the lower and upper 
regions. Here too his mind was enriched 
with that beautiful imagery. and enthuſiaſtic 
create new worlds, and to people them 
with inhabitants drab K rab Arien 
. Mr, Garrick, who always joined the firict- 
eſt economy to the moſt liberal expendi- 
ture, brought Shakeſpeare's Jubilee from 
Stratford to Drury-lane. The public was 
ſo charmed with this uncommon pageant, 
which was ingeniouſly contrived and judi- 
ciouſly managed, that the repreſentation of 
it was repeated near one hundred 8 5 
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1 Melo. 1 the fence of Bhi Car- 
te and articles. ith Barry 
| and -Hoodward--Leaves diem, and (pens 
the theatre: of  Smock- i for 
nue Cmes hack. t England-—Goes abroad 

with 4 Returns 10 

his ſervice to the he, arv6 


Dies. 


| | FT n 
reputation, gan, of ſuch eminent me. 
1 — his hiſtory and misfortunes deſerve 
to be recorded; they will afford matter of 
reflection to every man, and eſpecially to 
the young actor: it will — rg yt 
5 a player's imprudent conduct, fol- 

by ſoenes of unoommon diſtreis, and 
—— em Cr 1e 5 
In che firſt volume of this narrative I en- 
deavoured to delineate the a- 
tures of Moſſop's character as an actor. 
— — he was utterly voi of 
grace: in deportment, and dignity in : 
that he vag aulemard in his 


obſeryed that- he wes, parte p 

excellence, the third actor; Garrick — 
a Barry only were tis ſuperiors; in parts of 
vehemence and ra > be: was almaſt un- 


milos II. equalled; 
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equalled; and in ſentimental gravity, from 
the power of his voice, and the juſtneſs of 
his conceptions, ' he Was a very'command- 
ung ſpeaker. It is not to be wondered that 
Moſſop wiſhed to act the lover and the 
hero; to aim at general excellence is lau- 
-dable ; but repeated unſucceſsful trials could 
mot convince-him that he was utterly unfit 
For tenderneſs or joy, for gaiety and viva- 
city: Caled, in the Siege of Damaſeus, the 
wild: favage and enthuſiaſtic Arabian, he 
Acted with that force, fury and fire, which 
the character demanded ; but he would 
much rather have riſqued the diſpleaſure of 
the audience by 3 Phocyas, the 
lover and the hers, in the ſame play. He 
was always beſt where he could conceal, by 
the diſguiſe of age or dreſs, his ſhambling 
walk, and his ungain action. Of his lively 
and ſpirited characters, Pierre was the prin- 
| <ipal ; in Richard the 'Fhird hear du er 
1 only to Mr. Garrick; in the Duke, in Mea- 
1 ſure for Meaſure, he would have been ex- 
cellent, if he had not dragged out his words 
to a length immeaſurableꝭ in the Ambitious 
Stepmother of Rowe, his Memnon was ve- 
nerable and and intrepid; his ſcene witli the 
Prieſt of the Sun, in the firſt act, he ſpoke 
with tem warmth, and demoliſhed the 
frauds and holy trumpery of prieficraft with 
vigour and indignation. i SOT ee MID 
Mr. Garrick knew his worth, and en- 
dea voured to ſet him right, by enoouraging 
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bim to repreſent ſuch characters as nature 
had pointed out to him; but it was his 
great misfortune to be governed by flatter- 
ing and injudicious acquaintancge. 
Mr. Fitzpatrick, who expoſed himſelf 
by his wretched criticiſms on the action 
and elocution of Mr. Garrick; :: profeſſed 
himſelf the friend and admirer: af Moſſop. 
This actor was honeſt and welb meaning, 
but open to the inſinuating addreſs of thoſe 
about him, who continually inſtilled into 
his mind that Mr. Garrick kept him in a 
ſtate of inferiority. In 1457 he took a trip 
to Ireland, and acted there with much ap- 
plauſe. He returned about a year or two 
afterwards, and was entertained by My. 
Garrick in a m6ft: friendly manner, who 
again employed him in many principal 
parts. In 1561 he left, the ſervice of Mr. 
Garrick, to try his fottune once more in 
Dublin. Barry and Woodward very wiſely 
hired him, at a very conſiderable income, 
He was extremely beneficial to his employ- * 
ers, in ſtrengthening thoſe tragedies in 
which two parts, of almoſt equal conſequence, 
are ſkilfully contradiſtingwſhed: from each 


other by their authors; Mark Antony: and 
Ventidius, Pierre and Jaffier, Caſtalio ant 


Chamont, Tamer lane and Bajazet;'Lotha- 
rio aud Horatio, Phocyas and Caled, acted 
by Barry and Moſſop, will ſerve to exem-: 
plify what I have aſſerted. ' © 


- 
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After Moſſop had finiſhed one fuccelaful 
campaign with hisnew maſters, he was un- 
happily ſmitten with a ſtrong inclination 
to become the manager of a theatre. Barry 
and Woodward, — foreſaw the conſe- 
e which muſt follow 8 ning = A 
theatre againſt them, with Moſſop at the 
- made him the large offer of a 
ds per annum, to prevail on 
— to reliaquiſh his ſcheme.' This propo- 
ſal, unhappily for himſelf, he rejected; he 
Nen it ſeems, encouraged by certain ladies 

uality | to draw together a com 
andito act at the theatre in Smock- wt 

For ſome ſhort time novelty: and — 
of entertainment brought much company 
to his houſe ; but, notwithſtanding — — 
application to buſineſs, and his 
boured endeavours, his audiences viſibly 
_ declined ; nor could he, by in viting — 8 

of eminence from en, ſupport his 
theatre. | 

After ugglag in vain; for- ſeven or 
eight years together, with a variety of diffi- 
culties, and being reduced at laſt to a ſtate 
of abſolute. bankruptcy, he left Dublin, 
and arrived in London not a little impaired 
in his health: however, he had ſtill enough 
of youth and vigour left, to have gained a 
competent income, with reputation to him- 
ſelf, and profit to any manager who ſhould 
employ him; but here his obſtinacy and 


haughtineſs prevented his gaining that 
Sa ſituation 
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ſituation in life to which his merit entitled 
him. Maſſop had a dry, reſerved manner, 
and wanted os art of, conciliating. the 
minds of ſuch as could befriend him; not- 
withſtanding this, his ſimplicity of mind 
and rectitude of intention induced many to 
| wound mee 713 make 

ication to Mr. Garrick; this he peremp- 
wy refuſed, ſaying with ſome confcious 
dignity, at the — time, that Mr. Gar- 
rick knew that he was in London by 


which 
he would plainly inſinuate, that a propoſal 


ought to come firſt from the manager; but 
as nothing offered of that Kind, he accept- 
ed the invitation of a friend to 

him in a tour h ſeveral parts of Bu- 

rope. He in about a year after to 
London, much emaciated in Lr 
ſeemingly lowered in fpirits. 

It was the misfortune of this actor = 
be continually hurt by the improper inter- 
poſition and wrong advice of men who 
called themſelves his friends. Some very 
indiſcreet meaſures were purſued to — 
him upon Mr. Garrick: a pamphlet was 
written by a gentleman of abilities, who 
ſet forth Mr. Moſlop's powers in acting in 
a very ſtriking manner ; though I think the 
author was extremely injudicious in one 

rt of his eſfay ; for, at the fame time that 

he dif played with all his might the excel- 
2 Moſſop, he took infinite pains to 
1 2 the man who was moſt capable of 
1 3 ſerving 


Drury- lane, or of conciliating the mi 

Mr. Garrick, This attempt failing, Moſſop 
was ſoon after in treaty with the managers 
of Oovent- garden, who ſeemed very willing 
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ſerving him, by an invidious delineation of 


the decayed faculties of our admirable Roſ- 
cius; the luſtre: of his eye, he ſaid; was 
greatly diminiſhed, and the ſtrong expreſſion 
of his countenance was every day wearing 
out; his voice too was broken and inarticu- 
late; in ſhort, he was ſo reduced in all his 
powers, that he could not now tread that 
ſtage with any vigour, of which it was owned 
that he had formerly been the great. orna- 
ment. This was not ſurely a pr * + method 


of paving the way for Moſfop's acti 5 
0 


to employ a man of his merit, and one who 
could act in many plays with Mr. Barry, 
and, by his weight, * new Nannen to a 
variety of tragedies. 

It has been peremptorily faid, that a very 
celebrated actreſs refuſed to act in any play 
with this unfortunate man. This was an un- 
expected blow to one ſo greatly depreſſed, 


and in ſuch circumſtances; nevertheleſs, he 


endeavoured to recover his ſpirits, and ſent 


word to the managers, that he was ready 


and willing to go on the ſtage with any ac- 
_ they thought proper to caſt into their 


play they returned for anſwer, that their 


neſs was now fo ſettled, that! it was not 

in their power to employ him. He died in 
afew 8 after of a broken heart, and in 
e 
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great poverty, Nov. 1773: Mr. Garrick 
propoſed to bury him at his own expenſe, 

but Mr. Moſſop's uncle prevented that of- 
* fn en een He n 


* 


_—_ 9 — — 


, gy CHAP: XLVL. 


Ar. dry 506 Es afts at the 

a Ode and at Mr. Fbote s theatre, 

with Mrs. Dancer—His and Mrs. Dancer's 

engagement at Drury-lane—They quit that 

. Mae, and are hired by the managers of 

Q ven- garden — Mr. Barry aſflicted with the 

N Sou, and other a ee cha- 
ö _— Gr 


R. Barry, after —1 ex nod 
many viciſſitudes of er bing 9 — 
where he ſometimes had a large tide of 
fortune and carried all before him, and Was 

at other times obliged to give way to the 
temporary ſucceſs. of a rival theatre; at 
length turned a wiſhful. look to London, 
the place where he had ſuch large and . 
able connections, where he had been 

zreatly admired, and where his merit had 

n rewarded with a greater income than 

had fallen to the lot of any other actor. In 
the ſummer of 1766, he arrived in London, 
and brought over with him Mrs. Dancer, 
who was afterwards Mrs. Barty 3 ; ſhe was- 

14 then: 
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then gradually riſing to that excellence in 
ber profeſfion which has ſince happily rank- 
ed her amongft our moſt celebrated actreſ- 
ſes. As the theatres of Drury-lane and 
Covent-garden were then ſhut up, and Mr. 
Foote was in full poſſeſſion of that part of 
the public which preferred his pieces to the 
round of Ranelagh or the walks of Vaux- 
hall, Mr. Barry hired the King's Theatre in 
the Hay-market for a few nights, where he 
Exhibited two or three of his moſt ſhinin 
characters in tragedy, ſuch. as Othello nd 
Jaffier. His Deſdemona and Belvidera Mrs, 
Dancer acted with genera} apptobation, 
but not with that full applauſe which aſter- 
wards a better acquaintance with her merit, 
drew from the audience. Lee's Iago and 
l Pierre, at the ſame time, were ſaid by all 
= that were preſent to be critically and fkil- 
fully performed. |} 
In the enſuing winter Mr. Barry went 
back to Dublin, to fulfil his engagements 
there. He returned the ſummer following; 
and foon after made an agreement with 
Fopte to act ſeveral _ at his theatre in 
4 E ve 4 5 — own emolument, 
3 upon paying a m. | | 
= r and eftabliſhed reputation, and 
i Mrs, acer merit, which eyery day be- 


th came more and more confpicuous, drew 
4 together crowded audiences in the hotteft 


The 


days of July and Auguſt, 
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The managers of Drury-lane, Who had 
lately felt the jofs 5fMre. Gibber: and were 
de „at almoſt the fame junctute, of 

Mr. Powell, 'on his purchaſing a ſhare in the 
patent of Covent- garden, thought it adviſ- 
able to come to terms of agreement with 
Mr. Barry and Mrs. Dancer; their 
was at firſt about 19001. per annum, whi 
Was advanced a dr as. Mr. Lacy in- 
formed me, to 1500 l- 

Mr. Garrick, who then acted but ſeldom, 
endeavoured to make Batry well leaſed 
with his ſituation, by / giving a Oc his choice 
_ of parts, and never ing upon. him to do- 
any thing which would Acher degrade or 
diſpleaſe him; and by all methods conſult- 
ing his eaſe as much as the buſineſs of the 
theatre would permit. 

Barry was invited to act # conſiderable 
patt in the tragedy of Zingis, which he ac-- 
cepted. The play was remarkable for giv- 
ing a glaring Pekure of Indian. manners ;. 

fine ſcenes, gay dreſſes, and an attempt at 
the magnificence of Eaſtern diQtion, ſeem to 
 diſtinguifh. this tragedy from moſt others. 
However, it 875 ly pleaſed the people. 
Its ſucceſs migh gb potty ly be owing,. either 
to the ſtrength ot the repreſentation, the 
novelty of th ſubject, or the deur of 
the exhibition; or indeed, with moſt. pro- 
bability, to theſe ſeveral. rules combined, 

Mr. 4 expreſſed a ſeeming ſati 
at the generous. income, as well as cale,. 

2 which 
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- which he enjoyed, under the direction of 


FN 7 
1 


his old maſter and competitor, Mr. Garrick ; 
and indeed his ſtipend was accounted the 
more conſiderable, from his being ſo ſub- 
ject to chronical diſorders, and more eſpe- 
cially the gout; however, when his health 


permitted him to exert his powers, he 


communicated his admirable feelings to the 
beſt company that London could produce. 
In Murphy's Grecian Daughter, he and 
Mrs. Barry ſhone with unrivalled, luſtre; 
the. feeble and affecting part of Evander was 


well adapted to the venerable figure and 


fine pathos of this declining great actor; 
and the filial piety and ardent; fpirit of the 
Grecian Daughter could not have been 
more happily diſplayed, in all their force, 


than by Mrs: Barry. 


Mr. Barry, in the comedy of the Dyel, * 
which, in the opinion of good judges, de- 
ſerved a much better fate than it met with, 
for it was condemned on the firſt night of 
repreſentation, . gave the public an unex- 


. pected proof of his various excellences, in a 


rt, where he maintained the authority of 


the father with tenderneſs, and the honour 


of the trader with dignity. Mr. Garrick 
was preſent during the . whole play, and 


">The comedy of the Duel was written by Mr. 


| Obrien. The fame author wrote a comedy, in two 


acts, called The Croſs Purpoſes, which was acted 
with great applauſe at Covent-Garden, and is ftill a 
very favourite piece. 


ſpoke 


— 
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poke of Barry's unexpected exertions, in 


"Miſs Young gteatly delighted the audi- - 
ence. with a. tn dl any picture of family 
pride, in the character of Lady Margaret 
inclair, a Scotchwoman.;.. 

' Notwithſtanding that Mt᷑. and Mrs, Barry 
had appeared to be perfectly ſatisfied with 
their ſtation at Dtury- lane, where both ma- 
nagers did alL in. their power to keep them 
in good humour; yet, upon ſome pretended 

diſguſt? trifing in itſelf, or, what is moſt - 
Yrobable, from the hopes of gaining a ſtill 


larger income, overtures were made by them 


to the patentees of Covent-garden, who, . 
after carefully canvaſſing NEL PO fals, . 
ſigned articles with Mr. and Mrs. Ba 

by which they obtained, what we may ſup- 
Py. they moſt wiſhed, an addition of at 
leaſt 200 L per annum. This happened in 
7 ne of the plays acted at Covent-garden, . 
with the greateſt ſuccels, after the engage- 
ment of this eminent couple, was the Diſ- 
treſſed Mother: Mts. Barry's Hermione 


was ſuppoſed to be inferior, in dignity of 


deportment, to Mrs. Fitzhenry's, in that 


character; nor did ſhe equal her in the ex- 


preſſion of grief and rage which diſtinguiſn— 
ed the laſt ſcenes of that impaſſioned prin- 
ceſs. But the Oreſtes of Barry was a mal- - 
ter- piece; from the firſt feene of the play 


. 
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to the laſt, he intereſted the hearts of the 
audience ; in the mad ſcene he at once ter- 
rified their imaginations, and roufed all 
their rendereft emotions. 
But this actor's infirmities increaſed upon 
him continually ; and ſuch were the en- 
n Fre and nears were 
daily making upon his powers of acting, 
4 his Aete bechine too viſible to me 
audience. In the intervals of pain, he 
ſeemed occafionally to recover his wonted 
vigour, and to ſhine forth with redoubled 


| Tplendour ; but theſe- unuſual exertibns | 
were but like the laſt gleams of the depart- 


ing ſun. | He died January 1oth, 1777; a 
complication of diſorders put an end to a 
conftitution which had long been ſhattered 
by violent fits of the gout. ur 
1 vn al u tragic 5 0 4 * have trod 929 
nglifh ſtage for theſe laſt fifty years, Mr. 
Barry was Caueſtionadly the moſt pleaſing. 
Since Booth and Wilkes, no actor had ſhewn 


the public a juſt idea of the hero or the 


lover; Barry gave dignity to the one, and 
paſſion to the other : in his perſon he was 
tall, without aukwardneſs; in his counte- 
nance handſome, without effeminacy; in 
His uttering of paſſion, the language of na- 


- 
- 


a6. 


ture alone was communicated to the feelings 

Ik any player deſerved the character of 
an unique, he certainly had a juſt claim to 
it. Many of the principal characters in _ 
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beſt plays muſt now either be ſaffered to lie 
dormant till another genius like him ſhall 
roufe them into life and fpirit, or the pat 
. be content to fee them imperfectly 
nted. It has been ſaid, that Colley 
C: bber preferred his Othello to the tform - 
ances of Betterton and t part; f 
and 1 ſhould not wonder at 15 for they, I 
believe, though moſt excellent wing "ok 
a great deal of their applauſe to ate 5 
Yo which Batry ſpoke in this the Rabe 
poet, ſeemed to . from the heat and 
ell remember, that I ſaw Colley Cibber 
in the boxes on the firſt night of Barry's 
Othello, loudly applauding him by frequent 
clapping of his hands; a practice by no 
means uſual to the old man, even when he 
was very well pleaſed with an actor. But 
indeed the ſame heart-rending feelings 
which charmed the audience in' Othells, 
| yr themſelves through all Barry's acl- 
, when the ſofter paſſions predominated, 
in affier, Caſtalio, Romeo, Varanes, Phocias, 
Oreſtes. Richard the Third, and Macbeth, 
he never ſhould have attempted, for he was 
deficient in repreſenting the violent emoti- 
ons of the ſoul; nor could a countenance 
ſo placid as his ever wear the ſtrong impreſ- 
ſions of deſpaĩr and horror. His Lear, tho? 
not equal to Garrick's perfect exhibition of 
that part, from the dignity of his fi ne, 
and | tenderneſs of expreſſion, vrofficn,' perfectly 
adapted to ſome ſcenes of the part, _ 


very 


border on boraba 
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very pegel Booth, from a too claſſi- 
cal taſte, had noreliſh for the rants of Net 
ander, and could never be prevailed u 
to act that part, which Montfort and 
terton had fo highly graced. But Barry nal 
new vigour to the wild flights of the mad 
hero; he charmed the ladies repeatedly by 
the ſoft melody of his love complaints, and 
the noble ardour of his courtſhip. 
Booth was certainly too ſqueamiſh in his 
Judgment, for Alexander's ſituations are ad- 
mirably ſuited to a powerful actor: the play 
itſelf has many beauties; notwithſtanding it 
contains ſeveral ſpeeches which more than 
* leſs a man than Mr. 
* has given his opinion in favour 
of it. 
There was no paſſion of the tender kind 
ſo truly pathetic and forcible in any player 
as Barry, except Mrs. Cibber, who indeed 
excelled, in the expreſſion of love, grief, 
tenderneſs, rage and jealouſy, all I ever 
knew. Hap it was for the requenters of 
the theatre When theſe two genuine children 
of nature united their efforts to charm an 
attentive audience. Mrs. Cibber might be 
tiled indeed the daughter or ſiſter of Mr. 
|  Garrick,* but could be only the miſtreſs or 
wife of Barty. 1 
In a work of this kind variety of fact and 
anecdote will be more acceptable to the 


: * Zara, Cordelia, Monimia, Kc. 
* Juliet, Rutland, Deſdemona, Belvidera, a &c. 


reader 
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reader, than that, to which I have no pre- 
tence, beauty of ſtyle, or juſtneſs of criti- 
ciſm, When Tom Chapman, an excellent 
comic actor, of whoſe merit I have taken 
notice in the firſt volume of theſe memoirs, 
was preſent during ſome of the moſt pathe- 
tic ſcenes in the Orphan between Barry in 
Caſtalio, and Mrs. Cibber in Monimia, he 
was ſo affected, that he burſt into tears. 
This, he told me, was an involuntary act, 
of which he was not in the leaſt aſham'd; 
till he was aſſured by a critic, who (at next 
to him, that he ought not to have cried; 
and Chapman, though otherwiſe a ſenſible 
man, was fool enough to think the critic in 
OMEN: i dd is a L 
Barry was. the eaſieſt man in the world 
to live with as a companion and friend: he 
had as little learning as knowledge, but he 
was maſter. of an irreſiſtible power of per- 
ſuaſion.. -He certainly, did not confine him- 
ſelf for many years within the limits of his 
income, which from the firſt was conſider- 
able, and afterwards very large. He was, 
indeed,, the Mark Antony of the ftage. 
Whether we conſider his amorous diſpoſiti- 

on, or his love of expenſe, one of his great- 
eſt pleaſures conſiſted in giving magnificent 
entertainments. In this article we may well 
compare our Mark Antony of the theatre 
to the Mark Antony of Rome. 
Mr. Pelham, who was much delighted 
with Barry's acting, was pleaſed ſometimes 


to 


moſt magnificent 


voy he uttered. When he ſpoke, the 
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to ſend for him, and now and then to call 
at his apartments. He once invited himſelf 
to ſup with Barry, who was greatly elated 
with the high honour of entertaining a firſt 
miniſter, and for that purpoſe he made the 


Ire 
fuſion of elegant diſhes, with the c 
and deareſt wines, dilpteaſed the ſtateſman; 
he reproved his hoft for his folly in feaſt- 
ing "Hm as he himfelf would rand treated a 
ao ambaſſador, and never gave him 
_ er opportunity of expoſing his want 
f judgment. 
try had a gift of pleaſing; in converfa- 


paration : but a 


tht beyond mot men; but this muft be 


attributed to his manner, not the ma = 


f his countenance ſeemed to be chats 
burp with benevolence ; his conviviality was 
entertaining, and his mirth- agreeable ; he | 

was celebrated for telling an Irifh ſtory very 
happily, and better than any man; Mr. 
Hel ute to ſay, that he would beat 
Eo i head off in E hg alt flories bir Iriſh 
ones; there was a a7; in his manner 
which retained all the falt of the Jeſt, with- 


out any groſs e 
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Mr. Foote and Mr. Garrick—Fote's envy. and 
— e e 1. 
5 rails at rs 
latter — His defign of expoſing him in a mock 
proceſſion—Dropt—Refumes his miention_ of 
bringing him on the flage—Reafons for u 
Farther particulars relating io Mr. Garrick 
and Mr. Foote—Foote's verjes on Humour, Gt. 


OOTE conſidered Mr. Garrick, almoſt 

om his firſt knowledge of him, as a rival 
in theatrical fame; and yet no two men 
were more oppoſite in their pretenftons to 
ſtage merit: in acting, Mr. Garrick was, 
doubtleſs, an unlimited genius; Foote was 
reſtrained to certain characters of his own 
compoſition: though he had, for a few 
years, been hired at a handſome ſalary as 
an actor, all his efforts, both in tragedy and 
comedy, from Othello, his firſt attempt, 
down to Ben the Sailor, one of his laſt, were 
mean, diſagreeable, and often diſtorted by 
grimace and buffoonery. In his Treatiſe of 
the Paſſions, written about the year 1747, 
in which he brings to the bar the ſeveral 
abilities and defects of Garrick, Quin and 
Barry, he paid ſome juſt compliments 
to ſeveral ſcenes of Mr, ick's Lear, yet 
at the ſame time indulged himſelf in pomt- 
9 5 » ug” 
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ing out his blemiſhes, as he called them, in 
his acting that character. As a writer, he 
2 of him contemptuouſly ; and, upon. 
the whole, we plainly ſee he wiſhed to leſſen 
his vonſequence with the public. The pan:- 
Phlet, however, bears the impreſſion of ge- 
nius. | "0 
Though this may prove that he conſider- 
ed him very early as a rival, yet it is almoſt 
impoſſible to date the origin of Foote's ſet- 
tled malevolence to Mr. Garrick ; however, 
we may venture to ſay, that it did not break 
out with any degree of violence till after 
the duke of York had obtained a patent for 
him of the Hay-market theatre. They were 
then rival managers, though the periodical- 


Exiſtence of Foote's. theatre did not com- 


mence till Mt. Garrick's was in its wain. 
The Hay- market playhouſe could not, a- 
greeably to the 9 of the patent, open 
till the fifteenth of May, and Drury-lane 
Jun generally ſhut up in the beginning of 
une. 1 | | SP 
Whatever were Mr. Garrick's real thoughts 
of Foote, he continually ſpoke of him as a 
man of very great abilities, and the moſt en- 
tertaining companion he ever knew. He, 
notwithſtanding, could have no affection for 
one whom, in bs heart, he feared; all the 
Praiſes which he beſtowed on Foote, were, 
for that reaſon, ſuſpicious; they were indeed 
thrown away upon him, for he, conſtantly 
railed at Mr. Garrick in all companies; his 
| . 4 | abilities, 
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abilities, as an actor, he queſtioned, in con- 
tradiction to all the world; his compoſiti- 
tions, as a writer, he treated with ſcorn; 

irtues, as a member of ſociety, he had none; 
he was covetous and tncking ; in ſhort, ac- 
cording to his opinion, he was every ching 
that was mean, and unworthy of a gentle- 
man. Neither his family, his friends, or ac- 
quaintance, were ſpared by this ſtrange wit, 


who run a tilt at every body, and was at the 


ſame time careſſed, feared, admired, and 
hated by all. In the mean time, theſe rival 
wits would often meet at the houſes of per- 
ſons of faſhion, who were glad to have two 
ſuch gueſts at their table, tho they certainly 
ſhould have entertained their friends ſepa- 
rately; for Mr. Garrick was a muta perſona 
in the preſence of Foote ; he was all admir- 
ation when this genius entertained the com- 
pany, and no man laughed more heartily at 
his wely. ſallies than he did, It muſt be 
owned, - that he tried all methods to conci- 
liate Foote's mind; ſo far at leaſt, as to pre- 
vail upon him to forbear his illiberal attacks 
upon hint when abſent. The more ſenſibility 
Mr. Garrick diſcovered, the greater price 
the other put upon his ceaſing from hoſtili- 
ties. Lord Mansfield was not unwilling to 
ſilence ſuch a battery of ridicule as Foote 
could raiſe againſt him, or any man, the 
greateſt and the wiſeſt in the kingdom; and 
often invited him to his table, where he 


ſometimes met the perſon againſt whom he 
. ' "on 
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was Nane, a conſpiracy to expoſe on the 
ſage; - but Mr. Garrick, with my help of 
a lord chief juſtice, unleſs with the tber 
aid of his warrant and tip-ſtaff, could not 
have ſtopped the current of Foote's ſcandal. 
The great ſucceſs of the Stratford Jubilee, 
when exhibited, in the winter of 1970, at 
Drury-lane, infpired this envious man -with 
the deſign of producing a mock proceffion 
m imitation of it, arid of introducing Mr. 
Garrick upon his ſtage : he conſidered him 
= * — bring to his market; a man fo 
meritorious, ſo well known, ſo much 
pint and ſoenvied, was a prey too valu- 
—. 12 15 though 9 
ding it, t, von ng 
; ; wich would wr] 115 
— ort ts ſucceſſively, or, ps, 
for the wl — A d in k pro- 
eeſſion a fellow was to be dreſſed up, and 
made as like Mr. Garrick 3 It was 
intended, that fome ragamuffin in the pro- 
eeſſion ſhould addreſs Roſeius in the wel 
known lines of the poet-laureet, e 


A nation's taſte depends 6n you, - 
Perhaps a nation's virtue too. 


The repreſenter of Mr. Garrick was to 
make no anfwer, -but to cry, * Cock a 

doodle do!” 
While this Gila wasin embrio, F coth's 
9 which were brought on by a — 
culous 
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culous parade of ſplendid living, by keeping 
a munber of uſeleſs ſervants, and by treati 
with magnificent dinners thoſe who — 
at his ſatire, and won his money at cards, 
for he was a great dupe at play; reduced 
him to the humiliating ſituation: of borrow- 
ing money of the man whom he intended to 
expoſe. to public ridicule. - Five hundred 
pounds were lent to him by Mr. Garrick ; 
and this ſum was paid back in a pettiſh re- 
ſentment, e it was pretended” that 
Mr. Garrick's creatures had circulated a re- 
port that Mr. Foote was under obligations 
to him. By this time we may ſuppoſe he 
had formed his plan, and was reſolved, or 
at leaſt he ſo gave out, to put it in execution. 
He was at no pains to conceal his deſi 
from Mr. Garrick, who had early int 
ence of the whole ſcheme. The uneaſineſs 
felt upon the / occaſion could not be diſ- 
ſembled; he dreaded public ridicule as the 
worſt of all misfortunes, and apprehended 
the ruin of that great reputation which he 
had been raiſing ſo many years. To reſent 
an affront perſonally to a man with a wood- 
en leg, would only have expoſed him to 
laughter. N . 8 2 elt; 
It was pleaſant enough, during the ſuſ- 
penſion of hoſtilities, to ſee them meet on 
a vilit, ata nobleman's door, alighting from 
their chariots: ſignificant looks were ex- 
before they ſpoke : Mr. Garrick 

broke filence firſt, © What is it, war or 
peace?” 
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peace?” „O] peate, by all means,” ſaid 
nber, with much apparent glee; and the 
day was ſpent in great ſzeming,cordiality. 
What put an end to this project, I could 
never learn, whether a well-timed gratifica- 
tion, or Garrick's threats of ſerving him in 
kind. But of this laſt I never heard the leaſt 
hint, though I am well perſuaded that ſuch 
a menace might probably have had its effect; 
for no man was ſo great a bully as Foote, 
nor was any man more timorous: At the 
time when he was dealing out his ſcandal 
at the Hay-market, and levelling all cha- 
racters for his private emolument, he was 
heard to declare, in a kind of agony, that he 
was afraid to take a news-paper in his hand, 
for fear of reading ſome outrageous abuſe 
againſt himſelf or his friends. . 
But although. the project of a mock pro- 
ceſſion was given up, Foote thought the 
ridiculing Garrick on the ſtage was a morſel 
too delicious to reſign. At the very time 
when the mind of Mr, Garrick was diſturb-' 
ed by a. ſcandalous and falſe inſinuation, 
which the author of it publicly and ſolemn- 
ly afterwards diſavowed, Mr. Foote, from 
a ndiculous pretence that Mr. Garrick kept 
his playhouſe open purpoſely to diſtreſs 
him, by acting ſeveral of his moſt favourite. 
characters, and by theſe means drawing 
all the play-going people to Drury-lane, 
reſolved to ſhe Ins reſentment in a * 
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the moſt offenſive to Mr. Garrick, and bb. ; 


fitable to himſelf. - 


He firſt attacked him, with much vehe- 
mence, in the news-papers, in the form of 


letters, fables, and r vg This was pre- 
paratary to his grand deſign of regaling the 
public with a feaſt of Roſcius. The new 
ſcheme was, to introduce him in his puppet- 
ſhzw. To this end, a maſque was made, 
that bore as near a reſemblance as poſſible to 
the countenance of Mr. Garrick, and this he 
ſhewed to all his viſitors ; a paſteboard fi- 
gure of a body was prepared, to be joined 
to the head; a man was to be concealed un- 
der this ſtrange ſhell, who was, every now 
and then, to utter ſomething which the e au- 
thor was to convey to him But ſo fond 
was Foote of his favourite Cock a doodle 
do! that, as ſoon as the figure was intro- 
duced on the ſtage, he was ordered to clap . 
his ſides, and crow as loud as the cock in 
Hamlet. 

This mock repreſentation of Mr. Garnck 
was talked of for à long time, thougli not 
announced in the news- papers. He laboured 
to raiſe his fears and apprehenſions, and at 
the ſame time th create an appetite in the 
public for ſoextraordinary a diſh, That this | 
project was afterwards laid allde, it was 


generally prod, was owing to a ſum of 


money which was borrowed, never to be 


ic or, Perhaps, to a gratification, the 
5 accepting 


i 


4 
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accepting of which was {till more diſnonour- 
able: however, this is only conjecture. 
Few people have been weak enough to 
ſuſpect there could be any fincere friend- . 
ſhip between rival wits; but that 4 man, in 
the intercourſe of acquaintance, and inter- 
change of friendly viſits, (for Mr, Garrick 
dined ſometimes with Foote, and he as of- 
ten with Garrick) ſhould meditate the art 
of tormenting the perſon with whom he 
not unfrequently ſpent. 8 chearful day, 
ſeems to be above the common degree of 
civil hypocriſy with which the world is ſo 
„„ peed ...:;.-:.:...- 
Mr. Garrick returned all the ungenerous 
behaviour of this eccentric genius towards 
him, by a, very. different conduct. When 
there was ſome talk of 2 Pup- 
pet-ſhew, on various pretences, he exerted 
all his intereſt in the author's favour; and 
ſtill more, when he laboured under the 
worſt of all accuſations, he did not deſert 
| yy : he Wen e alas a, 
and as the judge and jury, afterwards. de- 
termined N and a 
baſe conſpiracy to ruin him. 1 
I Thoug it is impollible to juſtify. Foote's. 
expoſing che faults, or wounding the peace 
of any man or woman not obnoxious. and 
hurtful. to ſociety; yet I believe we muſt. 
place a good deal of his ſcandal to his pro- 
feſſion and trade of a comic ſatiriſt. He 
conlidered what would beft ſuit the palates 


of 
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of his gueſts; and, though (his genius was 
equal to general, as well as particular ſatire, 
yet the firſt coſt him more pains, and the 
latter brought much more company to the 
boxes than the former; for nothing gives 
ſuch pleaſure as ſcandal, provided thoſe who 
enjoy it are themſelves euempt from it. 
Fcote's beſt pieces are not without a mix 
ture of perſonalities; and, ſo far as they in- 
celude ſtriking objects of vice or folly, they 
fall into the plan of uſeful ſatire. The Mi- 
nor, and the Devil on Two Sticks, are 
nearer to that ſpecies of comic ſatire, which 
does not deſcend to particular ſubiects; and 
yet they pointed at certain perſons hom 
no one could miſtake. But the exuberant 
ſallies of the well-meaning patriot, Who ex- 
ceeds the bounds of temper may poſ- 
ſibly be fair game to the theatric huntſman; 
and the auctioneer who, under the maſk of 
 his- profeſſion, becomes a partner in the 
pillaging of a minor, for ſuch a man I be- 
leve he draws Mr. Smirk, may think him- 
felf well treated in having his ſollies and 
peculiarities more ſtrongly reproved, than 
thoſe faults of which the law ought to take 
cognizance. But the ſole: queſtion is, whe- 
ther Mr. Smirk was really guilty of the 
roguery with which he is charged; if he 
was, the puniſhment was too light ;- and if 


he was innocent, the author could not make 
him a ſufficient reparation. N 1:50 
Vol. II. 1 K | | | | Tam 


* 


494 UR [LIRE OF 


7 1 eee ARS 
ho theatre of the Hay-market under the 
pprehenſion of ſeeing — ſerved up to 


5 > wp public. Thoſe who pretended to admire 


A N Was really a man 


and . the ſatiriſt moſt, were exceeding- 
dy ſollicitous to know the ſubject of a new 
comedy; their hearts honeſtly. told them, 
that they had no more claim to exemption 
from ridicule than forme whom he had un- 
mercifully ex paſed: however, his intimates 
were hon delivered from their fears, for his 
- wanity. him. to. communicate as 
faſt as he compoſed; and the public ſoon 
Knew the nen that was to. be ſer- 
. © vob of whit. oth 3 I 
am — different frum what we — 
it in — of that name; his de 
was to have expoſed the frauds af men 
commence bankrupts with an intent to 
Cheat their honeſt creditors; and this would 
have afforded-abundant matter for: juſt and 
beneficial i fatire ; but a — who 
had large and powerful connections, nay, 
a kingdom, to ſecond him, happening at 
that time to fail, and to —— great num- 
bers in his fall; it was ſuggeſted to Foote, 
that an application wauld be made by the 
audience to this unhappx p on; and that, 
— it would 
e ive room for malice 
do point him out as ade ſubje& of 
the comedy; he immediately alteted the 
. economy 


— 
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c q ene made i uns it 
ROW, 184-1: 1 ter? off ren Bure 
That, 7 the death: of Rote, abe public 
lofi, great check on notorious: yioe- and 
faſhionable irregularity, no man will deny. 
Peter Aretine, ww by his ſatires, raiſed | 
contxihutions on all the great n prin- 
ces of Europe, nay, bragged of receiving 
huſtrmbasy from the emperor of the Turks 
was nt more dreaded than Foote. . He 
cared not whether the object oß his ſatire 
was in high or low life, provided the pe- 
culiarities were prominent enough, and the 
perten well an. 22 f pray 109 21 
A certain printen, who diad a few years 
Fam 'thouglit himſclf:very, happy to wait 
upon Mr. Foote, and tor bring him the-news 
of the day. -Ehis man atten his levee 
conſtantly: but tio abſurdity. of character 
could eſeape the 2 of our En- 
iſn Ariſtophanes ; by ng _ Type 
equenkly, he began to think of a nich for 
him in one of his —— rr og and 
indeed the man, in his perſon, loc, * 
and; behaviour, was as groteſque as Foote 
could have wiſhed him to be. The out- 
. was drawn, and the colours were 
juſt prepared to be laid on, when the 
author - communicated his intention to ſome 
of his acquaintance, - who. ſpread about a 
report of his ne character. The friends 
of the printer were extremely alarm'd 
for him; they knew he would have very 
K 2 tende 
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dender 
letters and 1 he had never ſhewn 
the leaſt merey to any perſon living, uhen 
the law could not inter poſe. After much 


ſtrong expoſtulation, and many earneſt in- 


«treaties, the author was prevailed upon te 


| Pig up his enen with much re- 


uctan ce. Bf. Ott % 7 
Foote was vertaitily a great and fertile 
genius; his comic vein was equal, if not 
Auperior, to that of any writer of the age: 
his dramatic pieces were, moſt of them, it 


is true, unfiniſhed, and ſeveral of them 


little more than ſketches, but they are the 
ſketches of a maſtet, of one who, if he had 


laboured more, «could have brought -them 


nearer to petfectio n 

Foote ſaw the follies and vices of man- 
kind with a quick and diſcerning eye; his 
diſcrimination of characters was critical and 
exact; his humour pleaſant, his ridicule keen, 


his ſatire pungent, and his it brilliant and 


exuberant. 'He-deſcribed-with fidelity the 
changeable ſollies and faſhions of the times; 


and his pieces, like thoſe-of Ben Jonſon, were 


calculated to pleaſe the audience of the day; 

and for this reaſon poſterity will ſcarce know 
any thing of them. Of Ben Jonſon's plays 

it was obſerved, above ſixty yeats ſince, 

that they could not be repreſented for want 

of proper actors; the ſame may be ſaid of 
che ee . of Mr. Foote. 1 
From 


for himſelf, though; im His 


; 
: 
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From his beſt comedies. Mr. Coleman 

finds, little aſſiſtance: when Weſton, dropt 

into the grave, half the merit of tbem was 
loſt 5 een eee rut the finiſh: 

ing ftroke to them 
In a prologue: to the Nabob, one of ls, 
beſt comedies; which he ſpoke at Dublin 
in 1773, Mr. Foote complimented the 

Infh-with- ing that beſt plant of 
the dramatic ſoik called Humour. The * 
are pointed, and well worth reading. 


”" Wee Tugal Nature, with and equal hand, 
| peculiar gifts on every land; 


HBeſtows 
** rien ſhe gave ihe rapid repartee, . ; 


Bows and bon-mots; fibs, faſhions, flattery, 
g grins „grimace, and fportive gaiety, 
; the whole artillery of love, 
- Latium's foft ſons poſſeſs the power to move: 
Humour, the foremolt of the feſtive crew, 
Source of the comic ſcene, ſhe gave to youz 3 
Humour, with arched brow, and leering eye, 
_ Shrewd, ſolemn, ſneering, ſubtle, low and ly ;- 
Serious herſelf, yet laughter ſtill provoking, 
By teazing, tickling, jeering, gibing, joking : 
Impartial gift, that owns nor rank nor birth 
Tu their's, who rule the helm, or till the earth 3 14 
Their's, who in ſenates wage the wordy war, 
And their's whoſe humble lot conducts the car. 
If ought deriv'd from her adorns my ſtrain, 
; You gaye, at leaſt diſcover d, firſt the vein. 


Two bon mots on Mr. Garrick's love of 
money, and fondneſs for acting, Foote took 


care to repeat Wehen As hey came into. his 


__-: mingd;!:=3 521. 
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That he loved money ſo well, that, e 
ever he ſhould fette from che Rape; he 


ſure he would commence banker's 'tlerk; fot 
counting over cath, 


As for che age, he i fo oF bet. 
that, rather d 1 Hot 5 „he would act 7 


tavern kitchen for u. 22051 me * 
* Aten — N 7 115 l premier 
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Mr. Cumberland —4 723 e e 
ment of Cicero—Brothers— Attacks the uri- 
ters of the age in tus | 

4 he pretends 40 bem 


dread 5 the he-, | writers in the 


R. Cumberland, the fon of hs dildo 
of that name, and hv ew to the famous P 
Richard Bentley ut the year 1752 
brought his kult play to Mr. Garrick, called 
the Banithttient of cerd ©; * it Was reßected, 6 
as piece, thoughclaſſical; yet hot fit for the 

fage. The” author; in 1750, offered his 


which 
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which” was accepted; and acted for above 
twelve nights tuccctively with much _ 
probation.” Daune 8 Ky 
The manager did alh manner of abr da 


this:comedy, by diſpoſing — — . 


the principal mers: M 

ſeended to act a vety trifling character; 80 

Ce a yas lady _ ppoſed to be under 
. Wenden in Ironſides 

— ngliſſi tar. 

nis with a 


. 
De author 


briſk attack upon his brother writers, ſome- 
what, 1 cin. nanſpiciouſly; after re- 
proaching — tty ſevere, though 
trite terms, ing from novels, 
and and ping Aan. 0 ſnap and 
— or arge and, gr railing at | 
or 
them fbr ſtealing the vile refuſe of -Erench © 


writeis, he bold}? promiſed ſomething ſolid | 


and 8 of Engliſh manufacture. . 


oe ot fo.qur.bard ;, to- to-night, he bids we fax, 
| refkine and judge Englifh play. aft 


From no man's elt, he Tate, elonious priſe, | 
Nor from h fieighbour's | gar den crops his 6.x 


From his qwn breaſt the filial tory flo rs, 
And the free ſcene no 22 maſter 
Nor only tenders he his pit as new; h 
He hopes tis go6d, or gn not give it N 
Kin * bi ad 2 5 
It forde, prop prople wers ney aptin 
{t as they read, I ſhoutd 


ter depended E te want of — 
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. diſcernment in his eee for 
ſurely the Brothers is beholden to more 
than one Engliſh author : Lwill notpreſume 

to charge him with ſtealing foreign and 
ee goods for the world; bus furely 
Captain Ironſides is our old friend Ned Bow- 
ling dramatically dreſſed, and taken from a 
well-known work of Dr. Smollet; and I ſee 
no harm in that; Ned had never trod the 
ſtage beſore, and I was glad to ſee him make 
ſo good a figure upon the theatrical boards. 
But this is not all the obligation Mr. Cum- 
berland owes to modern authors: we have 
in our Engliſh | comedies ſeveral diverting 


ſquabbles between ſcolding wives and hen - 
peck'd huſbands; but the laſt ſcene of the 


- -fourthact, between Sir Benjamin Dove and 


his lady, is apparently an imitation of ano- 
ther very like it in Mr. Coleman's Jealous 
Wife; the author has not indeed varied it 
very much: the following words of Lady 
Dove, who is almoſt in the ſame ſituation as 
Mrs. Oakly, ready to faint and die away 
like her, will convince the author that he is 
not quite ſo original as he pretends to be: 


« Would yo: murder me, vou brute i in buman 
; e? * 
” Would {you my heart, you tyrant Hy | 


Much more there is to the ſame pu naſe. 
Indeed, Mrs Qakly 1 is 4 N not — 28 


20 Yoo str 1 rm 
farwant f help? Le. &c,—— Jealous Wife, AQ V. 
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vanced in, effroutery; as Lady Dove, who 
intreats her huſban 1 Allowed the com 
2 y of her, gallant in ſüs on houſe, tho he 

3 to her, that he ſuſpected an 
improper commerce between them; and 
Sir Benjamin, - who has conquered his wife's - 
petulance, has not the courage to turn the 
man out of his doors whom he believes to - 
be his diſhonourer. .. More plagiariſm and 
Rp beter I believe, might be Rome” 
out in the Nay but the Play has merit, 
and was a very good firſt piece. 

Mr. Garrick was ſo well pleaſed 2 
reading the Weſt-Indian, that, with much 
diligence and care, it was acted ſoon after 
it Was put into his hands; and this play is 
Mr. Cumberland's maſter-picce; the ſtory is 
ps hout told with as little. acrobabllty - 

ſtage fables are; the characters arein - 
a and judiciouſly delineated ; the in- 
cidents ariſe fairy. from the plot; the ca- 
taſtrophe, as well as many other ſituations | 
in the comedy, is very affecting. I ſhall not 
dwell longer upon what is 5 Well known . 
to every body: Belcour is an ori inal, . 
which was well. ſupported by Mr. King ; - 
O Flaharty was inimitably acted by Moody, 
but is no invention of the author; Sir Cat- 
tochan Obrallachan is the model from which 
he took the Iriſh Major; nor would Mr: 
Macklin have' made by honeſt Hibernian 
act ſo who inf and diſhonourably as O Fla- 
barty, WhO is a” Dudley's Som prying. 
ev dh, Kg + with 
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with the contents of a lettet a "the Hazard of 
both their lives, though he does not know 
a ſyllable contained in that letter. The a- 
vowing his marrying five wives, whom he 
believes all to be alive and metry, is a 
ſhocking derogation from O Flaharty's cha- 
racter of a man of Wore: the, words a t 
militaire were ſubſtituted by the actor, who 
thought, very judiciouſly,. that the avowal 
of bigamy was too groſs, without a falvo, 
An author who could write ſo ſucceſsful 
a comedy as the Winn, * N in 
offering a play to the manager of any play- 
houſe. ME Cum berland e Tino, wht con 
ſiderable alterations, was his next piece, 
f | d--q- Cit Ow i! UF -* | 
propoſed;to Mr. Garrick, and accepted. 
hoſe who have read Shadwell's Timon 
will not, 1 believe, ſcruple to prefer it to 
Mr. Cumberland's, though both the altere 
had better have drt talk to Wliick 
they were very unequal. "I is almoſt im: 
\hble galt large branches upon the old 
ock of Shakeſpeare; none have ſucceeded 
in their alterations of that poet, but ſuch as 
have confined them "he to the lopping off 
a few ſuperfluous. boughs, and adding, 
where neceſſary, fome ſmall ſlips. of their 
own, and that too with the utmoſt care and 
caution. e e an, 
\ Mr. Cumberland has, by his manage 
ment, utterly deſtroyed all pity for 
principal character of the play. Shadwell 
gave Timon a miſtreſs,” who never * 


- 
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Hl, 155 his . but Mr. Cutnderland 
a. dau nter, whoſe bt 
wi Wie nns fufely ends on flattere! 
and ſyco 95 * this Geftroy 8 all oiobabili 
ty, as 2000 as extingüüſhes 'comtmiſeration. 
What generous and noble minded man, 3 


Shakeſpeare Has drawn his Timon », would. 
be . 6p of ſuch baſeneſs, as to Wrong his: 
chi by trea ering his yifitors with the wealth 
that ſhould be reſerved'for her f portion Wong. 
It is indeed a miſerable akerhdon 0 855 
of Shakeſpeare s nobleſt productions. There 
is not, perhaps, in any work, antient or 
modern, more j juſt refleQion ind admirable 
ſatire, than it Non; Cumberland and his. 
original do not in the leaſt aſhmilate, for in 
theit iyles they ate widely dil erent ; fome- 
excellent ſce s of Shakeſhe Are are entirely 
omitted, and others ace mütilated. 
Melancholy plot a ene yg 
ſeem > be the; Ho 16 pute ev is writer 
The Falmonaß Jle Los which, 1 8 7 


berland prevaik d on Mr 99002 
1772, Vent through 185 uo 

jolittley, 6 bf, pertiaps, a little longer, i butfigs 
never Nel ſince. The 7 plot i 35 = 
ey, and the cataſtrophe, of the wp 
fort; " aburidance of lituations there a1 7 15 
forks of ten I ap fone, 8 5 
and others affectin a] Mr. Cumberlan s. C 


Th rife 5 of Mya: ys in, mourn 5 | 
| aGaroni bberville, was ner 


ill coticetved by 12 1 5 and. was acted- 


with 


„ 
r WL HIP AR ÄůwV!!! —˙AMÜm ˙¹uwm Sur rn — — 
g a 
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to humanity. 
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with great propriety by Dodd: Aubrey, and 
his daughter Auguſta, were pathetic child- 
ren of Melpomene, and well adapted to the 


* A" 


fine feelings of Mr. and Mrs. Barry. Mor- 


timer is a good character, though not new; 
he pleaſes,, becauſe he exhibits to us a 


- generous mind, and is a warm lover of juſ- 


tice and humanity ; and this character ſhew- 
ed well in Mr. King, who repreſented it. 
Bridgemore is a fellow fitter for the cells of 
Newgate, and the Old Bailey, than to fi- 
gure in a comedy acted before a polite audi- 
ence, and on a theatre from which all ſuch 


ruffians ſhould be baniſhed.” The actions of 


thieves, in my opinion, are not cognizablo 
in the court of Thalia. 


Mr. Cumberland yalues himſelf upon 


putting an end to the provincial jargon of 
the ſtage, and that mean cuſtom of ndicul- 
ing a man becauſe he is born in a particular 
country ; rok this he is certainly a friend 

0 humanity. The Scots and Iriſh, are 
greatly obliged to his candour ; but what 


Rave the Welch done, to be fo particularly 
ſtigmatized? Poor Dr. Druid is a ſtupid 
hunter after the worft part of the virtù, and 


is a wretch void of humanity : he was acted 


by Baddeley, with that cloſeneſs to nature 
and character that diſtinguiſhes his ſtyle of 


.* - - 


playing. The Scotchman, Colin, is a 


great part in the Faſhionable Loyer, and 


But Mr. Cumberland knows but lit 


e author's chorus to carry on his pot. 
| of 
ti) : the 


p * 24 707 4 4's 
V\ 
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the Scotch. idiom; his phraſeology is pro- 


vulgar expreſſions, ſuch as, Hoot! hoot. 
man = the de'el burſt your weam, . 
may W the N dialect in * 

ay. nat Scotchman, ſpeaking of a 
lord, ſays laird? yet Colin repeats this 
twenty times in the play. 
I hall not trouble my readers with an 
examination of all Mr. Cumberland's dra- 
matic pieces, which are about a dozen in 
number; for no author's muſe, for the 
time, has been ſo prolific. The Choleric 
Man was repreſented at Drury-lane about 
a year or two before Mr. Garrick left the 
ſtage. The criticiſms thrown out in the 
news-papers againſt this play, ſeem to have 
affected the author very much. In his De- 
dication to Detraction, he enters into a lon 


” 
, o 


defence of Terence, and. his manner 0 2 


writing comedy, and endeayours to con- 
vince Ba anonymous opponent of malice 
and ignorance, His learned account of 
antient comedies, and their authors, is cu- 
rious, though not very entertaimng ; one 
poor author, whoſe name was Eupolis, the 
Foote of thoſe days, was caſt into the ſea, 
and drowned, he ſays, for lampooning Al- 
cibiades, or for ſome ſuch crime. Mr. Cum- 
berland tuggs too, much at the critic's arrow 


in his fide, and yet affects to deſpiſe the hand 


from whence it came. All laboured vindica- 
tions of trifles ſhould be avoided. This co- 
11471 & r 


7 , 


a * * 28 n > 9 1 * © — * 7 
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* taken fror the A 
fays the author: The genen ie is Ci inked 
ert from that writer, but e 
chaten Hor ünherb of NIF. Curtibe 
* yarè derived from that ſourte: Mr, 
ve indeed bears fome reſemblance to the 
dutline of Mitio, and that is all can pererive 
of Terence in this piece. Mt. Cumberland 
tells is, that he jo Wk Shadwell's Squire 
of Alſatia; we re pay Lee hith; bad as it 
is, that comedy is a bettet impoſition than 
the Chioletic Man; the plot of this laſt is 
hi ghly improbable ; mali of the ſcenes ute 
and depend niſtakes wh 
2 7 1 eber have ha : Nightfhade, 
who ſtands for m e of Terence, is a 
wretell without the leaſt tincturè of humanity; 
bs 1 called in the play a man of humour in- 
but fuch 4 one as is fit fot no plact 
bor be Bien 
Weſton, by His adiivirable i&ton; in wa 
opinion, ſav 4 the play; he was placed 
ſuch' critical fltuations, 45 510 actors cou 
haye eſcaped frotn with ſafe RA much NIS 
applauſe. A player who is obliged #6 Fll 
up three Aftrent fcenes of Kon enbeß 
hs a difficult taſk o 0 through Nes ay th 
as performed by Veſton wit] 
by equal ſucceſs. 

It has been dau W Mir. _ Amr 10 
had left the Hage, fecotmmended the 75 
of Haſtin . to Mr. Sperican with” g 
warmtn, om an earheft deſtre to'oblige "he 

author, 
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Author, wh; 
to have a proper ſenſe of Mr. 
Triendfhip, and that this gre a acti 
that he 1 eaſed; kad un 
that occaſion — himſelf with ſome 
warmth, to find that all his enden vours to 
ſerve Mr. Cumberland, and promote the 
fucceſs of his plays, did not beget that re- 
turn which t he mi with reafon' have ex- 
pected. H et Nin 


The Battle of Hafling is wht 9 1 
Paſticio, a work made up of centos 8 
various n more particularly from 
Bhakeſpeare. Mt Gartick. Was ,aiked by 
ſeveral eros his judgment of that trage 
dy; his cohſtanr' infer was, Sir, what 211 
the world ſays, nt be thi.” No Fr nf 
20 of bis meaning . be drawn 


a Ter Cumberland is un dee n me: man 
"pf very conſiderable 4 Ht 

. fortithe to rate them greatly above their 102 
valde, and to ſuppole that he has nd etſüsl. 


"There ate many writers in thus riecropelis = 


whoſe merit is not inferior to. that of this 
gentleman; he is one ſtar in the farne fir- 
mament, where many others ſhite” with 
equal brightnefs. Mr. Cumberland ſhould 
wenkider too, that ati author, by too K 
indulging the 7 of his fanicy, an 

rapidity of His pen, * Poſnbly 8 be 
low himſelf, Let his - go to graſs 


Ce 


on this occaſion; dtd 2 


| MET ICED EY | 
12 \\ T 
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Prey Mr nes and he will refugn 4p 


1 Vigor... 
e e a man Mit the A 


ce of Horace applied to him, 
91 Solve ſeneſoentem, [mature-ſamus, Wa 


But, 2s 4 man ſometimes wakes kimſelf old 
before his time, by great and continued in- 
temperance ; 10 may an author, 15 writing 
too faſt, exhauſt his ſtock of genius 
1 The news- writers have given great offence 
to this author b r criticiſing his plays ; 
his reſentments have been too great for the 
provocation. Eyery work of ar that comes 
4 the eye of the public, hes pen to 
the examination of every body; and men 
will, in this country, freely write what they 
freely think. A news aper is the beſt 
þ- ax through which | _ ormation, amuſe- 
ment and inſtruction, can be 1 it 
; may, ſometimes be foul and impure, but, in 
171 95 the ſtreams which ps * rough It 
mutt be clear and beneficial,” othervile it 
ould ſoon be ſtopped up. 

18501 Clinftians do not know what 
1 they owe Mr. Cumberland. 
By the power of his eloquence, and the 
ſtreng th of his arguments, he converted, 
| ſome. time before Sie death, that wicked 


— — hs , — 2 
. —˙·WAÜ—1ĩł « ę . ,, 
7 


unbelie ver, Samuel Foote, to the Chriftian 
5 Faith : he aſſured his friends, that if he had 


lived a little longer, he did not doubt 
but 
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but he ſhould have compleated his work, 
and made an tbneſt man of him. | 
Mr. Cumberland, by his writings, ap- 
pears. to be 2 benevolent man, and Wes 
one muſt be beloved by all the world. 
Tam certain I ſhall not diſpleaſe the rea- 
der by quoting in this place Dr. Goldſmiths 


— character of this een in 
his poem of the Retaliation. 117 


Here Cumberland lies, having acted his parts; 

The Terence of England, the mender of hearts; 

A flattering painter, who made it his care 

To draw men as they ought to be, not as they are: 
His gallants are all faultleſs, his women divine; 

And Comedy wonders at being ſo ſine. 

Like a tragedy qu queen, he has dizen'd her out, 

Or rather like Tragedy giving a rout. + 

His fools have their follies ſo loſt in a crowd 

Of virtues and feelings, that Folly grows proud . 

And coxcombs, alike in their failings alone, 

Adopting his portraits, are proud of their on. 

Say, where has our poet this malady caught ! 

Or wherefore his characters thus without fault f 

Say, was it, that vainly direQing his vier 

To find out men's virtues, and finding them few, 1 

Quite fick of purſuing each troubleſome elf, ' * 

Hr grew lazy at laſt, and drew from himſelf? - 


I ſhould not forget to inform my readers 
nl We Cumberland is very converſant in 
polite arts, and — in painting 
and muſic: of the firſt, his obſervations on 
the pictures of great artiſts in the i 
man, will be a ſubſtantial proof. _ 
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The airs to Calypfo, and the Widow' of 
Dee muſt be a teſt of his taſte in muſic 
though I cannot help ſaying, that I am ſor- 
ry to hear that he prefers Butler to Handel, 
whom, perhaps, through ignorance, I eſ- 
teemed to be the Shakeſpeare of muficians; 
he declares, it ſeems, that he hopes in > 
very ſhort time, no oratorio of that great 
man will be Te in this country. 


— 2 


CHAP te, 


' Death of Mr. . Garrick Ae mans: 
-e chrinical diſorder == Alon 
oe vs Th. Nn 

Ae as them, aud the e 


N the death of Mt. Liacyy joint pes 
tentee of Drury-lane with Mr. Garrick, in 
1773, the whole management of the the- 
at Betelveg on ths ſurviving ſharet in the 
patent. He was now 1 to Within 
few years of threeſcore; he had been m 
afflicted with chrenical 1 diſorders. ſometimes 
with the gout, which was rather an occa- 
fonal viſtor than à conſtant c ibn; 
but more often with the ſtone and gravel, | 
which never left him | without an-unkind 
token of a retarh. ' To relieve. him» 
ſelf from excruciating. pains of this 
dreadful 1 he was per ſuadeq to uſe 
lxivium, 
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lixivium; and other ſoapmedicines, which, in 


theend, proved very pre judicial to his Health. 
Notwiehſtanding the frequent relapſes into 
this diſtempet were alarming, his friends 
t chat à refttement from the ſtage 
while he preſerved a moderate ſhare of 
ſtrength and ſpirits, would be more un- 
friendly to him than che cution of a 
buſinels which he eu make a matter of 
amuſement, ther that 4 Wande imps- 


nne 
u. Mr. John Homme; al althou de bed net 
fs ©, - Bee With the a 


gamed by 
empted once more 
preſent te his friend M ee. 
t te Bis THe r. tra- 
pedy of Alonze; and this T = _ be a 
fler auen vel) to his ene 
is indeed imnprobable, and 
romantic notion of deciding the fate esel king- 
doms by ſingle combat.“ © The heireſs of 
the ſtate is involved in the difpute, and the 
and a whole people are transferred to the 


t which = "a 
— — ware 


to bunch vet inte es the Yer ocean, 
to 


champion whe defeats his adverſary. The 


plot of Alonzo is extremely. intricate, agg 
the incidents Vatſous. 


Trifles, fight as eib are to che jealous ©. , 
-  'Confirmarions ſtrong, 48 proofs of holy Writ.” 


tal let, Bag 
But 


and writterf by a ae of Mr. M. 
1 50 at * 1772, with 


„The tragedy of: Mmeyda, founded os . fimilar plan, 5 
1 6 


/ 


t 
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But Jurely the jealouſy. of * is leſz 
ponderous than air itſelf; the whole ſtory 
of his gloomy paſſion, and his agonizing 
feelings during his abſence from his wiſe ſor 
the ſpace of 18 years, is highly improbabie, 
and . any thing but the hiſtories of 
Knight errantry and nien of necromancy. 
However, let * a probability of the 
ſtory, and the who ſtent. - The lan- 
guage 18 poetical, Moro nat alvays dra- 
matic, for it is generally too much raiſed for 
ſcenes of paſſion, and approaches too often 
to the epic ſtyle; ſome inaccuracies or Scot- 
ticiſms may be now and then alſo obſerved 
to have eſcaped the writer: the ſentiments 
are ſtrong and ſometimes. pathetic, the ſi- 
tuations are intereſting, at d the cataſtrophe. 
affecting. Ormibnda's deſcription: of the 
ſavage — melancholy. martifications of 
her huſband i in the dreary waſtes of Africa, 
and on mount ah 22 to the ſu- 
blime in the terrible 
Tereſa's picture Ee a lovely "EN affect 
ed by grief and dae is N e 19 70 
„ee BID Fr ttt 


* 
— . 


The beam that gde che euly.m morn of e 

Yields to the ſplendor of a riper hour; | 

The roſe that was ſo fair in bud, is blown; 

And grief and care, though .they, have dwelt with. 
thee, - 

Have left no traces of their viſitation, 

But an impreſſion ſweet of melancholy, 


Which captirates the foul. 9 r TT 
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Who dreſs. the Queen of Love invviiton files} z 
_ Brighteſt the ſhines amjdft = ſhow'r 1 GAs I 
The gracesithat adora hae beauty moſt, / 0 
Are ſoftneſs, | ſenſibility, and pity. | 
- Ormiſinda's apprehenſions for ths rafety 
of her ſon, mixed with her praiſes of his 
courage, convey the moſt plealing whiſper- 
_ -1ngs of nature, Which elmgly com- 
municated''to the audience by the ſkilful 
performer. The author, in 
ment, gratefully acknowledges his great 
obligations to Mrs. Barry, who never more 
tentdechy' or more truly touched the paſſions 
than this play. \ 
The Maid of the Oaks in de e holds 
out the idea of paſtoral ſim) plicity. We 
have, indeed, a wedding in ae country, 
celebrated by a fete champetre; but two 
characters of high faſhion, bring us back to 
St. James's and Groſvenor Square They 
preſent us with a picture at length of a 
town life, and all the faſhionable trregula- 
rities of perſons of quality enraptured with 
the bon ton. The coterie, high. play, ſcan- 
dal, free converſation, news-paper abuſe, 
frolic, &c. are introduced in the garden, 
and among the oaks and ſhrubberies of ho- 
neſt Mr. Old worth. The hint of repreſent- 
ing a fete champetre on the ſtage was taken 
from one exhibited by a nobleman in the 
ſummer of 1773; permiſſion was given to 
the author to employ the muſic, and to copy 
dome of its decorations. Mr. Garrick was 


greatly 


| jp hari | 


1 2 * 1 . * * - 
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greatly: pleaſed. with. the thauglu f a fete 
champetre for his theatre; and hen the 
— 4 was ſhewn him, encaunaged the 
writer to proceed; he perſuaded him te a. 
of his e glanz ich was ſimple, and 
9855 and to extend ĩt to 
a play. The. auther 
ully ackn nowledges, in his advextiſe- 
ent, the aſſiſtance of the manager E I 
2 = hand, may, be fajrly traced 


| "24 it rat; 1 
The Maid of the. Oaks i is a. NEW FRG 
f arg: 1 in which, the post, the 
painter, the muſician, the Sarpentex, the 
actor, the, ſinger and dancer, all cpmbine 
their e yers to a. rich olio of 
| 2 — — ſentation; it is certainly a 
"ery wes iſing entertainment of the ſtage. 
1 cannot help: obſerving, that the 
author muſt haye been very young, or have 
known little: of. nature, t f. 
a father could live with his cd till ſhe was 
eighteen or twenty years of age, without, 
revealing to her the ſecret of her hinth; this 
is more ar natural. affection can bear, 
What 75 1 be qe 
and continually. ſupported, to carry on 
unneceſſary impoſition for ſuch a number of 
Years! Could a father * to ſee the uneaſi · 
neſs of mind which a generous girl muſt feel 
from her ſituation, who lives upon charity, 
and knaus nothing of her ? I cannot 


ad laying: it is a pitiful ſtage: con nene, 


* — "ER. , _ 
: ha” p "> C 
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and am ſurpriſed a man of Mr. Sen 
judgment could qyeslook. it. 


Lady Bab Lardoon is, I: think, an odge | 
nal character in high life. None but a man 
of rank, or a perſon extremely familiar with 
hf * ha ve drawn ſuch py pan 
port t 4 ga dung woman 
lity, wha ſlides Geallly and elegantly Kto 
the faſhionable alen and wild exceffes 
2 1 gabſolutely corrupt- 
— already ſpoken of Mrs. Abington's 
moſt period action in Lady Bab. Maria, 
22 orphan, and real daugher of 
Idworth, could no fall into properer hands 
than Mrs Baddeley's, whaſe native ſimpli- 
city and genuine ſenſibility can receive no 
advantage from. art or inſtruction. Mr. 
James Aikin put on, with cafe, the bene- 
volent Oldwarth. The ſound) judgment, 
propriety of behaviour, and genteel deport- 
ment of this actor, recommend him to 
the eſteem of the public in a variety of parts. 
Old Groveby is a character of humour, 
but I think not entirely neu. 
Poor Weſton! Hurry was one of his laſt 
ts. I need not tell thoſe: who remember 
fam, that wheq be came on ar went off the 


ſtage, that in Hurry, as in all other charac» 
ters which he acted, he threw the audience 
into a loud fit of mirth, without diſcom- 
poling a muſcle of his features. Mr. Ver- 
ene Mr. „ and that Pleaſing comie - 

| ſinger, 
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ſinger, Mrs. Wrighten, contributed much 
to the general —— I Trom! the 

Maid the Oaks. 

The tragedy of Bra 8 was written 8 
an old ne Mr. Garrick, 
Jephſon, and warmly recommended to 
care by his intimate friend, Mr. T yghe, - $ 

There is no little difficulty in Ang: a 
dramatic tale on a well known part of mo- 
dern hiſtory, and of no very late date. The 
characters and incidents are ſo well known, 
that little room is left for invention; and 
the author muſt tread cautiouſly, as well 
as firmly, on ground with which vey: body 
is acquainted. © 

It has been judiciouſly reien chat the 
Aa found it difficult, from the nature 
of his plot, which required hirn to begin 
as nearly as poſſible to the great event, to 
conduct it with eaſe, as well as probability: 
it has been obſerved too, that the fre- 
quent meetings of the conſpirators are 
long and tedious; but it muſt be con- 
feſſed, that the incident, which is the au- 
thor's own invention, is well contrived, 
and very dramatic. 

The interview between Velaſquez, the 
miniſter, and Ramirez, the prieſt, is written 
with great art, and with Fall the warm 
colouring of genius; few tragedies of this 
cy can fhzw any ſcene equal to it. 

Two ſpzeches of Velaſquez, in which he 


1 all his art to prevail upon the 
Prieſt 
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prieſt to forego the painful duties of his 


function, by tem him with the view 
of wealth, honour and rank, are rich in 
ſtrong ſentiment and beautiful diction. 


The firſt of rr ſpeeches is . 
ſerted: 


; Say, can you be e in theſe poor weeds, - 

To know no earthly hopes beyond a cloyſter ? 

But, ſtretch'd on muſty matts, in noiſome caves, 

To rouſe at midnight bells, and mutter prayers 

For ſouls beyond their reach, to ſenſcleſs ſaints ? 
To wage perpetual war with nature's bounty? 

To blacken ſick men's chambers, and be number 
With thhe loath'd leavings of mortality, © 

The wateh-light, hour-glaſs, and the nauſeous | phial? 
Are theſe. the ends of life Was this fine frame, 
Nerves exquiſitely textur d, ſoft deſires, 
Aſpiring thoughts, this comprehenſive ſoul, 
With all her train of god-like faculties, + 
Given to be ſunk. in this vile drudgery? 5 Lune 


The deſeription of the dutchels of Bra- | 


75 
a4 > 


nza failing with Ae Tagus 
Lp ng is deſcribed with pots! 
fancy, and is only inferior to deen : 


picture of Cleopatra | falling 
Cydnus. 

The Portugueſe „* — EDT = 
niards- is expreſſed ., with 
energy; and has. lately c ba 
the news- papers, but with What truth 


know not, to that hatred w Hol the Arae: 
Cans are (aid now to cheriſh ag; the 
ppp 1 Great-Britain. 3 


1 I 
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* = —Antipathy to Spain N 
0 Sen kirnncvre's inline, 


n principle, religion, vital het. 
_ Oli men to liſt ning ſons, with cher aſt hen. 


| Bequeathit as a dying legacy: 
Infants imbibe it at the mother's breaſt ; 


Ir circles with their blood, ſpreads with their frame ; 
Te fountain is che heart ; and, all that fails, 
The firedtis itfed'can never con to low. 


Theſcene between the Duke and Dutcheſs 
of Braganza, in the fourth act, during the 
ape Foes of Velaſquez having diſcover'd 
| Pe is conducted with ſkill, and ſome 
Portions of it are thetically affecting; but 
the ſcene in the 5th act between the Dutcheſs 
and Velaſquez, the Duke and the Contpira- 
tors, is a mere theatrical trick, to ſecure the 

applauſe of the audience; and tho! it pro- 
duced the propoſed effect, is, in my opinion, 
n of t . b fag by a 
| e langu it 1s 0 tics, is 
in'fome 2 labbured and wetapße⸗ 
Heal, and in others obſcure and uncouth. 
Ir this Bad be granted, yet on the Whole 
e have not often read. lines ſbd pbetical, 
—— and elegant, as the 1 . of Yee 
=_—_—_ 
"Ng dramatic Pe n et ſo extolled 
Wedel. rformance "this trägedy; no 
| Woidgr if it fell ort © Kation, 
Weh raed to fuch'a eigen 2s done bur 
* AY could have fatisfied. 
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When Mr. Garrick ated a part in a play, 
his genius had. raiſed hit ta that eminence, 
that he was conſideted by the greateſt part 
of the ſpectators as the only object worthy 
of attention. However, it muſt be granted, 
that when the abilities of __y | 
are nearer; upon ja ſevel, ef 
dramatic piece art diſpoſed with: judgment; 
much rational , delight will reſult to the 
audience. For tnample, no plays have 
given more real ſatisfaction to the people, 
than the School for Saandal, 1 Clan- 
deſſine Marriage, becauſe all are 
uniformly, ſuppor ted. In thoſe comedies 
or tragedies, in which the: nepager: hiindelf 
3 there was not that neœrſſity uf 
niceneſs in 1 — the ſeveral cha- 


the merits of each 
* re ma l * N pectacle. 
raganta 2 Sansa 
0 homer Os ook 
not £ legant ar ſtriking 9 
101 r happy im the .eprefiion: of his 
countenance, u nt vithout taſte in ſprak- 
ing, ſpuit in „e and eaſe in depart- 
ment. His great misfortune was, that hy 
an habitunl {nile which he had 0 
EEO: Juſt diſcrimination of thopath- 
. of grief and yoy, loye and — 


very cammendabhle . 
Yates, in the part of the Dutcheſs, was fo 


Much his per in the art of ſpeaking, ſo 
L 2 Pe 
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beautifull her perſon, and graceful in her 
movement, that Reddiſh appeared 10 4 
greater diſadvantage than de would witlt 
an inferior aCtreſs.' © 

The Velaſquez of Smith was l the 
writer vol him to be, artful, ue 


cruel, tr ous, and profligate. Mr. Smit 


from his Grit a atternpt: in Theodoſtusin 1733, 
to the preſent hour, has, by uniform good 
conduct, ſu pported himſelf in the general 


eſteem of the —— whoſe favourite he 


certainly is, and deſerves to be; for no 


-man is more indefatigable in the exertion 


of his talents, in à great variety of charac- 
ters in tragedy -and comedy. To examine 
his merit minutely u be uncandid; 
efpecially when, in the aggregate, it is ve- 
ry conſiderable.” 1 believe the beſt 3 
prefer his action in the ſock to that of the 


buſkin. He is diſtinguiſned amongſt — ne, 
ers by the name of — 4 ami 


a on account of his liberal education, | 


his being the conſtant [companion 


gentieries and men of rank. uno. 


Mr. — in _ — Mendoza, 
ve the A age of- that 
proved te of 1 which he ib now 
arrived. When he has thrown off that dif- 
ſidence which hangs about him, and has 
acquired greater confidence in his r to 


plete, I dare venture to POO 3 
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The Bon Ton, a comedy in two acts, is 
a well timed fatirical piece, in which the 
R faſhions of the age, imported from 
rance and Italy, and; . ng ſwallowed 
by the higly born fools of London, are well 
contraſted with the plain downright man- 
ners of an honeſt country gentleman, who, 
by an accidental viſit, to the metropolis, diſ- 
covers a moſt ſhocking metamorphoſis in 


the morals of both ſexes, and e Xo 


exemplified amongſt his own relations. 
The author, Mr. Garrick, in a ſhort: ad- 


vertiſement prefixed to this little comedy, 
was glad to embrace an occaſion to do juſ- 


tice. to;the merit and integrity of Mr. Tho- 


mas King, the actor, in the following term 
4 « This little, drama was brought gut © ht 
#afon. for the benefit of Mr. King," as à toy 

ken of regard for one, who, during a long 
1 was never known, unleſs con- 

finzd by real illneis, to diſappoint the pub- 
lie, or diſtreſs the managers.” Mr. Garrick, 
at the ſame bore teſtimony to the ex- 
| lene of all the performers in the Bon 

Ton; and, indeed, he could not ſay too 
much of their Wes * approbatian of 
the audience. 

The excellent ogue of Mr. Coleman. 
exhibits , ſeveral prology us deſcriptions of 
the Bon Ton taken from the groſs ideas of 
it ſwallowed, by. the, ridiculous, votaries. of 
eaſure. It is an excellent ſupplement to 
Pants chaſtiſement of vicious manners, 

L 2 adopted 
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| lightly, yet are faithfully delineated; and | 


5 as a woman only could form : + man; 


* 
; lis V A 


ned: from the glaring, A tra- 


velliatz & 
The la 558 which M Cult Gui we 


are infortried by the author herſelf) favoured, 


cheriſhed; and improved, atid with great 


ſollicitiide embelliſned, was the eber 


That he wus of all managers the moft able 


to be of ſervice to the writer of a play, will 
be acknowledged; © but few a ' ave 
been fo partichlar in ſpecifying the Tem 


reaſofis fbr it as Mes. Cowley. 5 


The Runaway is a wotk'of x youth 
ination; a dae though Eh 
türe of tust manners; 3 the 
unge is flowing; the characters, 


re witz humour and morality; cotn 
rs furhiſh out an ble entettainment. 
Prom Mrs. CW EVU Rui i better 
comedy, it was cöfljectured, 14 on be 
eſented to the Push by the fame author. 
he Belle'sStratagem has more than anſwer- 
ed the moſt ' fanguine expectations a4 


could be formed of her Fe fo SIS 


Miſs Hardy's ſcheme 
pre judices of ter lover, by 2 
hate her and afterward Nach her, is 


wraptup 

pn bong, ſolid judgment and wonderful ſagacity, 
ne ver es ſuffered it to enter into his 

dead. But the audience, by the loud und 


ited applauſes to the cataſti 
ce e many oe 
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but paying a proper tribute 
. which this agreeable dramatic piece 
gave me, to dwell a little upon its Faber 
and diſtinctive merit. 

The ſatire is of that kind which will bet 
pleaſe and inſtruct a generous and polite 
audience: it rends to reform irregular man- 
ners, ond A follies, without the 
lan diſguſting ſeverity, and —— 
Ks. in my opinion, ought ever 
to. be qo to genteel comedy. The 
writer, tho ſhe does by no means want with 
cou not W Hen "i it. Her r 

manners in is as exact as 1 : 
had lived with people of rank from her in- 
fancy. Mrs. Rattle's deſcription of a fine la- 
dy is worthy of Cibber or Sheridan. The 
contraſt between preſent diſſipation and 
exploded Roddy. is well drawn, and gives 
an animatir our to the The cha- 
racters are all of them ſuch as ma be ſound 
in life: the high-bred man of fathion, the 
ſober country gentleman, the good: natur- 

ed, odd, whimſical father, the gay town 

NR of faſhion, who receives a tint of fol- 

ly from every obje& he meets, the fr free, - 
romantic, high-Apirited girl, the lady of 2 

ton, the placid and complying. wife; ig 
hart, the whole ww is compoſed of 24 
of 
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as an/audience will acknowledge to be the 
ſons and ters of Adam and Eve, and 


of the preſent generation. I could wiſh the 


auction ſcene was left out entirely, and the 
madneſs of Doricour a little ſhortened. 

Few plays have been more perfectly acted 
in all their parts than the Belle's Stratagem. 
To ſay that Miſs Young ſurprized the pub- 
lie with unexpected excellence, would, per- 
haps, be eſteemed a cold compliment to 
an accompliſhed actreſs; yet, we may pay 
this tribute to her extraordinary merit in 


the part of Miſs Hardy, that her finging 
aͤgreeably, and dancing gracefully, was a 


moſt plealing addition to her ſpeaking and 


action. Mrs. Mattocks may boaſt of en- 


joying ſo many requiſites for an excellent 
actreſs, that I moſt heartily wiſh ſhe would 
do herſelf the juſtice not to copy another, 


when ſhe is fo rich in merit herſelf. - The 


Moſt ſevere ſatiriſt, who beſtows one look on 


Mrs. Hartly, muſt be inſtantly diſarmed, 


and turn all his cenſure to panegyric. The 


calm and lovely innocence of Lady Touch- 
| Wood could by no body be fo happily re- 
_. preſented as by this actreſs. C.. 
l am afraid we have no real oat, mart 
man now upon the ſtage but Mr. 


wis, 


who, in Doricour, drew the character vf a 
gay young fellow, juſt returned from hig 
travels, enflamed with the love of foreign 
cuſtoms and manners, but not abſolute! 
devoted to them. Tewis's manner is very 
. graceful 
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graceful and unembarraſſed. His volubility 
in ſpeaking, ſometunes makes him inarticu-- 
late; this is a fault 1 could wiſh he would- 
avoid. - 

Mr. Wrou uphton,” in Sir William Touch-- 
wood, was = bold reprover of vice. which 
wears the. gay maſk. of faſhion, and the ho- 
neſt, advocate of genes and ſobriety, diſ- 
counfenanced and explode by che fp 0 

ers of the bon tun. 

No actor prog che ee e . an 9 
audience more than Wroughton, for no man | 
takes more true pains to deſerve it. There 
was a touch of nature in his addreſs to Lady 
Touchwood, when the ladies were ng. 
her away, in (| — of hy * — to the 
contrary, trumphantly to public laces. 
which was not unworthy the. molt p 2 


actor: = 
Fanny !—Fanny !—You will not Leave me, will you? 


A manly e cotrected by humani- 
ty, diſtinguiſhed: Aickin's mannerof — 4 
ing and puniſhing of Courtall, $i Weir Mw 
formed a vile onus diſhonour lady Touch-- 
wood, which pleaſed, and with brer ; Pleaſe, } 
an Ehgliſh audience A. | 
Mr. Lee Lewis and Mr. Quick, who 28 
ed Flutter and Old Hardy, are deſervediy 
ſuch great favourites in theit different ſtylés. 
of acting, that I ſhall leaye them to the en 3 
Joyment of that r which * are 
always ſure to meet with. 
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W unggotedled, and perſecured—Thiit 
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Mar acfefs more reſpettable tham Kener 
pe- Their loyally—Neglett of their wn 
inert —Difreſs of. 4 2470 Mr. 
Hals addr to the Per - ft "a 
Wh 2 thedtrical fund hich was flirt efta- = 
ed at Covent-gardei—IMir. Garrttk. the | 
Yr Promiater 15: fund at Drury-laue— 
earntfineſs port i Procure, an 

att of bee fo 42 eee dma- 


uy of Doan! io 


vg 11 cit {11 WER 8 I 


UE vets, 1 1 1 h the great als | 
of Tational ent and moral in- 
ſtruction, of all the ſubjects of this free 
kingdom, have, by an, unaccountable fata- 
5 4 leaf} rot protected, and moſſ perſe- 
Ae # Auer who 1 Pp 

ys; Without a roy tent, are 5 

Ik to. the iow a 2 Ne by the act 
gainſt vagrants, which conſiders 69555 to 

3 © in«that predicament ; or if that Matute is 
not, or cannot, be put in force againſt them, 
they are fab to pay a large. nine every 

, 'agreeably 10 4 clauſe in 

of the laje 
ayhouſes, . 
lizabeth and 


3 7 e eleventh 
king to limit the number 
Even in the reigns of | 


"James 1, when, from the people's — 
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for theatrical there were no 
leſs than twenty playhouſts open in the 
cities of London At + Weſtminſter, not on- 
1y the fanatics of thoſe times, but ſome ſour 
divines of the eſtabliſh'd_ Church, publiſhed 
books againſt the players, in which they. 
e repreſented as perſons who ipraQi 


ion unlawful and proſane, and con- 
— to. the religion of the goſpel. In juſti- 


fication of theſe cenſures, we find they made 
uſe of arms borrowed from the pope's ma- 
— The canons and decretalsof theſe ho- 

ly heads of the hol 9 1 | 
we been _—_— 


ve find them either: founded on miſapplica- 
tions of — inals, or entirely ſupported 
by ignora ticiſm, and folly. 

7 1 Win n not 1 to ſay, thut the play- 
ers are more exemplary": ig; their lives, or 
more remarkable for-their piety and devoti- 
on, | than their neighbours; yet they will be 
. on enquiry,” to have leſs diſturbed 
t 
whatſoever.” Look over the records of Ne- 
gate and the Old-Bailey, from the begin- 
ning of the laſt century to the preſent times, 
you will ſcarcely find the name of a come- 
dian amongſt the many unhappy wretches 
vho have ſuffered condign puniſhment for 
rn m" hes of their Nn ü 


peace of ſociety than any body of men ! 


<4 „ 


af the civil wars in the reign of Charles I. 


compared to the dialogue of Ben Jonſon and 


Robinſon the actor was killed at the ſiege 


quarter, and ſhot him in the head, when he 
had laid down his arms, with his quotati 

tim ſoripture, (Curſed is he that doein the wor 

favourite actor of Charles II. was a captain; 
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is entirely their on. The greateſt writer 


Was one of their profeſſion; and notwith- 
ſtanding the reflection which a; critic- and 


commentater has made in favour of Shake- 


ſpeare, that one of the greateſt misfortunes 
of his life, was his being obliged to keep the 


worſt of company, meaning his fellows; it 
may, in their favour, be preſumed, that their 


_.converſation was not very licentious, for the 


language of his plays is pure and chaſte when 


Beaumont and Fletcher. There is ſuch a wide 
difference between the modeſt ſcenes of the 
player writer, and the looſe language of the 
two laſt mentioned gentlemen authors, one 
the ſon of a biſhop, and the other of a judge, 


that one would ſcarce imagine that they 


had lived in the ſame age, or that their plays 
. were acted before the ſame audience. 
The players toh hav ever merited a large 


they were firm friends to the royal _ 
Baſingſtoke by Harriſon, - ho re ſuſed him 


ion 


negligently; Mohun, who was a 


and after the civil wars wete ended, he ſer- 


— 


a major. The famous Charles Hart was a 
lieutenant-of, horſe in Prince Rupert's troop. 
Burt was a cornet in the ſame troop, and 
Shutterell quarter - maſter. Allen was a ma- 
jor and quarter-maſter at Oxford. Not one 
of the s of any note ſided with the 
parliament, except Swanſton, a preſbyteri- 
an, who took up the trade of a jeweller; he 
was famous for acting Othello; the reſt l 
or expoſed their lives for K. Charles. IW 
venture to aſſert, that there is not a man 
amongſt the preſent. actors of both houſes, 
but is a ſtaunch friend of government. 
But indeed the 8 till very 
lately, been as neglectful of themſelyes and 
their intereſt, conſidered as a body. of men, 
as the legiſlatureitſelf. They were governed 
by no particular rules and orders, which ce- 

ment a ſociety. for its own advantage or pre- 

ſervation. No laws were thought of 1 by 
them, to ſecure them from injuſtice, op 
| or want. Like a ſhip at ſea, witt 
out a chart or compaſs, they were driven 
about, juſt at the pleaſure of the winds and 
waves. Their pilot was the manager, their 
rudder the audience. 
Within theſe thirty years there has been a 
talk · of eſtabhſhing a theatrical fund, for 
the 1 ſuch performers as ſhould he 
_ obliged. through age, infirmity, or acc 

dient, to retire from the ftage. Various 
plans. have been formed, . ſome of them, 
ö perhaps, 


* 
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rhaps, might have been reduced to:prac- 
oy others were or 2 5 
Mr. Pritchard, an -honeſt, good-natured 
an, the huſband-of the great actreſs, had 
laid © out a ſcheme to reheve infirm-players ; 
but little * could 9 from a 
projector who propoſed to build a 8 
ch could move on the water vibes | 
either fails or wind. Mr. John Arthur, 


the player, drew a plan of a large building, 


with a chapel in it, I ſuppoſe on the model 
of Dulwich College ; , but this was thought 
too expenſive, and of too large a ſcale for the 
abilities of the ſubſcribers. Mr. Roſamond 


of Hampton very generouſly, about the year 
7, offered a handſome ſum of money for 


175 
the ſupport of decayed actors. The mana- 


gers were at firſt jealous of this undertaking 
of the players, and imagined it would in 
time produce an mpermm in imperio, and 

prove the means of arrogance and preſump- 


tion in them, and, per 
independent 'of their ma 


rs. However, 


ſome of thoſe actors, who, through infir- 


mity, or any other inability, were unem- 
loyed, by application to the managers of 
— ry-lane, occaſionally obtained reef, 
Ader by preſents, or ſhares in benefits. 
This charity was, however, but a partia! 
Und uncertain relief. At length, in 1965, 
the caſe of an eminent actreſa ' whoſe ſalary 
had been very conſiderable, who was on a 


oe, from no apparent cauſe, 3 


render * 2 
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on the contributions of the play- 
bikes rr 


which were indeed very 
ample, e their Abilities, alarmed 
' the whole. ſociety. Mr. Thomas Hull, a 
judicious actor, and a min of a very reſ- 
pectable character, had the honour to be 
the firſt who conceived and brought to bear 
a rational 12280 for the players fund. To 
ptomote deſirable 51 he addreſſed 
the performers of Covent-garden theatre in 
a printed letter, in which,” after eftabliſhing 
the neceſſity of ſome method of proviſion, 
he ſtated ſeveral reaſonable pr 25 as 
the foundation of bis plan. The moſt ma- 
; terial are the following : 
That à ſubſcription be i be- 
gun, at the free will of each approver of 
tis method; and that the 'monies ariſing 
from it be forthwith lodged in the public 
That an allowance of ſixpence in the 
| Mts be granted from the weekly income 
of al} ſuch who chuſe to be contributors to 
the inffitution; 
That every perſon who' contributes a gli- 
nea, or n de deſired to meet his 
brethren, to appoint a ſelect committee of 
thtee, five, or more members, as ſhall ſeem 
frrteſt, for the farther advancement of this 
. ſcheme. e. TERS 
© That me ſaid committee thall take the 
office of ſecretary in Ty without ſee 
"> reward. 

That 
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"That hh. weekly contributions. "a elt 
wich the treaſurer of the theatre, 
will be deſired to deliver them 40 the ſecre- 
_ tary, in order to be conveyed to the fu 
as faſt as they amount to any ſum — 4 
of bearing intereſt : and farther, that ſuch 
_ intereſt be from time to time withdrawn. _ 
and replaced, in order to. its accumulation. 
That, for five years to come, no levies be 
made on the fund; and none but the con- 
tributors, and their families, ſhall ever have 
claims upon it; en objects ſtill to be 
left to their judgment and humagity ; 
which laſt RG wil uf be better able to in- 
dulge, from the certainty of a reſource, 
_ ſhould, their own baten ever re- 
- quire it. | 
This addreſs produced an immediate 
good effect. The collection was ſet, for- 
ward, under the joint efforts of Mr. Hull, 
and Mr. Mattocks, Who was a very ſtrenu- 
ous promoter of the ſcheme; and with 
this very judicious proviſo, that no one per- 
ſon ſhould give leſs than alf a e a 
more than a . ER 
The contribution was begun. in We 
ber 2765. In the courſe of a very few days, 
above 100 J. were raiſed. The firſt meet- 
ing of the contributors was on the 2 ad of 
December, 1765, when the plan was eſta- 
Nat which has ſince ee im- 
proving. 15 
| The 
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The ſcheme was moſt liberally aſſiſted by 
— patronage of Mr. Beard and Mrs. Rich, 
then ma 


rland and Mrs. Donaldſon were likewiſe 
great benefactors. Mr. Beard has continu- 
ed a truſtee of the inſtitution from its firſt 
2 W eon, | 

uring the firſt fix years, 
the fund was augmented by the profits of 
annual benefits. Under Mr. Coteman's ma- 
nagement, the — — were deprived of this 
advantage; he wiſhed, it ſeems, to have the 
direction of the fund; this the committee did 
not think themſelves warranted to grant. It 
is, in my opinion, rather an unhappineſs that 
they did not, or could not, comply with his 
deſire; for as Mr. Coleman was certainly a 
perſon of ſufficient ſecurity for all the mo- 
ney which could be depoſited in his hands, 
and would have accounted with them fairly 
and punctually for all diſburſementg, the 
refuſing his requeſt, he might think, pro- 
ceeded from a want of that confidence they 


A 


ought to have ſed in him and this | 


prevented n i all probability, from 
receiving much emolument and increaſe to 
their fund. It is extremely unfortunate that 
Mr. Harris, who is celebrated by the players 
as a liberal, as well as polite man, ſhould 
perſiſt in refuſing an annual benefit to the 


fund. It has obſerved denn jan 


734. 
Mo | 
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of Covent-garden theatre. 
The late Mr. William Gibſon of Covent- 
den was a large contributor; Mr. Cum 


or thereabouts, 
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that many ſchemes of charity out of. doors 
ate benefited by the theatre; that which 


originated under its very roof is denied 


every aſſiſtance of that kind. Notwith- 
ſtanding this material diſadvantage, this 


inſtitution has been enabled to gtant much 


occalional relief, and to fupport ſeveral ſu- 
rannuated contributors in eaſe and com- 
rt, without injuring their capital, or any 
1 it. e ICM 
The fund of Covent-garden theatre, in 
1776, had the ſanction of an act of parlia- 
ment; and the ſubſcribers to it are thereby 


declared a body corporate and politic. 


The * cg fund was firſt ſet on 
foot at a time when Mr. Garrick was on the . 
continent. When he came home, he was 
AYE: angry, and much mortified, 
dulineſs of ſuch importance ſhould be 
carried on without the leaſt communication 
with him: he was, he ſaid, univerſally ac- 
knowledged to be at the head of his pro- 
feſſion, ; beſides being a patentes and ma- 
nager of the oldeſt company of the king's 
ſervants. The players apology for pro- 
ceeding- without his advice or knowledge, 
was urged partly from their immediate feel- 
ing on the account of Mrs. Hamilton, who 
had been reduced from yery affluent cir- 
cumſtances to indigence, and excluded 
from the theatres when her powers of acting 
ere as ſtrong as they ever had been. The 
other part of their excuſe was not quite ſo 
IF $25 palatable 3 
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Palatable 3 
ſucceſsful ap 
to the ma 
it was become an act of neceſſity 
to make ſome proviſion for ſuperannuated or 
diſabled actors, and reſcue their profeſſion 


which they had made 


ſocie y of men in the nation. 
W cher the reluctance of tonſenting to 
the 10 afſrſtance of the mana- 


rs of -lane, enter 
Both of them, is of no importance at x 


ſent. That they both, in 1966, very heart- 


I concurred to encourage a contri 
in erder to eftabliſh a fund for the ſu 
of ſuch performers whoſe age and 
ties ſhould oblige them to retire' from the 
ſtage, is very certain: they not only paid 
n a very conſiderable ſum, as an 

of farther favouts, but promiſed an annual 
benefit night for the augmentation and ſup- 
port of the fund; and this promiſe was ful- 
filled by Mr. Garrick and Mr. Lacy during 
the life. of the latter, and, fince his death, 
was made good by by his ſon and ſucceſſor, 
—_— hby Lacy, E 

Bertele h Met bi fer 50 0 
— olienaul ſervice to this benevolent 


vi _ exerted in favour it, by per- 
forming ann one of his capital 
On thele nights he ſpoke a prologue of his 
EP in winch there was a happy 

mixture 


urged the frequent and un- 
of Drury-lane theatre: that 


from the As is of being unlike any other 


inſtitution. by his talents in acting, which he 


N 


.- - &ſtabliſhment. To 


mixture of humour and benevolence. He 
was, in 2 uence of theſe his periodical 
labours, de chief. inſtrument. of bringing 
the — fund of Drury-lane to its ma- 
turity; and in this he — himſelf the 
— 45 father, and ee of oh e 


On the 18th of May, 1774, at a meeting 
of the players in the Green- room of Drury- 
lane, Mr. Garrick produced, to the great 
ſatisfaction of — then preſent, an 
account of the monies ariſing from the 
ſeveral contributions, — intereſt of 
money, &c. He hkewiſe, at the ſame time, 
propoſed to them, that a committee f 
thirteen perſons ſhould be choſen, and 
the members empowered to form 
rules and orders as hold be thought moſt 
conducive to the laſti alle of the ſaid 


Propoſition: they 
- unanimouſly conſented. 


In January 1776, the committee of the 
| Drury-lane | lg by: the advice. jt Mr. 
Garrick, applied to "Rm for their 
- fanQtion and ſupport; ho, on ſuch appli- 

cation, paſſed an act for the better ſecuring 
this laudable charity. All the coſts — 
cCharges attending the: ing of this ſtatute 
were diſcharged. by Mr. Garrick; and, ſtill 
farther to increaſe. his bounty to the inſtitu- 
tion, he did, with — ih of Willough- 
by Lacy, Eſq; beſtow on it the monies re+ 
nn the e June, 4776, at the re- 
preſentation 
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mation of The Wonder A Woman 
Keeps a Secret; after acting the part 
— ahgagy 59k his final leave of the 
age. | | 
Mr. Garrick alſo gave to the proprietors 
of the fund a houſe ſituate in Drury-lane, 
for the conveniency of aſſembling to tranſact ' 
buſineſs : this hauſe, ſome time before his 
death, the committee ſold to him for a ſum 
of 37ol. By his will, he bequeathed the 
fame back again. to the fund. It is com- 
puted, that, by the product of his labours 
in acting annually capital parts, and by do- 
nations of one kind or other, he gained for 
chis beneficial inflitution à capital of near 


it a mn acquires a right to value himſelf 
upon any circumſtance which renders. him 
more ee Aye in the eyes of the world ;, 
how much more may whole ſocieties be au- 


oriſed to eſteem themſelves objects of reſ- 
pe, When, by a generous effort, they 

ave debe many difculties, and fe 
cued'themſelvesfrom obloquy and diſgrace !. 
The eſtabliſhmeat of the playhouſe fund re- 
flects great and laſting honour upon the 


preſent race of actors. +: pk 
Of theſe latidable inſtitutions, I have ſpo- 
ken coplouly” and, Thope, exaly. May they 
live and flouriſh.” Tcannotconcludethis chap- 
ter, without obſerving, that his preſent Ma- 
zeſty has dons more, by granting 8 
Ne | __—_. . 


j 
| 
| 


ate in the ities 2 I 77 


| Joined 10 the theatre, Some ect 
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royal patents, & to reſque "yy e 
* and fanatical 


the perſecution--of i | 

* _ profes. 's gr 
e HA P. II. qo 40 
er in the entrance e 


and ornaments over ET vs Garrick refalues 


0 part with 5 of tent-—-P artous. 
reaſons. fer it—— As [roeral : of his 
principal charatters—T akes his final leave of 


" the flage—His ae to uh _— — 15 


Berens grp t Dag ar 


ent paſſages, and ſeveral en ents © 
entrance, Were made, to 25 audi- 
ence in going into the ſeveral parts of the 
houſe, eſpecially into the front and RE 


es, from ridges-ſtreet. 1, Lo this 
tt of the Roſe Tavern was ta 
Lao 


were made over the grand entrance in the 
ſame ſtreet. The King's arms in the middle 
of the pediment, large and ſttiking figures 
of a lion couchant *and_ an unicorn,” 9. 

ing each other, att the two 3 poopie 282 
building ;, at the 775 of all, andin the mid- 


— 4 
f 


dle of it, a ſuit of antient armous, teſem- 


Wer "Oy raiſed by-a.canqueror on 
of Biinghurg York, Hull, Nonnich, 


laying 
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; the leader of an army; ſuch as we 
ſee deſcribed in the beginning of the 11th 
book of Virgil's Eneis. CY” Mb remarks 
were made on the impro of theſe or- 
naments, which I ſhall leave to the critics. 

Theſe alterations in the inkde and front of 
the theatre were followed hy reports of Mr: 
Garrick's 2 — ins his ſhare of 
the were publicly aſ- 
ſigned for it: yer em gave out, with proba- 
bility, that his health was ſo much impaired 
by conſtant illneſs, that it would not be in 
his power either to act or manage longer 
with any cafe to himſelf: others would have 
it, that the 'ungovernable and refractory 
of ſome ladies of the theatre had 
reduced him to the neceſſity of quitting a 
ſceptre which he could no longer hold with 
any kind of dignity, ſince his ſubjects began 
to thwatt his dictates, and would a0 ger 
_ to his directions. 0 4 
4 wo epi rams were publiſhed, * 
8 favour of this rr 
The firſt was intituled, 
Orpheus and Garrick. 
Three thouſand brims kill'd Orpheus in 8 
Three actreſſes drove Garrick from the Rage. 


The ſecond was inſcribed, 


The Manager's 83 | 
ben ene fays J— 81 1 cannot act. 
Pe loft my limbs, cries An; tis fact. 
Y-——s fcreains, Tve loſt my voice, my throat's ſo fore, 

Garick declares he'll play the fool no more. 


Without 


— * hes . 8 9 * F - „ WY ab * * * N 
Nn 
Nen 


34% TRE LIFE OF/- 7 | 

, Without nerves, . limbs, and voice, no ſhew, that's 
"iN To, COST St TOPS TT KO PH OOO oof 
Here, prompter, ring the bell, and drop the curtain. 
Though the diſputes which muſt unavoid- 
ably fall out amongſt perſons whoſe tempers 
are accidentally heated, and whoſe intereſts 
claſh in the; confined\circle of a play-houſe, 
where jealouſy, and diſtruſt predominate, 
from very obvious reaſons*, gained ſome cre- 
dit to the report ot Mr. Garrick's leaving the 
ſtage, from the frequent oppoſition to his will 
by the moſt eminent of the female players; 
yet I am fully perſuaded, that ſuch ridiculous 
ſquabbles, if they really did happen, how- 
ever they might De the time ruffle him tem- 
per, did not abſolutely influence his conduct 
in a point, ſo material to his intereſt; From 
his being advanced to what Shakeſpeare calls 
his.chair days, in the 6oth year of his age, 
and. the frequent relapſes into painful fits of 
the ſtone and gravel, which, on their depar- 
ture, always left ſad and viſible marks of their 
tyranny, we may venture to aſſert, he was in- 
duced to think of a retreat, and to aſcertain 
his property in the beſt manner poſſible, in or- 
der to 2 it, in caſe of his death, for the be- 
loved partner of his life, and his other relations. 
When it was once known that Mr. Gar- 
rick was in earneſt to part with his niotety of 
* The diſputes of players are generally owing to 
their r They —— like thoſe of 
other - profeſſions, diſpoſe of their talents in ſeveral 
markets, and to various purchaſers. ha 


T7 
__ 


immediately. 
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the patent, ſeveral bidders offered themſelve 


Nat to dwell long on a tran- 
— ſo publicly known, in the beginning 


| _ 


rd Brinfley Sheridan, 


Thomas 


1776, he entered into articles 


Linley, and Rickard I Ford, Eſaz. for the 


ſale of his moiety, on paying v ſum of 


thirty-five thouſand 3 TY 
Another motive for leaving the.. at 


this time, was, doubtleſs, his reſolution not to 
ſtay on till his powers of acting were weak 
ened by age or infirmity. He was determin- 
ed, . before he left the theatre, to give the 

20fs of his abilities to delight them 
as highly as he had ever done in the flower 
and vigour bf his life. To this end, about a 
fortnight or three weeks previous to his ta- 
ing his final leave, he preſented them with 
——— ital and trying charac- 
ters of Shakeſpeare; Pat Hamlet, Richard 
and Lear; beſides other parts which were lefs 
fatiguing.. Hamlet and Lear were nag eat 
Richard he acted once only, and by the ki 
command. His Majeſty was much rye -Þ 
to ſee him, in age ſo advanced, run about 
the field of batt: with ſo much fire, force, 
and agility. 

He finiſhed his dramatic race with one ok 
his favourite . with Fell in the Wonder, 
A Woman Keeps a Secret, "When the play 
was ended, Mr. Garrick advanced towards 
the audience with much r of mind, 

„ 1: and 


This contract was perfected June 24, * 


ITY . 2 _ 
"I * * 
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After a ſhort — rages 

ed from the od he had felt, ce daſh pf 

ed his auditors in the following words: 45k 
Ladies and Gentlen en 

it has been vit perſens un- 

der my eireummtanbes to addrefs you in a 

© farewell epilogue. I had — 

tion, and turned my — — that 

« but e my nun us 

wiitin an 8 as 1 

< ſhould benno vir 

. **Thejingle of efime; Ache! * 

cin, 'would but ill kane ent fee l- 


ings. This is tome a 8 8 
wi 


J 99999 reateſt 
whom ve received. 
*Kindaeſs and favours, and upon 8 
< where tarknane hl four wer 
< enjoyed.” [Here he was unable to proceed 
_ fill he was relieved by a ſhower of tears.) 
Whatever may be the changes of my fu- 
ure life, the deepeſt impreſſion of y our 


* kindneſs will always remain here, 
ting his' hand on his breathed fen 


*alterable ooo 
*Fwilly very readily a; agree to my ſucceſſors 
for their ſta- 


having more ſkill andabili 
<« ton than I have; but Idefy them ulſ to take 


M more ſincere, and more nn Ly 


IT * 5 | | * * 


" 


. 4 * 


+ » "75 o - 
7 


bu 'GARRIQK EA 23. 
for your faygur, or to en 
« « bis oi than is your humble ſervant.” .. 


— 4 p vo £ i ' ? # þ ** "> 
303+ 5 | . 


A. EL 4857 


My. Gil retired {fron the ga-. 
s ufa paſes mD His advice 
| follnwed-—Alttends the e, 5 Mort's 
4 edy of Percy —Writes hep w 8 
gigs to Oat ends 1 


2 e 
Ft, Fatal Fa 4. e 
e 


. 
at a nobleman's [e; 


„ " . 
* 4s L Yds Moe ” 
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- his reliahce on his kindneſs, and his confi- 
dente in his judgment. He very freely com- 
municated his opinion to the manager upon 
every ſubjectonwhichhe was conſulted. Ihave 
no doubt but that Mr. Sheridan, by his advice, 
made ſome judicious alterations in Congreve's 
Old 3 Love for Love, and the Way 
of the World. By retrenching ſome nth 
. expreſſions, and connecting, by ſome flight 
additions, character and ſentiment, he has ſa- 
vedthoſe excellent plays from oblivion, which 
the extreme delicacy of a refined 5 whoſe 
ears are become exc e er. C d 
ot endure. Would an ly belive 2 the 
8 of a ſoldier and ſailor was too groſs for 
the 8 machs of a whiſt- club? The 
Relapſe, which was certainly toogroſsforany 
"civilized audience, has been altered by the 
ſame hand to the Trip to AO, and 
1 now a very pleaſing a 
L Love for Love was revive with the full 
force of the company; and my old acquaint- 
ance Dick Yates, when turned of 2 , play- 
ed Ben the Sailor with all the vi our, 
and ſpirit, of a man of thirty. 8 
was as entertaining as 4 ſhallow debauchee 
cbuld be made by a good 4 
figure, voice, and manner; were well fittedto 
Sir Sampſon Legend, the hard+hearted father, 
and ill-natured wit. 1 would recommend 1 
this player a little more of the | 
acting this ſarcaſtic knight. Parſons was " 
i ebinib actor; hes tones of his voice and the 


fil FI muſcles 


— — 


| * 


bk N. ee 8 ad * 
, "Tv » ha th, * 
{> * F 
> 4 0 


muſcles of his face laim it; his humour is 


enuin? and pleaſant; nobody can, a 


aughing, either wil hirn, or athim, when 


eyer he opens his mut. If he Cas bem NE 


ſimple and chaſte in drawing Old Been 85 
character, and at .imitats_ the action ot a 


ſailor pulling up his trowſers ſo often, he 


would not perhaps gain ſo much loud ap- 
plauſe, but he would age VOTE judicious 


approvers. 


rom an actrets ; celebrated for characters 
of high life, and eminent for f graceful de- 
partment and Elegant action, you 7 not 


expect the aukward and petulant behaviour 


of a girl juſt come from a farmhouſe: Mrs.. 
Abingtan, unconfined in her talents, ren- 
dered Miſs Prue: as naturally rude and: di- 
verting, as if ſhe had been miſtreis of no 
5 in acting than ruſtie ſimplicity· 
The . of Percy written'by Miſs" 
Hannah More, had been fead and ee 
by Mr. Fre and was, I believe, dar, 3 


Anden bim to Mr. Harti Wha very F 
deſtoy wed 2 5 eg 7 and. 

other . of the tragedy, 8 
— 0 ER Ne to the r Wend 195 Com- 

tom many affect! ng ſcenes in "this: 
pl 05 it was im De, wy to pfognoſticate 
to our ſtage a in ng. genius in tragedy, who 
would in. time produce ſcenes not inferior to 
the oy of Obiray and Southern, without that. 
1 x coarſeneſs and vulgarity which, 
dif; ia ERR . theſe excellent. 


Writers. 
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writers. 1 mange 


wina and Percy, in che fourth act, which is 


not much inferior to the celebrated parting 
ſcene between Caftalio and Monimia, in the. 
laſt act of the Orphan. 
Mt. 9 wrote the prologue and epi- 
ue to Percy. 
following lines, apparently applicable 
o Madenioiſettc D Eon, gave great öffence, 


we are informed, to that lady, and her friends: 
To rule the man, our ſex dame Nature tenches . = 


Mougt the high horſe we can, make 

Tpereches, . Jag 
Nay, and wich dignity, foe wear the bocche. 
Aud why not wear them t—— | 
enen e . 
Did nor x lady knight; kate ;chevalier, | 
. 
Hey] preſty! pas! His ſword becomes a fan, 
A comely riſing from a man. 


Sde goes—alike well fil d to talk or write, 


woman 1 n 4 | 
The French their Amazonian maid invite; | ? 


Dance, ride, negociate, ſcold, coquet, or fight. 

Tf ſhe-thould ſet her heart upon a rover, 25 bake. 
Aud he proves falſe, ſhe'd Lick her faithlefs lover. 
Theſe harnilefs verſes 23 it fees, 
greatly reſented by this phenomenon in 
erticoats. The truth is, Mr. Garrick had 
udiouſly avoided any Sent nee with 
DBEon, who had often wiſhed to be introdu- 
ced to > un but his intimacy with the ene- 
mies of this petion, ſorne of the heads of the 
French rin 2. ally Mr. De St. Foix 


and Mr. Nec i, Pentel — 
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iavited to 
above moſt men, the lively art of enpertain- 
ing: to amuſe his gueſt, he drew'two humou- 
| rous Pi of a Frenchman and an Eng- 
liſhman,; and painted their different man- 
ners of feeling in a ſimilar fatuation. This it 
ſeema, diſpleaſed D Eon; for Mr. Garrick 
was too good an Engliſhman, to give the ad- 
vantage on the Frenchman's ſide.“ 1210 
It is pretended now, that this. lady is a 
natural daughter of Lewis V. and ſor that 
reaſon, is treated by the court of France 
with great tenderneſs and delicacy. The let - 
ter of invitation to return to France, lately 
printed, and written by a great French mi-. 
niſter, is couched in the 'moſt reſpecful 
terms. The king infafts upon' her wearing 
the proper habit of her ſex; the lady his a 
violent paſſion for the military dreis, and 
. 
is y the gen n of the army; 
wha! Ali upon it, that na perſon ho has 
ranked as an officer, ſhauld ever weara gown 
and petticoat. She. has, it is reported, been 
kept above twelve months in a kind ofho+ 
nourable confinement, with an intent to 
. her to conform to the king's will: -: 
Mr. Garrick had {cen in MS. and greatly ap- 
©* When he was at Paris, he would not be intro- 
duced to Abbe Le Biene, who had wricten as he 
thought, diſreſpeQtully of Shakeſpeare. _ | 
; M4 proved, 


dence with her. However, D'Eon was once 
Mr. . Garrick had, 


Fatal Falſhood of Maſs More, which 


8 2 N ag T_T "a> i 2 N 
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proved, was acted at an imptoper time of the 
Fear, in April 1769, at the theatre of Covent - 
garden, but with the beſt appthhation that 


can poſſibly be given to a * he heart- 
felt a yy uſhing tears of tht audience. 


The power of paſſion over a mind natural- 
ly generous and ſincere, but induced bylove's 
irreſiſtlble force to deviate from all thoſe ties 
which ſhould bind the human heart, was ne- 
ver more ſtrongly painted than in the Fatal 
Falſhood. Such ſcenes of conflifting paſſions, 
here honour, gratitude, friendſhip, * rea- 
ſon, prevail for a time, and at laſt are laid pro · 
ſtrate at the feet of the univerſal ty rant; are 
ſcarcely to be equalled in any of our modern 
Plays. Orlando is indeed love's martyr. 
Though a critical examination of this ex- 
cellent tragedy could not but be an agreeable 
taſk; it would lead me beyond the limits of 
my plan; however, I hope I ſhall be excuſed 
the endeavouring to do juſtice to the inimi- 
'  tableaGion of Miſs Young.” I had felt her 
power of moving the paſſions in the Matil- 
da of Dr. Franklyn, a tragedy acted a few 
yea ſince with great and merited applauſe: 
in Emmelina, ſhe. ſurpaſſed every actreſs I 
had ever seen, in the repreſentation of deep 
. ſorrow and unutterable anguiſh. 
There is no fituation of the ſtage ſo diffi- 
cult, as that in which the player is obliged 
to ſupply what no words can expreſs; when 


lock and action mult convey to the audience 
the ſupreme diſtreſs of an Nur 
3 4 1 e 
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The dumb deſpair of Miſs Young was, in 

expr ofcountenance, ſuperior to all 
the powers of eloquence; aer 1 ſuch 
an effect on the audience; as J do not re- 
member ever to have ſeen. „Her look to 
Guilford, her father, when ſhe Pronoppeed. 
theſe ſimple o oc yas; 


„ Methinks ; Your daughter ul not have 3 


re E — 


th robbie every heart, 4nd drew tears-from- 


7” Ae lie 
wick 8 when 8 2 aged 
2 Lined. attended the age e of the 
Houſe of Commons, eſpecially on ſuch im- 
portant q 1eſtions; as he 2275 would. bring, 
up all the beſt ſpeakers of both partiss...... 
In the ſpring of 1777, he he happened 5 
preſent in the gallery, During a certain mo- 
tion, which produced an altercation between 


a right hond urable member and another ho- 
nourable gentleman, which proceeded to 
that degree of warmthꝭ that the Speabeband 
the Houle were vbliged ti inter poſe, to pre 
vent ſom2 apprehend&d*bad conſequetices;- 
a Shropſhire member med to obſelve 
that Mr. Garrick was fitting in the gallery, 
and immediately moved to clear the houſe. 
Mr. Burke role, and appealed to the ho- 
nourable Aflembly, whether it, could von | 
bly be conſiſtent. with the e ae 


A 
_ 6ftheir debates a man to whom they were 


all oblige; one who was the 1 mn 


&l0qy-h&e; in whole clog! they had all. 
1 „Iii a 1. 719 2x = 4 TAN 11 80, A 
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inbibed the art of and been 
the elements of rhetoric. Por his part, he 
owned that he had beef greatly indebted to 
his inſtructions. Much more he ſaid in corn 
mendation of Mr. Garrick, and was warmly 
ſecbided by Mt. Fox and Mr. T. Townſhend, 
who very copioully diſplayed the great me- 
rit of thetr did preeeptor, as they termed him; 
they reprobated the motion of the gentleman 
1 great warmth and indignation. f 
The Houle almoſt unanimouſly concurred 


in exempting Mr. Gatrick from the general 
order of ql g A He wrote a 
little poem on tlie which has never 
been 3 'and will, I hope, prove an 
Ne entertainment to my readers 
Seite #B——a roſe with deep . 

And notify'd to parliament, © 

That J, de ſin, 5 

_- Wheii others Were that ____— : 
Alerting in his wiſe ovation, | ee 

© I glovied in my Aüstios 
Ion my Caddies er | The 14 
_. Peculiar joy-Ifdlt that day ; MT TELLS 
I glory when m e ie x. 
With dainties it has never taſted ; e 
When reaſon ebuſes Fox's tongue | 
Fo be more rapid, | 7:34 and firong ; 4: 
Wu from his claffic urn Burke potits 

* A%opions Meam through bank! 2— In 
{ "When Barre Nerd, with actenty deep, ito 


TITRE 5 
8 


has as great a utle 


3 


doktrinè very afin 
h Mr. — 
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Aud if his Lordſhip riſe ta ſpeak, . 


Then wit and argument awake: 
When Rigby ſpeaks, and all may — 
Wc can withſtand, ridendo derum 
Wceen Thurloe's words attention Rid, 
| The [pell's of a ſuperior mind. 

Now, whether I were Whig or Tory, 
This was. a time for me to glory; 
My glory farther ſtill extends, 
For moſt of theſe I call my fmends: 
But if, Squire B n, you were hurt | 
To ſee me, as you thought ſo pert, 
You might have puniſh'd my tranſgreſſion, | 
And damp'd the azdour of expreſſion, 
A brute there is, whoſe voice confounds, 
And frights all other with range ſounds; 
Had you, your matchlefs pow'rs diſplaying, 
Like him, Squire B——n, ſet a brgying, 


I T ſhould have loſt all exultation, | 
hs Nor gloried is ay fitwarios; AD WINE -. 
Mr. Garrick us, upon e 6 


he had quit ted che Babes willing to give his 
advice and inſtructian to any actor who 
thought it his intereſt to conſult him. In the 
ner of 1778, the managers of Drury-lane, 


by his advice, revived the tragedy of Maho— 


met, tranſlated hy Miller from Voltaire, and 
one of the moſt admired pieces of that writer. 
The part of Zaphne had originally been re- 
y:Mr. Garrick himſelf, with very 
greatapphuſe; Why he never afterwards re- 
ſumed it, I could not learn; but he endea- 
vouredd, about tem or twelve years ſince, to 


3 But altho' chat 
young 


— 
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young actor was exceedingly attentive $0 his 


c 
| f * a 0 * 
N 1 


- — 


maſter's inſtructions, and laboured very inde- 


fatigably to do juſtice to them in action, his 


natural requiſites for tragedy were weak, and 
his chief merit conſiſted in having a very good 
ear. Mr. Garrick had an affection for him, 
and often puſhed his abilities beyond | their 
reach. His Zaphne was a very faint copy 


of the author's deſign, and his tutor's leſſon. 


Young Mr. Banniſter, after giving ſome 

indications of agreeable talents in the dra- 
matic line, was thought by Mr. Garrick not 
unequal to the taſk. of giving the public a 
repreſentation of Zaphne. He inſtructed 
him in this part for ſeveral weeks very aſſi- 
duoufly ; and finding the young actor's a- 
bilities anſwer his expectations, he encou- 
raged him to make an experiment of his 
tragic talents in this trying part. 
7 8 had the advantage of acting 


Aaphn: with Mrs. Robinſon's Palmyra, a 


. 


do the audience as they are difficult to the 


beautiful; and pleaſing actreis. 
ſcenes of Zaphne are as intereſting 


powers of an actor; an une xperienced youth, 
naturally generous and good, is wrought 


upon by gloomy ſuperſtitious deluſion, and 


the fanatic enthuſiaſm of viſionary zeal, to 
act contrary to all the known dictates of 
reaſon, truth, and humanity ; the know 
ledge of what is evidently right claſhing 
ith what this diſciple of Mahomet is taught 


to believe an indiſpenſable: act of religion, 
een 


| 


* 
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produces ſuch a conflict of contending paſſ- 
ons, ſuch à ſtruggle between nature and 


art, reaſon and zeal, as nothing but the {kill 
of a Garrick could properly diſcern, and 


a ſtrongly repreſent. ever, it mult be 


ow ned, that this young adventurer gave the 
Public, in Zaphne, a fair promiſe. of arriv- 
ing, in time, to a great degree of merit; 
his voice was not as yet rightly formed, and, 


audience. The ſituations of Zaphne, Palmy- | | 
ra, and Alcanor, are as truly affecting as any 
I know in dramatic poetry. It is with plea- 
ſure I pay the juſt tribute of praiſe toa worthy 
man, and a judicious actor. Mr, B2nfley was 
Yiu E 5 extremely 


5 * 2 my ? 
. 
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extremely pathetic through the whole of that 
admirably drawn eharactet of Alcanor. 
In 1778, Mr. and Mrs. Garrick 
were invited to the country ſeat of Earl! 
, where they had frequently been 
welcome gueſts. In the midſt of that ſocial 
happineſs and rational pleaſure which every 
body enjoys with that noble family, Mr. 
Garrick was ſeized with a terrible fit of his 
old diſorder. His having the or 


what is commonly called 3 at 


the ſame time, eh 8 y cov 
loins, alarmed Mrs. k great 3 
the phyſicians ſaid it was a matter of no im- 


lender, the gravel and flone, that he de- 
termined to ſet out for London. He arrived 
at his houſe in the Adelphi on Friday the 15 tl 
of January, 1779, he next day he fent 
forhisapothecary, Mr. Lawrence, vhs found 
mim drefling himſelf, and ſeemingly in good 
health, but ſomewhat alarmed this he had 
not, for many hours, diſcharged any uring, 
when his conſtant practice had been, for 
ſome years, to make water every four hours. ] 
Mr. Lawrence obſerved to him, that this 

was no ſufficient cauſe to make him uneaſy; 
but when, on the next day, he found the 
ſarne ſymptom continue, he judged it pro- 
per to acquaint Dr. an with it. The 
doctor oonceived it to be of fo ſerious a na- 
ture, that he told Mr. Garrick, his diſorder 
1 — in 1 that t was 


neceſſary | 


rtance. He was ſo well recovered of his | 
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neceffary to inform him, if he had any” 
worldly affairs to ſettle, it would be pru-: 
dent to difpatch them as ſoon as poflible. 
Mr. Garrick affured him, that nothing of 
that fort lay on his mind; and that he was 
not afraid to die. 

The diſtemper dere rrp ty gaining 
ground ; the Auids not pd 
tural courſe, ue yo kind of per 
pi increaſed gradually to the time of his 

eat * 
About two days before he died, he was 
viſited by a very old acquaintance; a man- 
whoſe company and converſation every ho- 
dy covets, becaufe his humour is harmlles, 
and his pleaſantry diverting. He Was in- 
ery raft to Mrs. who was indif- 

ſed, from the' fatigue ſhe underwent in 
rlon nt conſtant attendance upon her 
huſband ; a duty which ſhe never omitted 
during any illnefs of his life: She perſuaded 
this friend to ſtay and dine with her, ex- 
ing from him ſome little alleviation of 
t _uneafineſs from ſympathy, and ſome 
eile of condolement from his company in 
her preſent ſituation. While they were 
talking, Mr. Garrick came into the room ; 
but on =_ Cn 1 —— that vivacity 
and ſprightline to accompany 
every thing he faid, and every thing he die! 
His countenance was fallow and wan, his 
movement flow and ſolemn. He was 


wrapped in à nch night-gown, tike that 
which 
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which * always wore „ ene 1 | 
nerable old King of Jeruſalem ; he — io 
- ed himſelf to the imagination of his friend 
as if he was juſt ready to act that character. 
He ſat down; and during the ſpace of an 
hour, the time he remained in the room, 
he did not utter a word. He roſe, and 
withdrew to his chamber. Mrs: Garrick 
and the gentleman dined; but Mr. Garrick 
Poss rather a little diſpleaſed that he was not 
ſent for to be preſent at their mel. 
Dr. Heberdenand Dr. Warren were now 
called i in. Several other phyſicians} many. 
of whom were his intimate acquaintance, 
attended, without any deſire of reward, 
and ſolely from an eager inclination to give. 
him relief, and to prolong a life ſo much va- 
lued by the public, and ſodear to his friends. 
When Pr. Schomberg 8 3p roached Mr. Gar- 
rick, he, with a placid {mile on his coun- 
tenance, took him by the hand, and laid, 
Though laſt, not leaſt in love.?“ 
The ſtupor was not ſo powerful as to hin- 
der him from conver ling occaſionally wi 75 
philoſophical chearfulneſs. He told 4 
Lawrence, that he did not regret his being 
childleſs; for he knew the quickneſs of his 
feelings was ſo great, that, in caſe it had 
been his misfortune to "have had diſobedient 
children, he could not have (upper ted ſuch 
anafffiction. 
On theday Wu hisdeath; ſecing anbth- 
re gentlemen in his apartment, ie 1 
| re 
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Mr. Lawrence who they were; he was told 
they were all phy ſicians, who came with an 
intention to be of ſervice to him. He ſhook 
his head, and repeated the following lines 
of Horatio in the Fair Penite tt: 


Another, and another, ſtill ſucceeds ; - 
And the laſt ſool is welcome as the former. 
During the remainder of his time, he con- 
tinued eaſy and compoſed, and con verſed 
with great tranquillity. He had ſo little 
apprehenfion of death being-ſo near, that, 
I am well informed, he ſaid to the ſervant 
who gave him a draught, a day or two be- 
fore his death, Well, Tom, I ſhall do 
very well yet, and make you amends for 
<<. all this trouble. 
Hie died on Wedneſday morning; January 
the 2oth, 1779, at eight o'clock, without a 
groan, Mr. Garrick's diſeaſe was pronoun- 
ced by Mr. Potts to be a palſyin the kidnies. 
On Monday, February 1, the body of Mr. 
Garrick was conveyed from his on houſe in 
the Adelphi, and moſt magnificently-inter- 
red in Weſtminſter-Abbey, under the mo- 
nument of his beloved Shakeſpeare. He 


was attended to the grave by perſons of the 
firſt rank; by men illuſtrious for genius, and 
famous for ſcience; by thoſe who loved 
him living, and lamented his death.  _ 

Twenty four of the principal actors of 
both theatres, who compoſed the two com- 
1 mit tees 


— 


nut be compared un Burhage 
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mittees of the playhouſe funds, were alſo at- 
tendants at the funeral; and, with unfeigned 
forrow, regretted the toſs of ſo great an or- 
nament to their profeſſion, and ſo munificent 


a benefactor to their charitable inſtitution.® 


CHAP. Ll 


View of Mr. Garrick's goneral char after —Can- 
„Allen, — 
Motun, &. Superior ta: —_—_ 
and (ibbrer.—Idore hononred than 
ar foreiyn attors—Malience and. [lg ht 
dates of them—Mr. Garrick companed with 
Raſeins—HHis pre-eminence—Honaurs paid to 
Mr. Garricknot confinedio his namve cy 
My. Neckar, Mr. De St. Fir, and the duke 
| of Nivernois—Mr. Garrick's learning Im- 
, provements from his conflont wifitors—tadrs con 
 verſation—Contraſted with that of Foote—The 
ſervices which he did to ces Ir. Beigh- 
in charatter- -Mr. Garrick e a5 an 
| 1 


chapters, of Mr, Garrick, as an actor | 
a man, that it may ſeemunneceffaryto make 
any farther addition. And yet, ſome gene- 
ral view of ſo extraordinary a perſon, in 
* Forthe order of Mr. Gartic's funeril, ſee the 
Appendix. 5 
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which he muſt be, conſidered both as a man 
figuring in the world, and m rr Shar 
Pars) will in all probability, be 
ed. His public actions are ſo b 
ed with his private, that it will be no 
taſle to ſeparate them. Of his ſuperior elt 
in acting I have ſpoken fo largely, that lit- 
tle or nothing on that head muſt be given 
here, efpecially as I ſhall have an opportu- 
nity, in another place, to compare his the- 
atrical powers with thoſe of other actors, 
tis contemporaries.” N 
Without any dehnten to make invidi- 
ous compariſon, or with a view to leſſen the 
reputation of any man that is now, or ever 
has been, on the ſtage, it can with truth be 
averred of Mr. Garrick, that he was viewed 
by the world in al erg in a different light 
Crab all ectoly tins, or any other” tant, 
antient or modern. 
140 not now ſpeak of tis particular emi- 
rtence as a player, but of his great import- 
ance as à member of ſociety; 217 
ral worth, not of his ſingular talents. 1 57 
Amongſt the cornecdians of this conntry, 


whom 1 to compare with Gar- 


forbids me to go back to the 
deys of patre ; the condition of the 
players was then ſo mean, it ſeems, that 
they were conducted by the butler into the 
R n N 
Dramatic Miſeellanies. 

+ Pope's Preface to Shakefpeare. 


ſome 
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ſome regret, not placed at a lord's tablꝰ, or 
a lady's toilette. And yet this author might 
have known, that James the Firſt granted 
his royal licence to William Shakeſpeare, 
Richard Burbage, John Hemmings, Henry 
Condell, &c. whom he ſtiles his ſervants, 
and calls upon all magiſtrates. to aſſiſt them 
in the due performing of their plays and in- 
terludes; a favour, I preſume, not granted 
to mean fellows; of Mr. Pope's deſcription. 
Nor did this. great writer's, malignity to the 
players allow him to reflect, that Edward 
Allen, the munificent founder of Dulwich 
College, was a player, and the ſole propii-- 
ctor of his own theatre, which he built from 
the ground and that this man could not be 
worth leſs than 25,0001. a ſum then equal to 
100, oool. in our days,* and not inferior, up- 
on that account, to Mr. Garrick's fortune. 
But however valuable the players, in the 
days of Elizabeth and James the Firſt, might 
be, I ſhall not ſearch amongſt them for a 
rival to Mr. Garrick. Their ſucceſſors, in the 
reigns of Charles and James the Second, 
gained no advantage of eſtimation from their 
acting the licentious plays of Dryden, Ot- 
way, Lee, Wycherly, Behn, and Shadwell; 
and tho' Hart and Mohun, who had, by 


e "ior e 
characters, we are told, was ſo eminent in his profeſſi - 
on, that no country gentleman thought himſelf qua- 


lied for converſation without having an acquaintance 
with Dick Burbage. | n ; 
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their loyalty ie faghting bravely for their 
prince, and by wearing the honourable title 
of ſoldier, thrown a ho re upon their names, 
yet, I believe, we muſt not put them on a 
level with Mr. Garriek; nor can I compare 
with the ſplendour of his fame the fortunes 
and reputation of Betterton, that worthy 
man, and moſt excellent actor. 

The extreme licentiouſneſs of many plays, 
and the endleſs riots occaſioned by certain 
ladies wearing vizor maſks, kept from, the 
theatre a great number of fober and grave 
people, who deemed it a kind of contamt- 
nation to frequent a place ſo Irregular, de- 
bauched, and tumultuous. 

The Rev. Mr. Collier's ſhort View of the 
Stage produced a remakable, and almoſt in- 
ſtantaneous alteration in the language of the 
theatre; and the act of the 5th of queen 
Anne, by which the wearing of vizor maſks 
in the playhouſe was prohibited, was an ex- 
cellent ſupplement to the cenſures of the re- 
verend divine. The papers in the Tatler and 
Spectator contributed more, perhaps, than 
any thing elſe, to reform the taſte, and mend 
the morals of the age and of the theatre. 
Addiſon and Steele undertook a patron- 
age of plays and players N nr 
From this time we may date, not on a 
amendment of public' — fo far at 12 
as regards decency of behaviour and refine- 
'ment 2 language, but with the reformati- 
— of the poetica tribe, and their hterary 


7 offspring, 
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offspring, we muſt include a more regular 


of Warrington, and not far remote from the 


a 


and on auen. in their N ame 
tors. roy ent granted to Dogget, 
Wilkes, .and Cihber, .and another 1 
wards given to Booth, Wilkes, and Cibber, 
in conjunction with Sir Richard Steele, raiſed 
the conſequence. of the players much = 
than it had ever been; and amongſt 
acting patentees I muſt endeavour to find 
a rival to Mr. Garrick. 52 | 
Wilkes was a regular, affable, and well- 


| bred man, of plain goad underſtanding, but 


without any tincture of learning. His whole 
ambition was to excel in his profeſhon. He 
ſometimes went to court, but Was entirely 
unacquainted with the great. He was juſtly 
admired.as an actor, and loved as an honeſt 


man; but had no mark to diſeriminate him 
from any other private gentlemen. 


Pooth had great advantages/from birth 
and education: he was a relation of the earl 


title. He was a ſcholar, and a man of po- 
etical fancy, as his compoſitions in verſe, 
which are far from mean, will ſufficientiy 


5 115 profeſſional merit recommended him 
to lord Bolingbroke, who was ſo pleaſed with 


bis company and converſation, that he ſent 


- his. chanot to the door of the theatre every 


os to his country ſeat. It ws ay Sper 


Booth, that though he had then no charior 
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of his own, he commanded the carriages of 
bose l 

A ein t 
: theatre. From that ti ing 
kad ſoon after the death of Betterton, 
ens conſidered. —— tragedian of 
He grew purchaſed an 
eſtate and country houle at Cowley, near 
Uxbridge.. | 

Thus exalted to the highnſt-eminence af 
fame, accompanied with the acceſſion of 
wealth, it might be imagined that no ſuc- 
ceeding actor could eaſily riſe to a heighth 
ſo eminent, and ſo envied. But Booth, who 
had never before made any great figure in 
the world, after his marriage Wich Maſs Sant 
low, on whom he greatly doated, cultivated 
ſew or no friendſhips, reſorted to no puhlic 
places, except Button's and — Bedford 
coffee-houſes. No nei tlemen 
around his feat at Cowley, at leaſt very few 
of them, difturbed-himwith viſits or in vita- 
tions. Known only to a few, he could be 
valued only by a — He ſoon became in- 
dolent, was a loiterer at home, and ſolely 


wraps up in the abe en of is wiel 


There was in his look an apparent good 
neſs-of mind, which ſtruek every body that 
faw him. I have heard Mr. Delane, the 
ator; ſay, that when he entered the Bed- 
ford coffeehouſe, | at a time when it was 
frequented 


2+ » Afterwards bought by John Rich, Eſq. 
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tracted the eyes of every body, by the be- 
nevolence of his 'aſpe&, the grandeur of his 
Rep, and the dignity of his demeanour, To 
ſum up his character, he was an actor of 
genius, and an amiable man. 
- "Colley Cibber, the other patentee, to the 
reputation of an approved and ſucceſsful ac- 
tor, added the higher character of a diſtin- 
guiſhed dramatic writer, His merit in both 
capacities introduced him to perſons in high 
life, and made him free of all gay compa- 
nies. In his youth he was a man of great le- 
vity, and the conſtant companion of our 
young noblemen and men of faſhion in their 

ours of diſſipation; Cibber diverted them 

with his ſallies of humour and odd vivaci- 
ties. He had the good fortune, in advanced 

ie, to ſolace the cares of a great ſtateſman 
in his relaxations from buſineſs : Mr; Pel- 
ham loved a tete a tete with Colley Cibber; 
and, I think, the latter tells us ſo in the de- 
dication of his excellent Apology to that 
wiſe and honeſt miniſter. But an habitual 
love of play, and a rivetted attachment to 
pleaſure, rendered him not ſo agreeabe to 
perſons of a grave turn of mind; much leſs 
could he be an eligible companion to the 

moſt dignified of the clergy, and to the heads 
of the law, who courted the company 6f 
Mr. Garrick, and with whom he lived not 
on terms of permiſſion and ſufferance, but 
with freedom and familiarity. 


N * But 


* 


and ſo, Ates mig 
0 


unknown, 


Pan a 


But Colley, we are told, had the honour 
to be a member of the great club at White's; 
t any man, not quite 
o wore good cloaths, arid Pad 


lis money when he loſt it. But on what 
terms did Cibber live with this ſociety ? 
Why, he feafted | moſt ſumptuouſly, 'as' I 


have heard his friend Victor ay 
of triumphaat exultation, with 


with an air 
| hb Mr. Arthur 
and his wife, and gave eigliteen pence for 


| his dinner. After he had dined, when the 


club-room door was opened, and the laureat 
was introduced, he was ſaluted with the 


loud and joyous acclamation of © O king 


Coll! Corrie in, king Coll! Welcome, we 


come, king Colley?” ” And this kind of 


gratulation, Mr. Victor thought, was very 


gtacious, atid very honourabſe. 


I do not regard the vile aſperſions of that | 


ſour old critic, John Dennis, who, in a ler- - 


ard Steele) files Cibber an abandoned pro- 


ter to 2h) ar, (meaning Sir Rich- 


fligate. 


have heard, from better autho- 


nity than Dennis, that he was a man of great 


good nature and humanity. It is 


ſufficient 


to ſay, that, to the very dregs of old age, 


he was addicted to pleaſure. | 


From what has been ſaid, the reader will 
be convinced, that although, as an author, 


* 


0 


* 
- 
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Cibber ſtands on higher ground than Mr. 
Gatrick, in other teſpedts, be is greatly Eis 
mn © SHR . 


inferior. 


Vol. U. „„ 


@ ' 1 - @ * 4a % „ & , * 
6 wy 


rp 


Aerni 4 


ſ "A 1 THY 


. 4113 THE 3 Fr 6 A 4 
266 THE LIFE OF 


the Italian improviſatori, or the repreſenters 
of the burletta; nor ſhall I diſgrace Mr. 
Varrick ſo far, as to compare him to the he- 
roes of the opera ſtage, whoſe merit conſiſts 
in modulation of yoice, and whoſe dignity 
_ reſults from their accumulation of riches... 
The French are generous pattons of the 
drama, and pay not only attention, but re- 
ſpect, to players of fuperior rank. Moliere 
Was eſteemed an excellent actor in comedy, 
and was, at the lame time, a great author: 
he was indeed, as Boileau and Racine told 
Louis XIV. the glory and boaſt of his reign: 
all Europe could not then produce any dra- 
matic writer equal to him; and, I believe, 
our beſt otitics are agreed, that he is ſecond 
to Shakeſpeare alone; but as a player, and 
. man of eminence, followed, courted and 
. carefled by the greateſt and the graveſt men 
of a nation, he falls infinitely ſhort of a 
. Garrick. Louis knew Moliere's worth, and 
rewarded his merit, though not ſo amply 
as a prince ought to have done who penſion- 
ed the learned over all Europe. yy pen 
verſed often with him, and even ſometimes 
gave him a hint for a character.“ The 
* Particularly in the Facheaux. After the firſt re- 
preſentation 
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t prince of Condè admired Moliere, and 
many of the nobleſſe were his patrons; but 
5 — by no means their companion, or 
adinitted to an equality of converfation and 
friendſhip, as Gatrick was with la duke of 
Devonſhire, an earl of Chatham, and Geo rg 
lord Littleton. No firſt preſident of t 
t of Paris: ever aid a Viſit to Mo- 
liere; much leſs would he take a bed at his 
- houſe, as a lord chancellor and a lord chief 
Juſtice of England have with Garriek; they 
er but his occaſional 
odgers. 
| — vain did Louis endeaveur to place the 
humane and generous Moliere, for ſuch he 
was, above the pre ſudices HHH aroſe from 
his n of actor. To honour him as 
| hi ghly as his condition would'permit, he ap- 
- Srited him one of the gentlemen of his 
ber. But this poſt, Which was 
deſigned to place him above reproach, ex- 
poſed him only to a very groſs affront; for 
when, — — euſtom of France, | ; 
he went to aſſiſt at the making up the kin 2 1 4 
bed, his partner refuſed to join in 
with him, on account of his Lang a player. 
*It Is tre, the whey veſented the gentleman” S 


on of rhis p* 


ce, Luan told Moliere, 
to the Comte de 8 


ye Court, a remarkable —_— 
ere's another character of an impertinent.“ 

3 exhibited him the very next time the play was — 

ed; and had the addreſs to obtain the terms ofthe chace, 


of whieh be was ignorant, from the t himſelf. 
N 2 inſolence, 


i 


— * * £ _— — on — a 
„ee IO 
i tay, 2 


mm .. 


_ eſt and noble 
are ſelected by them to expreſs the beauties 
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inſolence, but that could not wipe any 


Moliere's diſg race. 


The bigotted arch e Paris would 


have excommunicated, Molie re, not have 
honoured him with a viſit. Both our arch- 


biſhops ha ve frequently thought themſelves 


happy in being entertained at the Adelphi, 
or Hampton, by Mr. and Mrs. Garrick. 


But Michael Baron was the great actor of 
France, and ſome'reſpe$ will be due to the 


brother Roſcius of - Mr. | Garrick.” All the 
; hiſtorians. of the French ſtage ſpeak of Ba- 


ron as a prodigy of the theatre. The rich- 
epithets in their language 


of his action and elocution; he was careſſed, 

and almoſt idolized, by all France. Our 
own Roſeius had a competent ſhare of vanity, 
as moſt great artiſts have; but Baron's ido- 
latry of his ſuperior conſequence exceeded 


all limits of, credibility. It was a ſaying 
with this man, that nature, once every hun- 
dred years, produced a Cæſar, but ſhe took 


two thouſand to form a Baron. The ſtrong- 
eſt and moſt convincing proof of his merit 
was the prodigious applauſe which the peo- 


ol Paris gave him when he returned to the 


ſtage* in the. 68th year of his 1. after 
n it 90 near nen ferne conti- 


4 [ , . A 4 
10 1277 oP 14 ieee 51.368 


* Baron aſs ired to the honour Which Kis maſter, Mo- 


at” for had — yed, of being one of the gentlemen of 


r to the * or ſome other poſt 5 — 
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nued to charm all France to his 77th year, 
when he was ſuddenly taken ill upon the 
ſtage, in a very favourite part: he died a- 
bout two months after. 

Baron was the great favourite of the 
young nobility of France, and converſed 
vith them freely and familiarly. His man- 
ner of living was ſplendid; he kept his 
coach, and pla yed high. He had' amaſſed. 
great riches 4 his acting, beſides en 25 
ing a great penſion beſtowed on him by 
king, and preſents from the princes of the 
blood. But however exalted Baron was by 
himſelf and others, his companions - of the 
nobility made him ſometimes feel. the infe- 
riority: of bis ſituation. He once offered to 
bett a 3 fum of money with a noble 
man of high rank. This as bold and un- 
expected: the prince, looking at him with 
ſome-ſurprize, fd, Have at you, Mon- 
ſieur Britannicus !” a part Baron acted in one 
of Racine's; plays. He was very intimate 
with the Matquis de Biron, and often his 
| companion in his parties of pleaſure, | The 
marquis's. ſervants one day fell out with the 
coachmanand valꝰt of Baron, and beat them. 
Baron complained to the marquis of this af- 
front: My lord,“ ſaid he, your people 
4 have ill treated my e The fami- 


167 
bly perſon: the, rice "of LR would 75% ſuffer him to 

on 15 a compliſhments o player which 
wat bad 2 10 Lreatalt comic writer of France. 
"Ivy this refuſal, Baron lef, the ſtage in diſguſt. 


N by liarity 


of a MO MAY | 
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liarity of the addreſs, and the ſu opoſtd equa- 
lity which was preſumed to be . in 
the words your People and my people, offended 
the nobleman ; and when Baron repeated 
the charge, he turned to him with this ſe- 
vere reproof, My good dear Baron, what 
* would you beat? Som tell me how you 
came to have any people at all.“ Nr. | 
Garrick's manner of living with oun nobility 
was of a different kind from Barons; it was 
with dignity and eaſe: unaſſuming in bis 
manner, he was always counted 4a uſe that 
freedom and familiarity which bis modera- a 
tion and on ſenſe declined. 
Bruyere, after obſerving that 3 
ns — was not diſhonourable, 
though: held in a degree of inſamy amonꝑſt 
the Komans, makes this obſervation: We 
(ſays he) © think of the players as the Ro- 
“ mans did, but we behave to them after 
« the manner of the Greeks. What Fhave 
related of Moliere and Baron does not, Iima- 
gine, eſtabliſh this reflection of Bruyere: * ' 
It is true, that the Greeks did not think 
acting a diſqualification for any office of the 
ſtate, civil or military ; and the ; 
with which Domoſthenes overwhelms l- 
chines, in his celebrated oration De Corona, 
on account of his acting, are not levelled at 
the cofeſhon itſelf, but againſt the man: 
ou” fays. Demoſthenes was a bad ac- 
« tor — inferior pants; 1 hiſſed you. for 


your 3 and the W 2 
| cc ti 
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* tiſed you ſeverely on the ſame ac- 


* count.“ F 

And now there remains only the proto- 
type of all the great actors, Roſcius himſelf, 
to whom I can, with any hope of approach- 
ing to equality of character, compare Mr. 
Garrick. The many high encomiums be- 


ſtowed on this wonderful player by Cicero 


and others, juſtly exalt him in the opinion 
of all men. His integrity, modeſty, libe- 
rality and generoſity, were as great eſſentials 


- 
o 


. 


* 


in his character as his ſkill in playing. 
- this 


Ciceto computed the annual gains of thi 
actor at 5ooo!.* was the generoſity 
of his temper, that, for the laſt ten years of 


which the public had beſtowed on him, he. 
acted without any fee or reward. Tf 


- 


Middleton Cicero, Vol. I. 
+ The fortune of the Roman actor muſt dave been 


which he gave, produced a ſingle diſh con puted by 
Dr. Arbuthnot N worth no Iſs than 484 Jl. I 


which, to enhance the value of it, he put ſinging birds. 
At this we muſt not be ſurpriſed ; for theſe aRors were 
not only the favourites of the great lords df the world, | 
but were admired, courted and carefſed by the kings 
allied to Rome, and the tributary princes of the Roman 


N4 his 


empire. 


The people of Rome (ſays Cicero, ſpeak- 
ing of Roſctus) eftcem him. to be'a mere 
excellent citizen than an actor; and While 


atly ſuperior to that of Mr. Garrick; in alFproba- ' 
ik. y, it was more than 20 times as large; for Roſciuss 
friend /Efopus, the trageiiian, at a grand entertainment 


10s. in 


. 
* 


his life, fully ſatisfied with the emoluments - 


f 


N by : 8. — 5 | EY 
: . P 
\ 
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his wonderful ſkill places him at the head of 
his profeſſion, : his moderation and virtue 
render him wot thy of a place in the ſenate®. 
Valerius Maximus aſſures us, that Roſcius 
did not only gain the favour of the common 
people, but was admitted to the friendſhip of 
perſons in the higheſt rann 
I grant that Roſcius was a man of the 
moſt reſpectable character in private life, 
as well as a conſummate actor, admitted to 
the friendſhips of the greateſt men of the 
greateſt, people in the world. But as the 
actor in England is not in a degree of hu- 
miliation like that of a comedian of Rome, | 
there is ſtill, a degrading condeſcenſion in | 
thoſe honours paid to Roſcius, to Which a 
Garrick muſt be a ſtranger. The Engliſh- . 
man merits, and boldly, though modeſtly, 
puts in his claim. The Roman merits too, 
and humbly ſolicits. Roſcius, we Know, 
frequented the levees of the great; and he 
might poſſibly have ſupped with Cæſar, Ci- 
cero, and Lucullus, though we have no re- 
cord to prove ſuch a ſuppoſition; nor can 
we ſuppoſe that theſe great men were ever 
entertained by Roſcius; but we know with 
certainty, that perſons of the moſt elevated 
rank in the kingdom, as well as the greateſt 
and braveſt of our generals and admirals, 
have dined with Mr. Garrick, and thought 
it no favour conferred upon him, nor any 
mark of condeſcenſion in them. The Ro- 
- | * Ciceronis Oratio pro Q. Roſcio Comedo. 
| man 
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man actor. was in a Rate of patronage ; Th 
Engliſh comedian ſeems to have merited. 
and commanded equalit . 
But the honour̃s paid to Garrick were not 
confined to his own country; foreigners of 
the firſt rank, and great miniſters, have 
ſought his friend p, from the report of his 
general worth, When in France, he was in- 
timat2,with Mr. Neckar, the great financier 
and with Mr. De St. Foix; with theſe ſtatet⸗ 
den. and they ladies, Mr. Garrick often 
correſponded:. "Rr 
Ide duke de Nivernois, when, ambalſador 
planipptentiary in Epgjand. from, the court 
of Verſailles, Haid: the higheſt reſpect to our 
Roſcius, and made n tain- 
ment ſor him and Mrs. rick.;-and, I be- 
lieve, accepted an, invitation to, dine with 
them at Hampton. There was fcarce any f- 
reign ambaſſador that ap mala onus 5 
to be acquainted with this ſingular genius. 
What were the qualities of Garrick's mind, 
and what were the perſonal accompliſnments 
which, attracted the love and reſpect of the 
greateſt. and worthicit part of mankind, it 
will be natural to enquire. A found under- 
ſtanding; great propriety of behaviour; at- 
tention to pleaſe, without meanneſs or offi- 
ciouſneſs; a power to delight, without tranſ- 
greſſing the laws of decency; a conftant uni- 
Ho and regular conduct thro' life; a firm- 
neſs. of temper not dazzled with the ſplendor 
of high rank, tho! ever attentive to what 
5 | 1 was 


oY 


* 
ba 
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was due to ſuperiority. A creditdue to a man 
poſſeſſed of a large fortune acquired by his 
ability and induſtry, and preferved' by rati- 
e,, 290090 ont ae 
His capacity was more extenſive than his 
learning, and his knowledge much greater 
than could be expected from a man ſo beſet 
with various btfineſs. Mr. Walmſley recom - 
mended him to Mr. Colſon as a good ſcho- 
lar, and I ſuppoſe he meant by it, that he 
had made a conſiderable -proficiency in the 
Latin language. Mr. Garrick aſſured me 
that he was once maſter of all the original 
Greek words; and tlits Dr. Johnſon in part 
confirmed, for he knew, he ſaid, that Walm- 
ſley had made him a preſent of the Racines 
Grecques, on condition that he ſhould get 
by heart a certain portionof them every day. 


le was a maſter of the French language, 


and ſpoke it fluently ; he underſtood Italian, 
but could not long maintain à converſation 
in it; Spaniſſi he could read, but, I believe, 
with ſome Giffculty. A mind like his was 
continually improving from the company 
with wich he was conſtantly ſurrounded. 
His houſe was a rendezvous for excellence of 
every kind; for lights of the church, and 
ghardians of the laws; for the learned, the 
elegant, the polite, and the accompliſhed in 
all arts and fciences, ſo chat he was continu- 
ally drawing from the great fountains of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge; from Warburton and 
Hurd; from Camden and Mansfield; * 

| ö the 
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the earl of Cheſterfield and ann e lord Liyt; 
tleton; from Dr. Samuel obnfon and Ed- 
mund Burke ; from 1 UBS and Char 
les Fox; from Sir Joſhua Reynolds and Sir 
William Chambers; from the two Drs. War- 
ton; from Mr. Maſon and Mr. Caddock ; 
from Mr. Paul and Mr. William Whitehead; 
from Mr. Cambridge and Mr. Coleman; 
from Dr. Douglas and the dean of Carliſle; 
from Dr. Robertſon and Mr. Wedderburne; 
and from all that were eminent for. their 
worth, and diſtinguiſhed by their genius. 
From ſuch companions, the mind of a 
Garrick, ſtrong in its own natural force, re- 
ceived a large acceſſion of the moſt extenſive 
and uſeful knowledge, and an exhauſtleſs 
treaſure of topics for conyerſation. His man- 
ner of converſing was exceedingly pleaſing, 
not only from the matter of wah his TD 
| were compoſed, but his manner of uttering 
them. Pope, from the ſweetneſs and ſoftn 

of his tones in converſation, was called the 
Nightingale; Garrick, from the briſk and 
chearful melody of his pronunciation, might 
with propriety be termed the Lark. | : __ 
He was not ſhining, nor ſo exuberant 
in his manner of converſing, as his acquaint; 
ance.Foote; but he was more agreeable, not 
vol, y his not overpowering, the company 
with the ſuperiority and brilliangy of his wit, 
but by his moderation in the uſe of thoſe ta; 
lents of which he was maſter. Foote. was not 
ſatisfied without ſubduing his gueſts; Mr. 
Garrick 


Fer, 
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Garrick confined his power of converſing to 
the art of making every man pleaſed with 
him.” The converfation of Foote reſembled 
a great furnace, whoſe heat was fo intenſe, 
that it obliged you to ſtand at a diftance 
from it; that of Mr. Garrick may be com- 
pared to a fire, which diffuſes its heat gent- 
and comfattably all over the apartment. 
Foote's images of ridicule, and portraits of 
characters, were ſtrong, vigorous, and re- 
ſembling; but the hearer always felt a mix- 
ture of pain with his pleaſure, leſt he alſo 
ſhould be made in his turn the fuhject of de- 
riſion. Garrick excelled in telling apt and 
lively ſtories, and in drawing characters full 
of groteſque and burleſque images; his hu- 
mour was pleafing, becauſe it was not con- 
fined to particular ſatite, but diverted to 
general objects. Foote was a better ſcholar 
than Garrick, and could diſcuſs a learned ar- 
gument with claſſical authority: Garrick 
reaſoned concluſively, but never ventured 
beyond his depth. Foote broke down every 
fexce of morality, decency, and religion; 
and, to infure a laugh, would deal in ſcan- 
dal, obſcenity, and profaneneſs: Garrick al- 
ways paid a proper reſpect to himſelf and 
his company, by avoiding diſcourſe which 
would give offence, to piety and good rnan- 
ners. Foote" raiſed” admiration and loud 
mirth: Garrick gained conſtant approbation, 
and excited pleaſing chearfulneſs. 


Foote 
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Foote was much admired and reſorted to 
by perſons of the higheſt quality; what uſe/ 
he made of his acquaintance  ſhal} not en- 
quire, for I wiſh not to draw any invidious' 
parallels, I ſhall only aſſert what I certainly 
know of Mr. Garrick, from his many and 
great connexions with perſons of quality and 
rank; that no man, except a prime miniſ. 
ter, had ſuch ability to ſerve a number of 
52ople as himſelf; and I will with boldneſs 
aver, that no man exerted that influence to 
the well-being of others, more pertinaciouſſy 
than Mr. Garrick; towards the proſecuting 
this benevolent buſineſs, the activity of his 
mind, and the generoſity of his temper, 
equally contributed. Amidft the various toils 
of a painful occupation, he always found lei- 
fure to promote the happineſs of others; 
in this he ſeemed to take uncommon delight. 
He was never weary of the divine office of 
doing good. He loved and encouraged the 
elegant arts of painting, ſculpture, &c. he 
promoted the intereſts of its profeſſors to the 
utmoſt of his ability. Such authors as appli- 
ed to him were ſure to have his intereſt. 1 
ſhall only mention, on this head, the very 
large ſubſcription he obtained for Mr. Lloyd: 
The man who never denied a favour to' 
others, could not be refuſed when he be- 
came a ſollicitor himſelf. PR * 
Should I relate half the ſervices which Mr. 
Garrick effected for others, by his conſtant 
and unwearied application to his noble and 


powerful 
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powerful acquaintance, I ſhould greatly ex- 
cxed the. bounds I have. preſcribed to. my 
hiſtory. I will juſt mention one, on accaunt 
of its ſingularity : Mr. Beighton, the honeſt 
vicar of Egham, was a man peculiar in his. 
outward figure, and in his manner of con- 
verſation; he had an odd ruſtic a 1 7 85 
and talked in the broad dialect of Yorkſhire. 
Under this plain form he concealed a good- 
neſs of heart, which ſhewed itſelf in a rea- 
dineſs to do any office of kindneſs in his 
reach, and a vein of humour in his conver- 
ſation which was more entertaining from its 
being unexpected. In his garden he had a 


8 great variety of exotic plants, and in his li- 


brary a collection of very valuable books, 
elegantly bound. His income was ſmall, and 
made leis by the generoſity of his temper ; 
he gave of his little ſtore to all who came to 


viſit his library and plants. No private cler- 


gyman was known to more people of faſhi- 
on, or more beloved than he; and yet, tho” 
all men promiſed to ferve him, by getting 
him an additional living to his ſmall vicarage, 
nothing was done for him by his great and 
noble friends. The late duke of Cumberland 
knew him well, and valued him much ; he 
eretted a chapel near Windſor Lodge, with 
a view to employ him as his chaplain; but 
the duke's death prevented his generous and 
pious intention. Mr. Garrick was the friend 
and conſtant viſitor of Mr. Beighton. No 
ſooner was lord chief juſtice Pratt appointed 

| | chancel- 
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to him in favour 
ightan his lordſhip, without any 
ted him with the firſt living 
that fell to his gift. This was for the remain- 
der of his life, which was nat long; a con- 
ſiderable relief to a man far advanced in 

and greatly afflicted with the gout. 
It enabled tim to part with a ſmall curacy, 
in a place at ſome diſtance from his vicarage, 
— — he was co to doduty every other 
Sunday. 

Mr. Gurrick, asan author, who wrote fo 
much, and tried his ſkill.in ſo many differ- 
ent ſpecies of writing, could not, perha 
be of the firſt clais in any one, though heh 
ſhewn- proofs of genius in all. In epigram, 
ode, comedy, farce; in eflays, in letters, 
prologues and epi] 

Many of his epigrams have the ſpirit and 
turn of Martial. His ode: on Mr. Pelham's 
death has more good ſenſe: than poetical fan- 
cy, though in that it is not deficient. His 
ſhare in the Clandeſtine Marriage has not 
been aſcertained, but the character of Lord 
Ogilby is generally allotted to him; and 
that, I believe, is allowed to be a maſter- 
piece. There was a difficulty which attended 
the drawing this character, from his having 
given in his Lethe another admirable cha- 
racter of a quality debauchee, Lord Chalk- 
ſtone. In moſt of his dramatic pieces there 
is to be found real character, though not al- 
r. . well drawn; diſcrimination of 

humour, 


chancellor, than he a 
of Mr. Bei 
heſitation; 
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humour, modiſfi affectation, — fol 
ly, or ſome irregular - gaiety of the times. 


He was a perfect maſter of ſtage oconomy: ; 


he rarely offends in the conduct of bis — 
and the — management of his ſcenes; 
and to all his other dramatic excellencies he 
added decency and morality: His prologues 
and epi logues are an excellent ſupplement 
to the hiſtory of the times; they preſent to 
us certain domeſtie facts, to Mich dur gra- 
ver writers cannot ſtoop. Theſe little pieces 
of poetry contain, if I may, be allowed the 
expreſſion, | the farcical tranſactiuns of the 
age. The author catches at every new ob- 
ject of ridicule as it riſes, and paints it: with 
humour and truth. I will not ſay there is as 
in theſe, productions as 


in thoſe of the ſame ſpecies, by Dryden; 


but 1 will venture to affirm, they contain 
much more information, and more mir th. 

Thoſe who can trace his letters and eſſay sin 
the news- papers, will find many juſt ohſei- 
vations and acute criticiſms on manners, 
cuſtoms, and characters. His vein of plea- 
ſantry is eaſy, flowing, and original. Many 
of his epitaphs are well ritten and ande- 


riſtical. 


After all, though his general dete as 


a writer is very reſpectable, it ſeems; to be 
leſſened by the greatneſs of his reputation 


as a comedian. Moliere was a good actor, 
but his ſuperior fame as an author, has ob- 


ſcured bis merit as a player. Baron was a 
| ſucceſsful 
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ſucceſsful writer, though not equal in gene- 


ral power and variety to Mr. Garrick; yet 


his comedies are much applauded for a per- 
fect knowledge of the ſtage, for vivacity o 


9 


dialogue, and variety of incident. Baron does 


not often preſent great and maſterly por- 
traits, but he copies from nature certain ori- 
ginal characters, as offenſive and importu- 
nate in ſociety as they are diverting on the 


ſtage. I chiefly allude, in this account of his 


endevous des les Tuilleres, Les Enleyeſ- 
ments, La Coquette, Le Jaloux. The rea- 


plays, to L'Homme à bonne fortune, Le 


der of Baron's plays will perceive, that he, 
ud 


like Garrick, ed the world as well as 


the ſtage. But the French ſcarce ever ſpeak 


of him as an author; his great fame as an 


actor has entirely engroſſed their ideas of 


him; and people ſeldom give themſelves 


time to parcel out their attention in favour 


of the ſame man; the greater object ſwal- 


lows up the leſs. 
Not to have ſome faults with ſo much in- 


trinſic worth, would have exceeded the lot 


of humanity. His virtues ſo greatly prepon- 
derate when weighed with his defects that 
it would be folly to conceal them; and yet 
he was not without failings which his friends 
wiſh he had been free from. | | 
| His faults were partly conſtitutional, and 
partly profeſſional : I mean by the latter 
ſuch as ariſe from a man's buſineſs. A phy- 


ſician, for example, though a gentleman,” 
| and 


'/ * 
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and a man of ſtrict honour, will not tell his 
patient, unneceſlarily, that his diſtemper is 
of an alarming nature. Mr. Garrick, as a_ 
manager of a theatre, who had variety of 
commerce with authors, actors, painters, 
ſcenemen, &c. &c. thought himſelf oblig- 
ed, often, to be on his guard againſt innu- 
meraþle requeſts, queſtions, claims, and pe- 


titions, of a thouſand people. The quickneſs 


of his conceptions, and the precipitance of 
his temper, obliged him to make uſe of that 
caution, which ſome perſons think degene- 
rated into art. I do not remember, that in 
the younger part of his life, and before he 
was a manager, that he had any notable he- 


ſitation of ſpeech, which afterwards was ſo 


univerſally obſerved in him. Had he embra- 
ced a more decided conduct in his manage- 
ment of the theatre, he would, in all 22 

bility, have had fewer hours of vexation. 
With all his prudence, he ſometimes could 


not check the warmth of his temper, which 


would break out into unguarded expreſſions. 
Of this impropriety he generally was ſenſi- 


ble, and made ample reparation to the per- 


fon whoſe mind he had diſturbed, Little and 
peeviſh marks of diſpleaſure would ſome- 
times eſcape from him at rehearſals; but 


When he was not ruffled by any trifling ac 


cident abroad; (which, it muſt be owned, 
was frequently) he wauld, during the inter- 
vais of buſineſs, enliven the whole theatre 
by his gajety and mirth, which ſhewed 2 

Menn. 98 9 all 
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ſelves in a, thouſand ſhapes, in jeſts, bon 
mots, apt ſtories, and viyacities, all thrown 
out in a manner ſo pleaſing, fo frolickſome 
and original, that all were made happy by: 
n umdour. 

he great ſenſibility of his temper was 
often a great ſnare to him; it was a temp- 
tation to thoſe who had no feeling, to take 
advantage of what i is really an honour to 
human nature. 
Senſibility is the beſt proof of a good 
rains > an earneſt to the public, that he 
les it has a great reverence and 

hae & for the public. He, indeed, carried. 
this quick ſenſe or 3 of the mind too 
far: a falſe report would alarm him; a pa- 
ragraph or a letter in a news- paper,. or a 
mphlet, would, for a time, greatly affect 
3 Many that knew his weakneſs in this 
reſpect, would take ungenerous advantages 
of it. He had juſtly acquired a very great 
reputation, _ he feared left the baſe, un- 
founded aſperſions of men, who had no cha- 
racter of their own to loſe, ſhould make 
more im n on the world than it was 
poſſible they could. It has been ſaid, that 
neither 3 Booth, Wilkes, nor Cib- 
ber, were hurt by ſuch arrows as were ſure 
to wound NT. Garrick. 1 2 on peruſal 
of ſome pamphlets relatin 45 atre, 
that 1 was, of all players, my hap»: 
pily exempt from public — arg ; he was ſo 
greatly fortunate in pleaſing all ranks of * 
ple, 
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ple, that he was called /nfallible Tom, a name 
which I remember to have ſeen given him 
in an old ballad, written, I think, in the 
reign of Ct arles II. Booth would not trou- 
ble himſelf with the management of the 
ſtage, and Wilkes confided in Cibber; ſo 
that all the ſquibs'in news-papers and pam- ' 
Phlets, from the year 1711 to 1733, were 
aimed at Cibber alone, who had luckily a 
callous temper which deſpiſed every attack 
from the preſs. However, it will be own- 
ed, that Mr. Garrick was a man of more 
conſideration in the eyes of the public, and 
conſequently in his own, than theſe great 
actors were, His fears increaſed with his 
fame: Nec minus periauum ex magna, quam 
ex mala ama. But if ſenſibility was really a 
fault, it was of the amiable kind 
But the precipitation of his temper hur- 
ried him, very often, into as unhappy diffi- 
culties as his too great ſenſibility. He was 
to be too ſoon ſtruck with any tking 
that offered to his mind; and he would, in 
the ardour of a moment, promiſe what 
his cooler reflections told him he ought 
not to perform; nay, he would be ſome- 
times betrayed into piomiſing what indeed 
he neither could, nor ought, to fulfil. This 
failing accompanied him, mote or leſs, 
through life, and brought along with it 
much vexation. In his diſpute with Mr. 
Macklin, from a regard to impartiality, 1 
have decided againſt Mr. Garrick ; but 
, every 
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every candid perſon will, on reflection, be 


convinced, that though he did not fulfil his 
agreement with that actor, he had no inten- 
tion, originally, to deceive or miſlead. He 
had entangled himſelf in a web, thro' which 
he could not eſcape without breaking it. 
His worſt fault was jealouſy, which was 
in him little leſs than envy, that hateful diſ- 
eaſe of the mind, from which few: men are 
exempt, yet what all mendiſown; for I never 
knew any man, but one; who had the ho- 
neſty and courage to confeſs that he had a 
tincture of envy in him“. He, indeed, 
generouſly owned that he was not a ſtran- 
ger to it, at the ſame time he declared that 
be endeavoured to ſubdue it. 
Mr, Garrick, who. ſcarce ever had a com- 
petitor, and, perhaps, will never have an 
equal, was weak. enough to, be. alarmed at 
every ſhadow of a fival. Though, in the 
opigion of the world, ke doe eke a pe 
deſtal, looking down upon, all actors as his 
1nferiors; yet, ſometimes, from the impulſe 
of theatric jealouſy, he would condeſcend 
to raiſe the meaneſt ſhrub of the ſtage to 
a level with himſelf. This ſeems. to have 
been a Proper uniſhment for his want of 
candour; for I never; remember to have 
heard him ſprzak, warmly in the commen- 
dation of any actor, living or dead. If 
great examples can gxculs or alleviate a 
Kault ſo unworthy of ſuch a man, we can 
bring a Pope, an Addiſon, and many others, 
| to 


— 
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to ſpeak for him, who were equally guilty, 
with a much greater degree of illlwill. 
Mir. Garrick had, I believe, a ſovereign 
contempt for the players who lived hy in 
him, ' more eſpecially the tragedians. The 
falſe tafte and ranting peculiarities of forme 
Rage heroes, 'who were in poſſeſſion of the 
great charactets when he firſt tried his for- 
Tune on the ſtage, might probably lead him 
into a perſuaſion that the predeoeſſors of 
theſe men were like them: but Mrs. Cib- 
ber and Mrs. Pritchard, who had preceded 
him ſix or ſeven years, were ſuch inſtances 
of n he ought to have 
judged more "liberally, ''Quin, indeed, he 
cried up to the ſkies for a great Falſtaff; but 
this was but feanty praiſe of a man who ex- 

celled'fo variouſly. 3: fr 
But however low he might eſtimate the 
abilites of lis conte tes, I never heard 
that he treated any of them, when under 
Bis direction, with unfairneſs. He who 
Alone was worthy the name of a competitor 
to Mr. Garrick, was Mr. Barry; in ſome 
few parts, it will not be difputed, I believe, 
that he excelled him. But the manager's 
conduct to him always indicated his inclina- 
tion to be on the beſt terms with ſo valuable 
an actor. Barry gave but very unſatisfac- 
3 as I have been N for quit- 

ting Mr. Garrick in 1750, and engag! 
with Mc. Rich, e n 
Moſſop 
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Mlij;ſſop was an actor of merit; and though 
his recitation and action were not entirely 
approved by Mr. Garrick, yet this unhappy 
gentleman did himſelf infinite harm by liſ- 
tening to the flatteries of thoſe who exalted 
him to a rivalſhip with his maſter : had he 
taken his counſel, he might, in all probabi- 
lity, have been alive. now, and in affluent 


. . 4 ö 


circumſtances. + l 

Mr. Garrick was too apt to liſten to ſto- 
ries and idle tales that were brought to 
him, of what this man did, or that man 
ſaid of him, or any of his actors; all ſuch 
fort of news he greedily ſwallowed; though, 
at the ſame time, he was laying a plot to 
hurt his own mind. Many things will be 
ſaid of every man, thet no man ſhould be 
ſollicitous to know; but ſhould rather 
check the officious tale-bearer, who peſters 
him with what muſt give him more uneaſi- 
_ neſs than pleaſure — 4 As he Was warm 
in his friendſhip, he was ſincere in his reſent - 
ments, and not eaſily pacified when he felt 
or apprehended any degree of ingratitude ; 
however, to his honour it muſt be owned, 
that he was far from implacability, as ſeve- 
ral could teſtify, who gave him great and 
unmerited provocation. all 
His manner of ſiving was ſplendid, 
though ſomewhat below his income, as be- 
came a prudent man. By ſome he was ſaid 
to be parſimonious, nay, avaricious: others 
gave out that he made too great and oſten- 
tatious 
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tatious a parade of magnificence, unbe- 
coming the condition of a player. To at- 
tempt to pleaſe all the world, would be juſt 
as idle, as to deſpiſe its cenſures when found- 
ed upon truth or probability. Mr. Garrick 
kept a plentiful table; he rejoiced to ſee his 
friends at his board; he kept horſes and 
carriages, and had 'a number of ſervants, 
and equipage, ſuch as became a man of his 
large fortune; but all his expenſes were re- 
gulated by the ſtricteſt ceconomy. * 
The abborrence of profuſion and waſte 
he imbibed from his earlieſt years; and this 
moderation, during that tide of wealth 
which flowed" in upon him conſtantly, en- 
abled him to do many acts of kindneſs and 
charity. No man ſeemed more anxious to 
get money, and none more willing to be- 
ſtow it generouſly. To thoſe who knew 
the ſums he conftantly gave away, it would 
appear, that his ſole end of acquiring wealth 
was for the benefit of others. I ſhall not 
talk of his more public charities and contri- 
© butions; I mean ſuch actions only as were 
leſs known to the world; his benevolence. 
was not a ſudden ſtart of humour, as ſhewed 
itſelf in ſuch acts of fayour as proceed from 
ſudden whim and caprice; his bounty re- 
ſembled a large, noble, and flowing river, 


Trluʒat glorify'd the banks which bound it in. 
It was a very honourable circumſtance of 
his life, that in the very dawnings of ſuccefs, 


when 
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when he firſt taſted of Fortune's favours, 
and had acquired a very moderate portion 
of riches, he opened his hand to thoſe who 
ſollicited his kindneſs, and was ready to aſ- 
ſiſt all who applied to him. His mind was 
ſo bountiful, that he ſcarce knew what it 
was to deny. He was once ſollicited by a 
friend to give a trifle to a poor widow. He 
aſked how much he ſhould give. About two 
guineas. No, that I will not. Why, then, 
ve what you pleaſe. He preſented his 
fend — a bank note of gol. Of this I 
- :ſhoulddeſpiſe the mention, if it were a mat- 
ter of rarity and wonder. A gentlewoman, 
who had known him from his youth, and 
had been acquainted with his relations at 
Litchfield, applied to him for aſſiſtance in 
her neceſſities. He made her a preſent of 
one hundred pounds. He had ſeveralalmo- 
ners, to whom he gave ſums 5 to 
diſtribute to ſuch objects as they \ 4.97 — 
Heaven only knows the extent of that be 
ficence which flowed continually from this 
large-minded man. 

There are two remarkably generous deeds | 
of Mr. Garrick, which are fo well authenti- 
cated, that it would be am act of injuftice to 
his memory to conceal them from the world. 
A gentleman of faſhion, and a man univer- 
ſally beloved and eſteemed, borrowed five 
— pounds of Mr. Garrick, for which 
ſum he gave his note of hand. By ſome vi- 
cilſitude of fortune the affairs of this gentle« 

Vol. II. O man 
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man were greatly diſtreſſed; his friends and 
relations, who loved him, were determined 
to free him from his uneaſineſa, by ſatisfying 
his creditors. A day of meeting for that 
purpoſe was appointed, on which they were 
to be very chearful. Mr. Garrick heard of it, 
and inftead of taking advantage of the infor- 
mation to put in his claim, he incloſed the 
500l. note in a letter, in which he told the 
gentleman, that he had been informed, that 
a jovial meeting was to take place between 
him and his friends, and that it was to be a 
bonefire-day, he therefore defired he would 
conſign the incloſed note to the flames. 

The other anecdote is ſtill more to Mr. 
Garrick's honour. ' He was very intimate 
with an eminent ſurgeon, who died ſeveral 
years fince, a very amiable man, who often 
dined and ſupped with Mr. and Mrs. Gar- 
rick. One day after dinner the gentleman 
declared, that his affairs were in ſuch a 
fituation, that without the aſſiſtance of a 
friend, who would lend him a thouſand 
pounds, he ſhould be at a loſs what to do. 
A thouſand pounds! ſaid Mr. Garrick, that 
is a deviliſh large ſum; well now, pray 
hat ſecurity can you give for that money? 
Upon my word, replied the ſurgeon, no 
other than my own. Here's a pretty fellow, 
ſaid Roſcius, turning to Mrs. Garnck, he 
wants a thouſand pounds upon his perſonal 
ſecurity! Well, come, I'll tell you one 


thing for your comfort; I know a ___— 
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that at my defire will lend you a thouſand 
nds. He immediately drew upon his 
23 for that ſum, and gave the draft to 
his friend. Mr. Garrick never aſked for, 
or received a ſhilling of it. E tent 
Innumerable ſtories of humanity, gene- 
roſity, and charity, could be told of him, 
enough to fill a volume. I have heard Dr. 
Johnſon ſay, that he believed David Gar- 
rick gave away more money than any man 
in London. Some, perhaps, may call his 
charity oſtentation; be it ſo, but oftenta- 
tion is not avarice. Strip every man that 
does an act of kindneſs of the love of fame 
in doing it, and to what a-ſmall heap you 
will reduce that vaſt mountain of benevo- 
lence of which the world now boaſts! Such 
oſtentation as Mr. Garrick's, if it was oſten- 
tation, was a glorious virtue; and I hearti- 
ly wiſh he had many imitators. $19 
The true character of a man is always 
more accurately known to his neighbours 
than to the world at large; to thoſe who 
live with him, near him, and round about 
him, than to perſons at a diſtance. Go 
then, you who till entertain a doubt of 
Mr. Garrick's charity and benevolence ; go 
to Hampton, and learn what every inha- 
bitant of that village will ſay of him; they 
will tell you, from their own knowled 
and experience, that his loſs is generally 
and heavily felt; that it is ſo great, they 
cannot hope it will 4 ſoon repaired ; mo 
| ; 2 | the 
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the poor inhabitants of that place have, in 
him, loſt a kind friend and an affeclionate 
father; that his benefactions to them were 
continually increaſing; that, amongſt other 
inſtances of his paternal regard for the 
Poor, he had a few years before his death, 
inſtituted a little annual feaſt for children. 
Every firſt of May he invited all the chil- 
dren of the village to come into his garden; 
there he diſtributed to them large pieces of 
cake, with a ſmall preſent of money; and 
on this anniverſary, I have been told, it 
was his intention in future to have increaſ- 
ed his donations. He was as great a pro- 
digy of unlimited bounty, as of extenſive 
To conclude: No man of his profeflion 
had ever been ſo much the object of ad- 
miration; few men were ever more belov- 
ed; nor was any man better formed to 
adorn ſociety, or more ſincerely diſpoſed 
and qualified to ſerve mankind, than 
David Garrick. | 
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Mr. GanRIck's GENIUS and MERITS. 


70 Mr. Gaxatcr, at Mount Edgecombe, 
By the Earl of Cy ata an. 


T,ravs, Garrick, the rich landſkip, proudly gay, 
Docks, forts, and navies, bright'ning all the bay; 
To my plain roof repair, primeval ſeat! - 

Yet there no wonders your quick eyes can meet ; 
Save, ſhould you deem it wonderful to find, 
Ambition cur'd, and an unpaſſion'd mind; 

A ftateſman without pow'r and without gall, 

Hating no courtiers, happier than them all ; 

Bow'd to no yoke, nor crouching for applauſe ;* 
Vot'ry, alone, to freedom and the laws. 
Herds, flocks, and ſmiling Ceres deck our plain, 
And interſpers'd an heart- enlivening train 

Of ſportive children, frolic o'er the green 
Mean time pure love looks on and conſecrates the ſcene. 
Come then, immortal ſpirit of the ſtage, | 
Great Nature's proxy, glaſs of ev'ry age; 

Come, taſte the ſimple life of patriarchs old, 

Who, rich in rural peace, ne'er thought of pomp and 


Id. 
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At this man's (Mr. Walmſley) table I en- 
joyed many chearful and inftruftive hours; with com- 
panions ſuch as are not often to be found ; with ons 
who has lengthened, and one who has gladdened life: 
with Dr. James, whoſe ſkill in phyſic will be long re- 
membered ; and with David Garrick, whom I hoped to 
have gratified with this character of our common friend: 
but what are the hopes of man! I am diſappointed by 
that ſtroke of death which has eclipſed the gaiety of 
nations, and impoveriſhed the public ſtock of 2 


pleaſure. | 
Dr. Johnſon's Life of Edmund Smith, 


— — — 


e, therefore, of Great Britain, have more 
reaſon to congratulate ourſelves on two very ſingular 
phæœnomena; I mean, ap ma being able to 

urtray characters ſo very di as Falſtaff and 
Macbeth and Garrick's being able to perſonate ſo 
inimitably a Lear and an Abel Drugger. Nothin 
can more fully demonſtrate the extent and verſatility 
of theſe two original geniuſes. 
Dr. Warton's Eſſay on the Genius and Writings 
of Pope. 


. . ' 1 


W. WanitztnxaAD, Eſq; to Mr. Gaxxice. 


O N old Parnaſſus, t'other day, 

The muſes met to ſing and play; 

Apart from all the reſt were ſeen 

The tragie and the comic queen, 
Engag'd, perhaps, in deep debate 

On Rich's, or on Fleetwood's fate; 
When, on a ſudden, news was brought, 
That Garrick had the patent got, 

And both their ladyſhips again 

Might now return to Drury- lane. 
T bey bow'd, they ſimper'd, and agreed, 
They wiſh'd the project mig ſucceed ; . 


"Twas 
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"Twas very poſſible; the caſe . 

Was likely too, and had a face— 

A face | Thaka titt'ring cry'd, 

And could her joy no longer hide 
Why, ſiſter, all the world may ſee | 
How much'this makes for you and me; 
No longer now ſhall we expoſe 

Our unbought goods to empty rows, 

Or meanly . oblig'd to court 

From forewgn aid a weak ſupport ;. 

No more the poor polluted ſcene 

Shall teem with births of Harlequin; 

Or vindicated ſtage ſhall feel 

The inſults of the dancer's heel: 

Such idle traſh we'll kindly ſpare | 
To operas now—they'll want them there; 
For Sadler's-wells, they ſay, this year 
Mas quite outdone their engineer, 

Poh! you're a wag, the buſkin'd [ 
Reply'd and ſaul'd ; beſides tis rud 

To laugh at foreigners, you know, 

And triumph o'er à vanquiſh'd foe : 

For my part, I ſhall be content 

It things ſucceed as they are meant; 
And ſhould not be difpleas'd to find. 

Some changes of the tragic kind; 

And ſay, Thalia, mayn't we hope 

The ſtage may take a larger ſcope ?. 

Shall he, whoſe all-expreſſive pow'rs | 
Can reach the heights which Shakeſpeare ſoars, 
Deſcend to touch a lower key, ; 
And tickle ears with poetry ; | 

Where ev'ry tear is taught to flow 

Thro' many a line's melodious woe, 

And heart-felt pangs of deep diftreſs 

Are fritter'd into fimilies ? 

O thou! whom Nature taught the art 

To pierce, to cleave, to tear the heart, 
Whatever name delight thy ear, 
Othello, Richard, Hamlet, Lear, 

Q undertake my juſt defence, 

And baniſh all bat Nature hence! 

| 04 See! 
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See! to thy aid, with ſtreaming e 
The fair, aflicted Conſtance fn, 3 | 
Now wild as winds, in madneſs tears 
Her heavingbreaſts, and ſcatter'd hairs, 
Or low on earth diſduins relief, 
J With all the conſcious pride of grief. 
My Pritchard too, in — queen 
The goddeſs of the ſportive vein 
Here ſtopp'd her ſhort, and with a ſneer, 
My Pritchard, if you pleaſe my dear! 
Her * merit J confeſs, 
But ſurely mine's her proper dreſs: 
Behold her there, wi ith native eaſe, 
And native ſpirit, — to pleaſe; 
With all Maria's charms engage, 
Or Milwood's rants, or 'Toachwood's rages 
Thro' ev'ry foible trace the fair, 
Or leave the town, and toiler's care, 
To chant in foreſts unconfin'd, 
The wilder notes of Roſalind. 
O thou! where-eer thou fix thy priſe, 
Brute, Drugger, Fribble, 4 e 
O join with her in my behalf! 
And teach an audience when to laugh. 
So thall buffoons with ſhame repair, 
To draw in fools at Smithfield fair, 
And real humour charm the age, 
Tho' + Falſtaff ſhould forſake the ſtage 
She Spoke. Melpomone reply'd ; 
And much was Gila on either fide ; 
And many a chief and many a fair 
Were mention'd, to their credit, there. 
But T'lI not venture to diſplay 
What goddeſſes think fit to ſay; 
However, Garrick, this at leaſt - 
Appears by both a truth confeſt, 


| 
| 
| 


ꝶ6nk 


* Mrs. Cibber in the . of Lady Conſtance i in Shake- 
ſpeare's King John. | 


tf Mr. Quin inimitable in that character, who was then leav- 
ing the ſtage. | 
That 
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That their whole fate for many a year 
But han gs on your paternal care; 
A.nation's taſte depends on you, 
—Perhaps a nation's virtue too. 

O think how glorious t'were to raiſe 
A theatre to virtue's praiſe! 

Where no indiguant bluſh mi ght riſe, 
Nor wit be caught to plead — vice; 
But ev'ry young attentive ear 

Imbibe the precepts living there; 
And every unexperienc'd br real 

There feel its own rude hints A 
And, waken'd by the glowing ſcene, 
Unfold the worth that urks within. 

If poſſible, be perfect quite; 

A few ſhort rules will guide you right: 
Conſult your own good ſenſe in all; 
Be deaf to fortunes fickle call; 

Not e'er deſcend from reaſon's laws 
To court; what you. command, applauſe. 


o when great Shakeſpeare to 0 his Garrick join'd, 

With — af conſpire to rouſe the mind, 

Tis not a ſcene of idle mimickry, 

"Tis Lear's, Hamlet's, Richards ſelf we e ſee. 

We feel the actor's ſtrength, the poet's fre; 

de Þ Joy we praiſe, with rapture we adnure, | 
To ſee ſuch pow'rs within the reach. of art, 

And fiction thus ſubdue the human heart. 

Tranſlation, a Poem, by Dr. Franklin.” 


If manly ſenſe, if nature 2 with art, l 

If thorough exe pg of the human heart, ry 

If powers of acting vaſt and unconfin d. 

If feweſt faults with greateſt virtues join'd, 

If ſtrong expreſſion, and ſtrange powers which "= 

Within the magic circle of his eye, 

If feelings, which few hearts like his can 3 

And which no face, like his, ſo well can ſhew, 

Deſerve the preference -Garrick ! take the chair, 

Nor quit it, l thou place an equal there. 
Churchill's Roſciad. 
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W HERE is the bleſt memorial that enſures 
Our Garrick's fame ?—whoſe is the truſt—tis yours. 
And O! by ev'ry charm his art eſſay'd 
3 To ſooth your cares ! by ev ry — allay'd! 
By > vn wonder which 1 drew! 
y his laſt parting tear, repaid ou ! 
By all thoſe chougkits 5155 Sy diſtant night, 
Shall mark his mem'ry with a ſad delight | 
Still in your heart's dear record bear his name; 
Cheriſh the keen regret that lifts his fame : 
To you it is bequeath'd, aſſert the truſt, 
And to his worth tis all you can—be juſt. 
What more is due from ſanctiying time 
To chearful wit and many a favour'd rhime, 
O'er his grac'd urn ſhall bloom a deathleſs wreath, 
Whoſe bloſſom'd ſweets ſhall deck the maſk beneath 
For theſe,— when ſculpture's votive toil ſhall rear 
The due memorial of a loſs ſo dear! 
O lovelieſt mourner ! gentle muſe ! be thine 
The pleafing woe to guard the laurell'd ſhrine ; 
As fancy, oft by ſuperſtition led | 
To roam the manfions of the ſainted dead, 
Has view'd, by ſhadowy eve's unfaithful gloom, 
A weeping cherub on a martyr's tomb— 
So thou, Ver muſe, hang o er his ſculptur d bier, 
With patient oe, that loves the Tingnng tear; 
With thoughts that mourn — nor yet deſire relief, 
With meee k regret, and fond en 2 grief; 
With looks chat ſpeak —he never ſhall return !— 
Chilling thy tender boſom, claſp his urn; 
And with ſoft ſighs difperſe th' irrev rend duſt 
Which time may ſtrew upon his ſacred buſt. 
Sheridan's Verſes to the Memory of Mr. Garrick. 


* 
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PROLOGUE, Written and Spoken by Housrow 
STewarT NicaoLs0N, Eſq; on his performing 
the Character of Richard the Third. 5 


He comes to roar, to mouth, to ſtorm and rage; 

Conſcious ſuch pow rs your paſſions muſt engage. 

So—— clear the ſtage there ! ladies, by your favour. 

Nay, I don't joke, I'll ſhew you ſomething clever. 

Well, then, ſhall we have a horrid ſcene? 

Nay, only but by way of ſpecimen.—— 
Ay, ay, we' 


[ O night a thund'ring genius ſhakes your Il; 


have a horrid ſcene! 
Hah! — hah ! — hab 

I ſee you wonder at.my / tragic ſtare, 

But 'tis my way, I gene e 3 

I know — — - — ſt pens FR 

To ſpeakia line before my face be made; 

For by the previous ſettling of each feature, 

Iſo far trick, and take the ftart of Nature, 

That long ere ſhe can make you one wry face, 

Pm tow'xing in the zenith of grimace. * 2% 

But I'm tedious ; let example teach ; | 

Shall we go back and finith this ſame ſpeech ? 

« Hah! bleſs my ſou]! —— what means this diſ- 
mal voice? ? 2 ts 8 4 

Did you not think that rather wanted noiſe? 
—— —Wel try another. F 

* See thou deliver to my lord this letter.“ 

Aye, that's like acting that's a great deal better. 

Tho, faith Pm not in cue another time 

If I don't tickle you for mirth and rhime. 

I play'd a character but t'other night, 

Damme! I topt your Garriek out of ſight. 

He can't perform like me, nay, you'll avow it; 

Nature, (his oracle) ſhe won't allow it. 

Do what he will, ſhe's ever at his ſſeeve, 

Nor dare he ſpeak or look without her leave: 

If he but ſtand, walk, nay, but turn or wheel. 


She, ſpaniel like, muſt courſe him at his heel. 


= %. 
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The pilfering rogue has nothing of his own ; 

*Tis the that taught him ev'ry dag ben done. 
Why now in Hamlet, and his much fam'd Lear, 
Did 1 not catch her whiſp'ring in his ear ? 

Upon my ſoul, I ſpeak without a joke, 

She tutor'd ev'ry ſyllable he ſpoke. RO Ei 
And whilſt the crowd admir'd the ſervile creature, 
PM take my oath that every line was Nature ; 

And tho? *tis thirty years fince he began, 

You'll find noalteration in the man. 
Thirty! *tis more ſince firſt he came about her, 
And yet the devil a bit he'll budge without her. 

T aſk'd this lady once to ſhew her plan, 

She {mil'd —aud pointed to her little man: 

« Obſerve, ſhe ſaid, Oh give him heedful note! 
And leave your bellowing thro' that bluſt'ring throat, 
“Nor ſtill, with pompous and unmeaning air, 
Storm without paſſion, without wonder ſtare, 
But thro' my various windings mark him fil], 
„And let my Garrick mould you at his will ; ' 

« He can inſtruR in ev'ry thing I know, | 

I told him all my fecrets long ago.” 
Madam, ſaid I, methinks you're wond'rous free, 
How can you take ſuch liberties with me? | 
Did &er I come within a thouſand miles 

To pilfer from you either tears or ſmiles? 

No, Ma'am, I've been performing many years, 
Have broke the drums of twenty thouſand ears; 
Ranting and mouthing ftill from ſcene to ſcene, 
Have Kann d the women and amaz'd the men; 


And or the Whole, with ſuper- human roar, 


Have ſqueez'd the quinteſſence of — pow'r; 
And ſince you force me, Ma'am, Pl fay it flat, 
By Jupiter! I never ow'd you— that! 

"on (Snapping his fingers) 


Nature and Garrick both confeſs'd twas true; 


How well they judg d, 1 muſt ſubmit to you. 


— 
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LIST of Characters acted by Mr. GARRICK. 


j 
A. 
2 and Cleopatra——Antony bs 
chemiſt——Abel Drugger : 
— _ p 


Lyſander 
1 7 
B. 


r 
uſy Body Marplot 
i 
Brothers — Demetrius 


E | 
Don John | — 


Chances 
Creuſa Aletes 

Cymbeline Poſthumus | 
Careleſs Huſband Lord Fopbliſeia | 


D. 


Diſcovery Sir Anthony Bramble 
Diſtreſt * —— Oreſtes 


E. 


Every Man in his Humour Kitely * 
Edward the Black Prince — Edward 
Periander 

King, Don Alonzo TV. 


erczur _ 
F. 
Foundling Belmont 
Fair Penitent Lothario' and Sciolto 1 
Farmer's Return — Farmer 97. 36] HO 


Eurydice 
Elvira 
Eugenia 


e n eee 


The Gameſter, a tragedy 8 Wi 
The Gameſters, a — ding 


*%M_ 
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Gil Blas, a comedy ——Gil Blas 
Guardian, a farce Guardian | 


. 


Henry IV. iſt par. Hotſpur 


— 2d part The. King 


I. 


Inconſtant—Duretete 
Jane Shore Haſtin 


ealous Wite—— Oakly 
ſabella Byron 
Irene — Demetrius 


Jet (King)——King, and the Baſtard 


| L. 
Lear — Lear 
Love makes a Man——Clody 
Lethe, or Æſop in the ſhades Lord 
Poet, Drunken Man, and Frenchman 


Valet —— Sh 
Lon Laſt Shift — FOO 
Merope —— Eumenes 
Macbeth Macbeth 
Merry Wives of Windſor — Dr. Caius 
Much Ado about Nothing 
Mock Doctor Grego aid] 
Mourning Bride —— © 
Mahomet —— Zaphne 
Miſs in her Teens tetra" ribble 
un Carlos 


O. 
Old Batchelor Fondlewiſe A 
Oroonoko — Oroonoko and Aboan 
Othello — Othello and Iago 
han — Chamont 
Orphan of China Zamti 


Ode on Shakeſpeare 


ann 


Benedict 


Recitatian o it 


P. Provok d 
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Provok' d Wife Sir John Brute 1 

Provok'd Huſband — Toad: Townly, Sir Francis 
Wronghead | . 

Pamela —— Jack Tnames, ſuppoſed to be written by 


| R. | 

Richard III. Richard, firſt time of his acting, Good+ 
man's-fields, October 19, 1741 

Romeo and Juliet Romeo and Mercutio 


Rehearſal — Bayes | 
Plume, Capt. Brazen and a 


Recruitigg -Officer 
Recruit 

Rule a Wife —— Leon | 

Roman Father Horatius 5 


Regulus Regulus 
8. 


Stratagem—— Archer and Scrub 
Siege of Aquileia —— /Emylius 
Suſpicious Huſband Ranger 
School for Lovers Sir ]. ant 
School-Boy — Mafter Johnny 


Trip to the Jubilee Sir Harry Wildair 
Tancred and Sigiſmunda Tancred 
Tender H Six Harry Gubbins 


V. 


— 


Virginia Virginius | 
Venice Preſerved — fher and Pierre 
Upholſterer —— Pamphlet 


W 


Wonder, a Woman Keeps a Secret Felix 
Way to keep him Lovemore tan 
Winter's Tale — Leontes 

Wedding Day — Millamour 


Z. 


Zara — Luf 
5 ORDER 
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ORDER of Mr. GaRRIcx's Funeral. 


OUR men in mourning, with ſtaffs covered with 
black filk and ſcarfs, on horſeback, as porters. Six 
ditto, with mourning cloaks, &c. A man in mourn- 
ing, to bear the pennon, with ſcarf, &c. Two ſup- 
porters. Six men in cloaks, as before. Surcoat of 
arms. Helmet, with creſt, wreath, and mantlet. 
State lid of black oftrich feathers, ſurrounded by eſcut- 
cheons. . Herſe full drefſed, with THE BODY. 

State coach, empty; a page on each ſide.Mourn- 
ing coach, with the clergy of St. Martin's; a page 
on each fide. Six ditto, with the == "bearers, two 
in each coach; fix pages on each fide. A ditto with 
the chief mourner; a page on each ſide. A ditto, with 
three family ditto. ditto, with three phyſicians. 
A A ditto; with ſurgeon and apothecaries; a page on 
each fide. A ditto, with Meſſ. Sheridan and Harris; 
a page on each fide. Three ditto, with a deputation 
of twelve gentlemen, performers from Drury-lane the- 
atre ; three pages on each ſide. Two men in mourn- 
ing, on horſeback, with cloaks, &c. Three ditto, 
with a deputation of twelve gentlemen, performers 
from Covent-garden theatre; three pages on each 
ſide. Two men in mourning, on horſeback, with 
cloaks, &c. Four mourning coaches, with the members 
of the literary club; four pages on each fide. Two 
men in mourning, on horſeback, with cloaks. Seven 
coaches with intimate friends of the deceaſed ; ſeven 
pages on each fide. Mr. Garrick's coach empty. 
All the gentlemen's family coaches we 

At about three the body was received at the great 
weſt door by the biſhop of Rocheſter, dean of Weſt- 
minſter, who, attended by the gentlemen of the choir 
in their hoods and ſurplices, preceded the corpſe up 
the center ayle, — which time the full organ and 
choir performed Purcel's grand funeral ſervice. Arriv- 
ing at the place of interment, immediately under 


* 
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the monument of Shakeſpeare, in Poet's Corner, the 
biſhop performed the laſt ſacred ceremony of the 
church; the choir ſung another ſolemn ſtrain, and 
the remains were depoſited in a grave, doubly hal- 
lowed by a nation's grief, and the copious tears of 
private friendſhip. | 


The pall was ſupported by 


Lord Camden, Duke of Devonſhire, . 
Earl of Oſſory, Earl Spencer, 

Rt. H. Mr. Righy, | Viſcount Palmerſton, 
Hon. Mr. Stanley, Sir W. W. Wynne, 
J. Patterſon, Eſq; Albany Wallis, Eſq; 


Dr. Johnſon, Mr. Coleman, Mr. Dunning, Mr. 
Burke, Col. Barre, the Hon. Charles Fox, William 
Whitehead, Eſq; Mr. Harris, Lord Charles Spencer, 
Mr. Quarme, (deputy uſher of the black rod) Mr. 
Bate, and a great number of gentlemen of diſtinction, 
either as men of rank, or men ot literary fame, fol- 
lowed the herſe in mourning coaches. 

Meſſ. Carrington and Nathan Garrick (nephews of 
the deceaſed) were the only perſons of the family who 
were preſent. 25 

Meſſ. Yates, King, Smith, Vernon, Parſons, Dodd, 
Aickin, Palmer, Benſley, Brereton, Moody, and Bad- 
dely, attended as the committee of -lane theatre. 

The following as the committee of Covent-garden 
theatre: Mefl. Lewis, Lewes, Hull, arke, 
Wroughten, Reinhold, Aickin, Baker, Quick, Wil- 
ſon, — and Whitfield. 

A A greater concourſe of people attended than was 
ever known on a fimilar occaſion, : 
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Mr. GaRRIcR's WILL. 


I DAVID GARRICK, of the Adelphi, and of 
Hampton in the county of Middleſex, Eſquire, 
do make public and declare this to be my laft will and 
teſtament, as follows: I give and deviſe unto the Right 
Hon. Charles Lord Camden, the Right Hon. Richard 
Rigby, John Patterſon, Eſq: and Albany Wallis, Eſq ; 
of Norfolk- ſtreet, all that my dwelling-houfe at Hamp- 
ton aforeſaid, and the out-houſes, .ſtables, yards, gar - 
dens, orchards, lands, and grounds thereunto belong- 
ing, or therewith now by me uſed, occupied, or enjoy- 
ed, together with the two iſlands or aytes on the river 
Thames, with their and every of their 8 : 
and the ſtatue of Shakeſpeare: and alſo all that my 
dwelling - houſe in the Adelphi, with the appurtenances; 
and alſo all and every the pictures, houthold — 
and furniture, of and in both the ſaid houſes of Hamp- 
ton and Adelphi, at the time of my deceaſe (of Which 
an invento al be taken) To hold to the ſaid Charles 
Lord Camden, Richard Rigby, John Patterſon, and 
Albany Wallis; their heirs, executors, adminiſtrators, - 
and , in truſt for and to the uſe of my wife Eva 
Maria Garrick, for and during the term of her natural 
life, for her own reſidence, ſhe keeping the houſe and 
premiſes in good repair, and paying all quit-rents, taxes, 

and other rents and out-goings for the ſame : I give to 

my ſaid wife all my bouſchold linnen, filver plate, and 
china ware, which I ſhall die poſſeſſed of, or entitled 
unto, both in town and country together with my 
carriages and horſes, and all the ſtock in my cellars at 

both houſes, to and for her own uſe and benefit: I alſo - 
give to my ſaid wife one thouſand pounds, to be paid 
immediately after my death, out of the firſt money that 
ſhall be received by my executors: I give to my ſaid 
wife the further ſum of five thouſand pounds, to be 
paid twelve months after my deceaſe, with intereſt for 
the ſame, at the rate of four pounds /er centum: and I 
alſo give to my ſaid wife, Eva Maria Garrick, one clear 
annulty or yearly ſum of fifteen hundred pounds of _ 


* 5 
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ful money of Great Britain, for and during the term 
of her natural life, to be paid to her quarterly, to and 
for her ſole and ſeparate uſe, without being ſubject to 
thedebts, controul, orintermeddling of any huſband ſhe 
hall or may marry, and her receipt alone to be ſuffici- 

ent diſcharges from time to time for the ſame, to my 


executors and truſtees. It is my requeſt and deſire, 


that my wife ſhall continue in England, and make 
Hampton and the Adelphi her chief places ofreſidencey 
but it ſhe ſhall leave England, and reſide beyond fea, 
or in Scotland, or Ireland, in ſuch caſe, which I hope 
will not happen, but in that caſe, Irevoke, and make 
void all the deviſes and bequeſts to her, or for her uſe 
herein before mentioned, which ſhall, on ſuch event, 
become due and payable to her, and inftead thereof, 
I give her only « clear annuity of one thouſand pounds 

awful money of Great Britain, for and during the 


term of her natural life, payable quarterly. Provided 


nevertheleſs, and I hereby declare, that the proviſion 
hereby made for my wife, and the legaciesand bequeſts 


* 


22 to her, are meant and intended to be in lieu 


ofand 
its of ten thouſand pounds, which by our marri 
 tlement is to be paid, and agreed to be inveſted in 


ſatisfaction for the dividends, intereſt, and =_ 
t= 
ks, 


or ſecurities, forthe purpoſestherein mentioned; and alſo 


in bar, and full ſatisſaction of her dower, or thirds at 


common law, which ſhe may be intitled to out of my 


real eſtates. And I further declare it to be an expreſs 
condition, annexed to the ſaid legacies and bequeſts, ſo 
given to my wife, that if ſhe ſhall not, within three cal- 


endar months next after my deceaſe, teſtify ber conſent 


executors, to take under this my will, 


in writing, to m 
and to re . all claim to the intereſt and dividends 
of the ſaid ten thouſand pounds, mentioned in our 


marriage ſettlement; then, and inſuch caſe, all the 


annuities, legacies, deviſes, and bequeſts to her, or for 


her benefit hereafter mentioned, ſhall become null and 
void, and the annuities herein given to her ſhall fink 
into, and become of my eſtate. And from and 


after the deceaſe of my wife, or from and after the de- 
texmiyatſon, or forfeiture of her intereſt in the preggſes, 
| Ar 
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as aforeſaid, IdireR my ſaid truſtees, and the ſurvivors, 
or the heirs, executors, or adminiſtrators of the ſurvi- 
vor, to ſell, diſpoſe of, and convey my ſaid houſes, 
| gardens, and land at Hampton and the Adelphi, with 
their reſpective appurtenances, pictures, houtholu- 
ym and furniture, herein before given (except the 

tue of Shakeſpeare) by public or private ſale, as 
they ſhall think proper, for the beſt price that can rea- 
ſonably be got for the ſame, and turn the ſame into 
money upon the truſts, and for the e herein 
after mentioned. I give and deviſe all that meſſuage 
and garden, naw ex, by, and in poſſeſſion of my 
nephew David Garrick, at Hampton, and all the tur- 
niture therein, and all other my meſſuages, farms, and 
lands in the pariſh o: Hampton, (except thoſe given to 
or for the uſe of my wife) unto and to the uſe of my 
ſaid nephew David Garrick, his heirs, executors, ad- 
miniſtrators and aſſigns. I give and deviſe all that 
my manor of Hendon, and all other my manors, meſ- 
ſuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, with 
their and every of their rights, royalties, members, and 
appurtenances, unto the ſaid Charles Lord Camden, 
Richard Rigby, John Patterſon, and Albany Wallis, 
and the ſurvivors or ſurvivor of them, and the heirs of 
ſuch ſurvivor, in truſt to ſell, diſpoſe of, and convey 


the ſame, together or in parcels, by public or private, 


or in one or more ſale or fales, and the clear money 
ariſing from ſuch ſale or ſales, as the ſame ſhall be re- 
ceived, after defraying the expenſes attencing ſuch 
ſales, to place out upon government or real ſecurity at 
intereſt in their names, in truſt, and for the purpoſes 
hereafter mentioned. I give and bequeath the ſtatue of 
Shakeſpeare (after my wife's death) and all my collec- 
tion of old Engliſh plays, to the truſtees of the Britiſh 


Muſeum, for the time being, for the uſe of the pub- 


lic. Igive all the reſt of my books, of what kind 
ſoever (except ſuch as my wife ſhall chuſe, to the va- 
lve of one hundred pounds, which I give and bequeath 
to her) unto my nephew —_— Garrick, for his 
own uſe. Igive the houſes in ry-lane, which I 


bought of the fund for decayed actors of the theatre 


there, 


* 
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there, back again to the fund. I give and bequeath 
all the reſt of my perſonal eſtate whatſoever, not ſpe- 
ctfically given to the ſaid Charles Lord Camden, Rich- 
ard Rigby, John Patterſon, and Albany Wallis, their- 
executors, adminiſtrators, and in truſt to be 
by them with all convenient ſpeed ſold and difpoſed of 
to the beſt advantage, and out of the money to ariſe 
therefrom, and any other money or perſonal eſtate, in 
the firſt place to pay the ſaid legacies of one thouſand 
pounds, and five thouſand pounds to my wife, and 
the reſidue to be placed in their names in government 
or real ſecurity at intereſt upon truſt, that they the 
ſaid truſtees, and the furvivors and ſurvivor of them, 
and the executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, of each 
ſurvivor ſhall, and do, out of the dividends, intereſt; 
profits, and proceed thereof, ora competent part there- 
of, to, from time to time, pay or cauſe to be paid' 
my wife, Eva Maria Garrick, the ſaid annuity of fif- 
teen hundred herein before given to her duri 
her natural lite as aforeſaid ; and for that purpoſe I di- 
rect that part of my perſonal eſtate, and of the money 
to ariſe from the ſale of my real eſtates, and the ſecu- 
rities on which the ſame ſhall be veſted ſhall be fer 
apart, ſufficient for the intereſt thereof to pay the an- 
nuities of fifteen hundred pounds, or one thouſand 

unds, asthe caſe may happen to my wife, duringher 
Fife as aforeſaid ; and in caſe ſuch ſecurities ſo ſet apart 
for the purpoſes aforeſaid, ſhall fall or prove deficient, 
I direct others to be appropriated to make good the 
ſame, ſo as that the ſaid annuities and proviſion may be 
fully and punctually paid to my wife, in preference to 
every dther legacy, payment, or bequeſt whatſoever. 
And, I give to my brother George Garriek, the ſum of 
ten thouſand pounds. To my brother Peter Garrick, 
the ſum of three thouſand pounds. To my nephew 
Carrington Garrick, the ſum of ſix thoufand pounds. 
To my nephew David Garrick, the ſum of five thou- 
fand pounds, beſides what I agreed to give him on 
his marriage. I direct my executors truſtees to 
ſtand poſſeſſed of fix thouſand pounds, part of my 
perſonal eſtate, in truſt for my niece Arabella — 
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wife of Captain Schaw, and to pay and diſpoſe thereof, 
in ſuch manner as my niece Arabella Schaw ſhall( not- 
withſtanding her preſent coverture, by writing, ſi 
by her in the preſence of two credible witneſſes) direct 
_ or appoint: and in default of fuch direction or appoint- 
ment, to pay one moiety thereof to her — repre- 
ſentatives, the other moiety to become a part of my per- 
ſonal eſtate. I give to my niece Catherine Garrick, 
the ſum of ſix thouſand pounds, o be paid to her at the 
age of twenty-one years, or day of marriage, with in- 
tereſt, at the rate ot four per cent. per annum. I give 
to my ſiſter Merical Doxey, the ſum of three thouſand 
pounds. I give to my wife's niece, who is now with 
us at Hampton, the ſum of one thouſand pounds. All 
which legacies I direct ſhall be paid by my executors, 
out of the reſidue of my perſonal eftate, which ſhall 
remain after paying the legacies to my wife, and ſecur- 
ing the annuities as aforeſaid: and if there ſhall not 
be ſufficient to anſwer and pay all the ſaid laſt menti- 
oned legacies, the legatees ſhall abate in proportion to 
their legacies, and wait until the death of my wife, 
when the money ariſing by the ſale of Hampton and 
the fund, for payment of the annuities, will be at li- 
berty, and become part of my perſonal eſtate, to an- 
ſwer and pay the ſaid legacies in full, provided always 
that, if any one or two of my truſtees ſhall die before 
the ſeveral truſts hereby in them repoſed, ſhall be fully 
and compleatly executed and finiſhed ; then, and in 
ſuch caſe, the ſurvivors and ſurvivor of them ſhall, in 
convenient time, aſſign, transfer, and convey ſuch of 
the eftates, ſtocks, funds, and other ſecurities, as ſhall 
then remain undiſpoſed of for the purpoſes aforeſaid, 
ſo as the ſame may be veſted in the ſurvivors or ſurvi- 
vor; and as often as any of the ſaid truſtees ſhall die, 
a new one ſhall be named to be joined with the fur- 
viyors; ſo as that the number may be kept filled up; 
and all ſuch new truſtees ſhall ftand poſſeſſed of the 
eſtates, ſtocks, funds, and ſecurities, jointly with the 
ſurvivors, to the ſame uſes, and upon the ſame truſts, 
intents and purpoſes, herein before declared and ap- 
pointed: provided alſo, that it ſhall be lawful _— 
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ſaid truſtees and every of them, and all future truſtee 
and truſtees, in the firſt paces! to retain to themſelyes 

time to time, all ſuch 
and expenſes, as they or any of them 
ively be put unto, . or ſuſtain in the truſt 
hereby in them reſpeQively repoſed ; and that none of 
them, or any future truſtee or truſtees, ſhall be anſwer- 
able for the other or others of the 
himſelf ſhall actually receive, or 
ſtroy ; and in caſe, after the payment of all the ſaid 
legacies, bequeſts and e 2 there ſhall remain 
8 ſurplus money, or perſonal a . (ap ſame 
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